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Panel mulls canceling jail penalty in
the audiovisual and publication laws

Fatwa and Legislation Department approves postal sector’s privatization

Customs foils second attempt
to smuggle drugs by sea
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The border security of the
coastguard was able to foil a second
attempt to smuggle in drugs into Kuwait
for the second straight day, when two
persons were arrested yesterday after
submerging 29 pieces of drugs and four
bags containing suspicious substances
into the Gulf waters. The coastguard
received a tip about a boat with two
Arabs on board that had malfunctioned
at sea. Patrols went to the area and
tugged the boat to Subbiya coastal cen-
ter, and the two persons onboard were
referred to marine security. When they
were asked what happened with the
boat, officers became suspicious. It was
later found that they brought in drugs
and hid it underwater. Separately, cus-
toms officers at Terminal 5 (T5) of
Kuwait International Airport foiled an
Asian man’s attempt to smuggle in
hashish, after inspectors found 159 small
pieces of the drug hidden between other
things. The suspect and the hashish were
sent to concerned authorities.

Advanced techniques course
The human resources department of

Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
began a training course on advanced
firefighting techniques held in coopera-
tion with the security and safety college
in Malta. The course aims at developing
and enhancing the readiness level of fire-
men in the field of firefighting, including
in basements and high-rises. Meanwhile,
KFSD Director General Lt Gen Khalid
Al-Mikrad asked all sectors to comply
with and carry on procedures to get the
ISO9001-2015 certification in order to
develop and improve performance.
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate said
Capital and Hilali fire centers responded
to a call about a fire in a Mubarakiya
building. The fire was located in the
basement and was put out without any
injuries.

Accident
Two persons were injured in an acci-

dent that took place on Salmy road yes-
terday near the low-cost buildings proj-
ect. Firemen freed a trapped man, who
was taken by paramedics.

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Rapporteur of the parliamentary
educational affairs committee MP Khalil
Abul said the committee met to discuss a
bil l  on protecting younger generations
through the media and that it still awaits the
government’s response on that matter. Abul
added that the committee also discussed
proposed amendments on the penalties
included in the audiovisual and publication
laws. “The committee invited a number of
media figures to attend its coming meeting
to help reach a final decision on those
amendments,” Abul underlined. The pro-
posed amendments include canceling the jail
penalty for offenses mentioned in the audio-
visual and publication laws, the lawmakers
explained.

In a different concern, Abul said the com-
mittee invited the minister of education and
Civil Service Commission (CSC) representa-
tives to discuss the student affairs staff’s
increments as well as some violations com-
mitted on appointing some senior education
ministry officials. “It seems that some
midterm exam papers were leaked,” said
Abul, referring to the recently concluded
school midterm exams, noting that the com-
mittee decided calling for an urgent meeting
to discuss the matter with education ministry
officials. In the meantime, Education
Minister Dr Saud Al-Harbi announced yes-
terday setting up an ‘urgent’ ad hoc commit-
tee to investigate suspected grade 12 exams’
leak, and present its report within 30 days.

Bedoons’ passports
High-ranking sources at the Ministry of

Interior denied rumors about suspending
article 17 passports, stressing they are still
valid and can be used. Notably, some leaked
reports mentioned suspending article 17
passports issued to bedoons until the law on
the situation of illegal residents currently
being reviewed by the parliament is passed.
The sources added that article 17 passports
are still being issued to bedoons travelling
for study or treatment abroad, under the
same previous rules that applicants hold
valid security IDs issued by the central
apparatus for illegal residents, explain why
they need the passport and attach all need-
ed documents with their applications.

Postal service
The Ministry of  Services recent ly

received a memo from the Fatwa and
Legislation Department approving a proj-
ect the ministry had prepared on privatiz-
ing the postal sector through establishing
the Kuwait Post Company, said official
sources, noting that the proposal had been
referred to the department several months
earlier pending referral to the parliament
for voting. 

“This project is part of the state develop-
ment plan designed to improve governmen-
tal services,” the sources added, pointing
out that the fatwa department gave its legal
opinion about the founding of the new com-
pany and transferring the postal services’
assets and employees from the ministry to

work for it. The sources added that turning
the postal sector into a government compa-
ny run by the private sector will help devel-
op postal services, avoid shortcomings and
help get rid of bureaucracy. 

Fighting corruption
Minister  of  State for  Services and

Minister of State for Assembly Affairs
Mubarak Al-Harees announced working on
taking the measures needed to fight cor-
ruption and limiting it by activating the role
played by the audit ing and inspection
department. “This step comes in response
to the instructions of HH the Amir and HH
the Pr ime Minister  and moves by the
Cabinet to achieve reform and fight cor-
ruption in various government establish-
ments,” Harees said. 

He noted that the Cabinet had issued res-
olution number 283 that urged all govern-
ment bodies to establish audit ing and
inspection departments to follow up and
supervise all work related to financial and
administrative affairs and coordinate with
relative audit bodies with the ultimate goal
of protecting public funds.  

“Although the resolution was made years
ago, it was not activated,” Harees noted,
adding that he will be directly responsible
for the department and that it will submit
periodic reports to him on the progress of
various development projects, achievements
and remarks of the State Audit Bureau so
that those responsible for any shortcomings
could be held accountable. 

KUNA twitter hacking
referred to prosecution
KUWAIT: State-run Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA) has referred the case of
its Twitter account being hacked to the
public prosecution, the agency’s
Director General and Chairman Sheikh
Mubarak Duaij Al-Sabah said yesterday.
Prosecutors will thoroughly investigate
the act that aimed to tarnish KUNA’s
image and undermine its credibility, he
said in a press release, emphasizing that

the state-run news agency will continue
to thrust Kuwait’s accomplishments into
the limelight. On a KUNA-issued
roundup over the killing of a top Iranian
general, which caused an uproar, he said
a higher committee was assembled to
investigate the matter. The results of the
probe were forwarded to Kuwait’s
Information Minister Mohammad Al-
Jabri, he added. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Drugs found with a passenger at Terminal 5 of Kuwait International Airport.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The comprehensive court
yesterday ordered the Ministry of Public
Works (MPW) to pay a subcontractor
the sum of KD 375,000 for the work he
had executed in one of its projects.
Lawyer Fahd Mubarak Al-Basman said
the court issued its verdict in case num-
ber 5039/2015 filed against MPW and a
contracting company and finally man-
dated MPW to pay the amount to the
subcontractor as his share of a KD 1.8
million contract signed with the main
contractor.  

Waste-to-fuel workshop
Kuwait Institute for Scientific

Research (KISR) organized yesterday a
joint workshop on ‘Producing Fuel from
Solid Plastic Waste.’ The event took
place under the auspices of KISR
Director Dr Samira Ahmed Al-Sayyed
Omar and in collaboration with repre-
sentatives of British universities and the
British Cultural Council in Kuwait. The
workshop aims at exchanging expertise
on how to use waste to produce clean
fuel and use it as an effective sustainable
substance, as well as reach decisive
solutions to limit the accumulation of

plastic waste. 
Omar said KISR is keen on imple-

menting HH the Amir’s vision towards
achieving sustainable development
goals, and thus gives due care to manag-
ing waste, namely solid plastic waste.
British Ambassador to Kuwait Michael
Davenport pointed out that the British
government always supports such activi-
ties to enhance bilateral relations in
waste management. He noted that KISR
and its environmental research center
play a significant role in developing gov-
ernmental initiatives on limiting plastic
waste through cooperation with
Birmingham and Aston universities to
produce bio-oil from municipal solid and
plastic waste. 

KISR’s acting environmental
research center manager Dr
Mohammed Al-Rashid said the work-
shop tackled one of the most important
climate and environmental pollution
research dealing with safe disposal of
wastes. Program Manager Dr Sultan
Al-Salem said the workshop focused
on the significance of recycling solid
waste and development in related
research projects, taking into consider-
ation that daily per capita municipal
solid waste production is 1.55 kg. 
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