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Irving shines as Nets blast Hawks

NEW YORK: Kyrie Irving scored 21 points in his first
game in nearly two months as the Brooklyn Nets never
trailed and cruised to a 108-86 victory over the Atlanta
Hawks on Sunday night in New York. Irving returned
from missing 26 games with right shoulder impinge-
ment. In his first game since Nov. 14 at Denver, the All-
Star guard made 10 of 11 shots, hit his one 3-point try
and had three assists in 20 minutes. After getting 11
points by halftime, Irving went 5-for-5 from the floor in
the third before checking out for the rest of the game.
He rested over the final 17:54, exiting after the Nets
took an 87-50 lead, and the outcome was never in
doubt. The Nets, who were 13-13 in Irving’s absence,
led by as many as 39 and won their second straight
game following a seven-game losing streak.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS 105 - TORONTO RAPTORS 104
DeMar DeRozan scored 25 points — 22 in the sec-

ond half — and visiting San Antonio overcame an 18-
point deficit to defeat Toronto. DeRozan, who has
scored 20 points in 11 straight games, sank two free
throws with nine seconds remaining for what proved to

be the game-winning points after Marco Belinelli’s 3-
pointer had given the Spurs the lead. Kyle Lowry sank
a 3-pointer with five seconds left to pull Toronto within
a point. After San Antonio’s LaMarcus Aldridge missed
two free throws with four seconds showing, Toronto’s
Pascal Siakam missed a 3-point attempt at the buzzer.

DENVER NUGGETS 114 - LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 104
Nikola Jokic had 20 points and 15 rebounds for his

21st double-double of the season, Jamal Murray scored
10 of his 19 points from the foul line, and host Denver
beat Los Angeles. Gary Harris scored 15 points,
Michael Porter Jr. 13 and Monte Morris 12 for the
Nuggets, who had seven players score in double fig-
ures. Kawhi Leonard had 30 points, Lou Williams 26
and Montrezl Harrell 25 for the Clippers, who played
without Paul George (hamstring injury). Los Angeles
cut a 20-point lead down to six in the final minutes but
could not complete the rally.

NEW YORK KNICKS 124 - MIAMI HEAT 121
Taj Gibson’s free throw with 1:38 remaining put New

York ahead for good, capping a comeback from a 14-
point second-half deficit to beat Miami. Julius Randle
scored a game-high 26 points to lead seven players in
double figures for the Knicks, who snapped a five-
game skid after outscoring the Heat 40-27 in the fourth
quarter. Jimmy Butler had 25 points and 10 rebounds
for the Heat, who have dropped two straight for their
first losing streak of the season.

UTAH JAZZ 127 - WASHINGTON WIZARDS 116
Bojan Bogdanovic scored 31 points, and Rudy

Gobert added 21 points and 14 rebounds to help Utah
beat host Washington for its ninth straight victory.
Jordan Clarkson added 23 points off the bench, and Joe
Ingles 20 for Utah. Six players scored in double figures
to help the Jazz improve to 14-1 in their past 15 games.
Bradley Beal scored 25 points to lead the Wizards, and
Davis Bertans added 18.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 122 - GOLDEN 
STATE WARRIORS 102

Jonas Valanciunas scored 15 of his team-high 31

points in the third quarter and added 19 rebounds
overall as host Memphis broke open a tight game
against Golden State en route to its fifth straight vic-
tory. The 31-point total was one off Valanciunas’ sea-
son high, set in December at Chicago. The 19
rebounds were his most since he pulled down 20 at
Phoenix last March. The Warriors led by as many as
seven points in the first half and were within 63-62 in
the second minute of the third period after a 3-point-
er by Glenn Robinson III, before the Grizzlies gradu-
ally pulled away.

PHOENIX SUNS 100 - CHARLOTTE HORNETS 92
Kel ly Oubre Jr. recorded 25 points  and 15

rebounds to lead host Phoenix past Charlotte.
Deandre Ayton contributed 18 points and nine
rebounds off the bench, and Devin Booker added 12
points and nine assists for the Suns, who are 5-3
since a season-worst eight-game slide. Dwayne
Bacon scored 24 points  off  the bench for  the
Hornets, who have lost four straight games and 10 of
their past 12. — Reuters

ADELAIDE: World number seven Belinda
Bencic won her first match of the season yes-
terday, but there was agony for Alex de
Minaur as the men’s top seed pulled out of
the Adelaide International in Australia.

The Swiss 22-year-old, a wildcard entry
who lost her opening match of the year last
week in Shenzhen, beat good friend Daria
Kasatkina of Russia 6-4, 6-4. Three-time
Grand Slam champion Angelique Kerber, pro-
moted to ninth seed when Petra Kvitova with-
drew, dominated China’s Wang Qiang 6-1, 6-
3. Kerber, a former number one who took a
long three-month off season, won the tourna-
ment in 2018 when it was played in Sydney,
defeating Ashleigh Barty in the final. “In the
first set I was playing well, but the second

was really tight,” the 18th-ranked Kerber said.
“This is my first win of the year, I’m happy

about that. I hope I can play like today in the
next rounds. “I want to win a few more
matches before going to Melbourne,” the
2016 Australian Open champion added.

Bencic, who lost her last two matches
against the qualifier, overcame hot conditions
at Memorial Drive as she makes final prepa-
rations for next week’s Australian Open. She
survived a first set against Kasatkina featur-
ing five breaks of serve and secured her sec-
ond-round place with a break in the final
game of the second.

“It was very difficult, but I like the heat
and I’m happy to be here for the first time,”
said Bencic, who soared up the rankings
last year and won two titles, in Moscow and
Dubai, on her way to a career-best 49
main-draw match wins. “Her game is really
tough, it doesn’t match up with mine. I had
to work hard.”

Russia’s Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova,
American Danielle Collins and Croat Donna
Vekic were among other women to clear the

first hurdle. A devastated de Minaur with-
drew due to an abdominal injury, casting
doubt over his fitness for the first major of
the season.

He was the second seed to pull out of the
ATP-WTA event after Novak Djokovic opted
to head instead to Melbourne to prepare for
his title defence at the opening Grand Slam of
the year after leading Serbia to the ATP Cup
title in Sydney.

“It’s devastating. Adelaide has been part of
my schedule for a long time,” said de Minaur,
who had an intense week leading Australia at
the ATP Cup teams event. De Minaur did not
mention the Open, which starts on January
20, but gave every indication that he was fac-
ing a race to be ready.

“My sole focus is making sure I recover
for the next one,” added the 18th-ranked
player, who helped Australia to the semi-
finals at the ATP Cup, winning two of his four
singles and pushing world number one Rafael
Nadal hard over three sets.

In the men’s draw Britain’s Dan Evans, also
fresh from the ATP Cup, beat Argentinian

Juan Ignacio Londero 6-2, 6-4 while Jeremy
Chardy overcame fellow Frenchman Gilles
Simon 6-3, 7-5. Australian wild card James
Duckworth lined up a match with second
seed Felix Auger-Aliassime after defeating

Federico Delbonis 6-4, 6-4.
“He’s a great young talent, one of the

future stars of our game,” the Australian said.
“I’m going to have to come out and serve well
again.” —AFP
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BROOKLYN: Spencer Dinwiddie #8 of the Brooklyn Nets and Brandon Goodwin #0 of the Atlanta Hawks go up for the rebound during the game at Barclays Center in Brooklyn, New York.  —AFP


