
S p o r t s Tuesday, January 14, 2020

25

NEWARK: Louis Domingue made 26 saves against his
former team as the New Jersey Devils snapped Tampa
Bay’s franchise record-tying 10-game winning streak with
a 3-1 victory on Sunday night in Newark, NJ. Andy Greene
and Miles Wood each had a goal and an assist, and Travis
Zajac also scored for New Jersey, which completed an
impressive back-to-back that began Saturday night with a
5-1 victory at Metropolitan Division-leading Washington.
Domingue also picked up the win in that one with 33 saves.
Tyler Johnson scored for Tampa Bay, which suffered its
first loss since a 3-1 setback at Washington on Dec. 21. The
Lightning took a 1-0 lead 37 seconds into the second peri-
od on Johnson’s 11th goal of the season and the 150th of
his career. Greene tied it with his first goal of the season,
firing a slap shot from the top of the left circle past a
screen by Wayne Simmonds and inside the right post. It
snapped the Lightning’s shutout streak at 169:05, as well
as a streak of 13 consecutive goals scored by Tampa Bay
that began in the second period of Tuesday’s 9-2 victory
over Vancouver.

PANTHERS 8, MAPLE LEAFS 4
Jonathan Huberdeau became Florida’s all-time leading

scorer in the club’s best offensive game this season, lifting
the Panthers to a rout of Toronto. The Panthers held a 7-1
lead at 12:37 of the second period and withstood three
consecutive goals by the Maple Leafs, who lost their fifth
straight in South Florida. An All-Star selection, Huberdeau
collected a goal and an assist to boost his career point
total to a franchise-best 420 — one more than Olli
Jokinen. Mike Hoffman potted two goals, Vincent Trocheck
and captain Aleksander Barkov each had a goal and two
assists and Frank Vatrano had one of each. Defenseman
Josh Brown and Mike Matheson also tallied for Florida,
which recorded a season-high scoring output.

PENGUINS 4, COYOTES 3 (SO)
Teddy Blueger flipped a shot under the crossbar in the

eighth round of the shootout to give visiting Pittsburgh a
win over Arizona. Pittsburgh’s Bryan Rust and Arizona’s
Taylor Hall each converted in the third round of the
shootout. Blueger scored to give the Penguins the advan-
tage, and goaltender Tristan Jarry sealed the win by stop-
ping Carl Soderberg. Jared McCann, Patric Hornqvist and
Brandon Tanev each scored, and Evgeni Malkin notched
two assists for Pittsburgh, which finished a road trip with a
3-0-0 record. Jarry finished with 24 saves for the Penguins.

PREDATORS 1, JETS 0
Juuse Saros was outstanding in his first start for new

coach John Hynes, registering 28 saves in Nashville’s win
at Winnipeg. The backup to No. 1 netminder Pekka Rinne,
Saros (6-7-4) recorded his first shutout of the season and
eighth of his career in front of Hynes, who won for the sec-
ond time in three games since being hired by Nashville as
the franchise’s third head coach on Tuesday. Kyle Turris’
first-period goal proved to be enough for the Predators,
who won their second straight and broke a four-game los-
ing streak against Winnipeg. Yakov Trenin claimed the lone
assist, but captain Roman Josi’s career-best 12-game point
streak came to an end.

CANUCKS 4, WILD 1
Elias Pettersson, Bo Horvat and Troy Stecher each

scored in the second period, and Jacob Markstrom made
23 saves as Vancouver beat host Minnesota. Horvat
added an empty-net goal in the third period for the
Canucks, who have won two straight and nine of their
past 11 games to stay in the thick of the top-heavy
Pacific Division. Devan Dubnyk made 26 saves for the
Wild, who have lost three straight and have just four
wins in the past 12 outings (4-7-1).

SABRES 5, RED WINGS 1
Evan Rodrigues scored his first two goals of the season,

and Buffalo snapped a six-game road winless streak with an

easy victory at Detroit. Rodrigues had gone scoreless in 25
games before his breakthrough performance. The Red Wings
had won their previous three home games. — Reuters

Devils snap Lightning’s 10-game 
winning streak with 3-1 victory

Huberdeau makes history as Panthers topple Leafs

KUALA LUMPUR: Badminton world number one
Kento Momota was injured and his driver was killed in
a crash near Kuala Lumpur yesterday just hours after
he won the Malaysia Masters.

Police said the Japanese star, 25, suffered a broken
nose and cuts to his face when the van carrying him to
the city’s airport crashed early in the morning, in a
blow to his preparations for this year’s Tokyo
Olympics. The driver was killed at the scene after the
vehicle collided with a slow-moving lorry on a high-
way. An assistant coach, physiotherapist, and bad-
minton official also suffered minor injuries.

The accident came after the dominant Japanese
star began his 2020 season in style Sunday with victo-
ry over Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen in Kuala Lumpur.

“It’s truly tragic, especially involving a badminton
icon like Momota,” Malaysian sports minister Syed
Saddiq told reporters, after visiting the injured in hos-
pital south of the capital.  But he added those hurt
were “recovering well, (and) all four are also in stable
condition”. The others hurt suffered facial, leg, hand
and head injuries, according to the police. — AFP

Badminton world 
No 1 Momota hurt

HH the Amir’s Ninth 
International Grand 
Prix opening ceremony 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir will patronize the open-
ing ceremony of HH the Amir’s Ninth International Grand
Prix. Jahra Governor Nasser Al-Hajraf will represent the
Amir. The ceremony was postponed from Saturday to
today due to the mourning period of three days follow-
ing the death of Sultan Qaboos bin Said of Oman.

Meanwhile, competitions of the fifth day will see
the distribution of two gold medals in the 10m air

pistol and rifle for women. On the other hand, Eng
Duai j  Al-Otaibi  chaired a  meet ing of  the Arab
Shooting Federation Board, with its premises being
at  She ikh  Sabah  A l-Ahmad Olympic  Shoot ing
Complex.

Al-Otaibi welcomed the delegations in Kuwait, then
the agenda was discussed and decision taken in the pre-
vious meeting were approved. President and board
members thanked HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his support of the sport of shoot-
ing in the Arab world, and a letter of thanks will be sent
to HH the Amir for organizing an annual tournament that
brings in the best shooters from around the world.

Morocco’s Minister of Water and Forests, Deputy
Chairman of Arab Shooting Federation Abdelazeem Al-
Hafi lauded the support of HH the Amir which reflects
positively on the shooters levels in various events. He
said that the Arab Federation, with the leadership of
Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi is going on the right path for the
development of the game.

President of Lebanese shooting and Hunting
Federation Butrus Jalakh said the federation has a distin-
guished schedule of Arab Federation Championships all
along the sports season, which is coupled with several
courses of refereeing and lauded the high level Kuwait
shooters are enjoying.

He also lauded the efforts of President of Arab
Shooting Federation Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi who always
gives support to Arab federations.

Meanwhile, Director General of Public Authority for
Sports Dr Humoud Fulaiteh lauded HH Grand Prix,
adding Kuwait shooting is giving the best example by
making success after another be it in organization or
achievements in all tournaments.

Fulaiteh said he was impressed with the organization
and attention to all details and the extensive efforts of
the organizing committee.

Fulaiteh said HH the Amir Grand Prix is now on the
international agenda and enjoys participation of elite
shooters from around the world.

2020 Dakar Rally 
returns to desert 
dunes on Stage 7
RIYAD: The rest day in Riyadh is already a
distant memory at the 2020 Dakar Rally as
racing resumed today with a mammoth
546-kilometre timed special stage. A high-
speed Stage 7 brought the Dakar convoy
across the dunes to Wadi Al-Dawasir.

Setting the pace in the car contest was
race leader Carlos Sainz (ESP). The
Spaniard now has three stage wins in
Saudi Arabia and is one of only three driv-
ers in Dakar history to have won stages on
three different continents.

“We were flat out for a lot of time
crossing the dunes. I caught up with
Stephane (Peterhansel) at one part but it
was very dusty so I decided to stay
behind.” - Carlos Sainz

Second place Nasser Al-Attiyah (QAT)
is now exactly 10 minutes behind Sainz in
the overall standings. Sainz’s fellow Mini
Buggy driver Stephane Peterhansel (FRA)
is a further nine minutes back at third in the
general classification.

“Today it was really fast, faster than the
last stage before the Rest Day. It was 550
kilometres in around four hours.” -
Stephane Peterhansel Giniel De Villiers
(ZAF) and Kuba Przygonski (POL) regis-
tered the seventh and eighth fastest times
respectively on Stage 7 of the car race.

“We were driving almost 90 percent of
the stage with full gas, around 180kph. It
was a race for the fastest car today.” -

Kuba Przygonski
All three of the OT3 by Overdrive

machines in the side-by-side race now
have stage wins at the 2020 Dakar. Blade
Hildebrand (USA) went quickest on Stage
7 by over 11 minutes and was joined in the
Top 4 by Red Bull Off-Road Team USA’s
coaching crew of Cyril Despres (FRA) and
Mike Horn (SUI).

“I felt really comfortable right from the
get go, just ticking off kilometres and pass-
ing people. We had the pace so we just had
to steer clear of flats and run a clean
stage.” - Blade Hildebrand

The third OT3, driven by Mitch Guthrie
Jr. (USA), was forced to retire from the
stage due to technical issues while all three
OT3s were running a 1-2-3 at the front of
the pack. Fulfilling their role as mentors of
the Red Bull Off-Road Junior Program,
Despres and Horn will hand over their
engine to Guthrie Jr. and co-driver Ola
Floene (NOR) to help them reach their
goal of finishing the Dakar. The mentors
will remain with the team to observe and
advise on the stages to come.

“The race ends for us now as we’ll give
our engine to Mitch (Guthrie Jr.). These are
the rules in our team. He is the younger
guy and we want him to carry on for as
long as possible.” - Cyril Despres

Chaleco Lopez (CHI) lost his SxS over-
all lead on Stage 7 due to a stoppage in the
dunes. The defending champion has
slipped to second overall, 32 minutes
behind new race leader Casey Currie
(USA).

Another stage win for truck race fron-
trunner Andrey Karginov (RUS) ensures
that he stays top overnight. Karginov’s
Kamaz team-mates Dmitry Sotnikov (RUS)

and Anton Shibalov (RUS) helped to
secure a further 1-2-3 stage result for the
Russians. “It was a very fast day without
any problems for us. This type of sand is
easy for us to cross.” - Andrey Karginov

The Dakar’s second week has started as
the first week finished in the quad contest,
with Ignacio Casale (CHI) controlling
things from the front. The Chilean now has
a lead of over 35 minutes from his closest
competitor as he goes for a third Dakar
quad win.

However, all racing at the Dakar was
overshadowed on Stage 7 by the tragic
news that bike competitor Paulo Goncalves
(POR) passed away from a fall sustained
276 kilometres into the special stage. 40-
year-old Goncalves was taking part in his
13th Dakar bike race. He made his debut in

2006 and had finished four times in the
Top 10, including an impressive perform-
ance as runner-up to Marc Coma (ESP) in
2015. Goncalves, the 2013 cross-country
rallies world champion, was sitting in 46th
place overall after Stage 6 of the 2020
Dakar.

As a mark of respect to such a beloved
figure in the Dakar bivouac, tomorrow’s
motorbike and quad stage has been can-
celled in order to give riders time to mourn
their friend. The entire Dakar caravan
extends its sincere condolences to his
friends and family.

Tomorrow’s stage for cars, trucks and
side-by-sides takes them on a 474-kilome-
tre loop stage around the Wadi Al-Dawasir
bivouac. The 2020 Dakar finishes on
Friday, January 17 in Al-Qiddiya. 

Alonso second on 
Dakar stage eight
WADI AD-DAWASIR: Two-time Formula One world cham-
pion Fernando Alonso recorded his best result of the Dakar
Rally yesterday, finishing second behind Frenchman Mathieu
Serradori on stage eight. The stage was shrouded in mourn-
ing after the death on Sunday of Portuguese rider Paulo
Goncalves. The motorbike and quadbike categories were
cancelled for the stage, a 477km loop incorporating straight
sections with several chains of dunes to test handling skills.

“I’d like to dedicate this victory to Paulo because I’m a
former biker,” said Serradori, an amateur who drives an
SRT. “It’s not easy to get motivated after a day like that
and my co-pilot Fabien was there as well. But there are
two fighters in the car and I’m very happy with this result.”

Serradori finished 4min 4sec ahead of Toyota’s Alonso,
with Argentinean Mini driver Orlando Terranova in third, at
6:19. Alonso, who had finished four times in the top 10
without having made the podium in a stage, was quick to
heap praise on his co-driver/navigator Marc Coma, a five-
time Dakar champion on a motorbike.

“Today we had an amazing day,” said Alonso. “We had
one puncture unfortunately and we lost a little bit of
momentum there, but otherwise the stage was nearly per-
fect and Marc was unbelievable, you know - the dunes, the
navigation. In his first Dakar Alonso had limited ambitions
ruled out winning a stage but now he believes it is within
his grasp. “Initially I thought it was impossible,” he said.
“But after today, obviously when you are second maybe
there is a chance, so we will try.”

He said not having motorbikes setting the route had
upset the rhythm of the stage. “Having no bikes changed a
lot, especially for the first two or three cars,” he said. “I
benefitted from starting from the back... I’m happy to com-
plete the day without any issues. It was a beautiful stage,
quite fast with a lot of dunes, so it was good. I think the
dunes are harder than tracks, but for whatever reason I
feel more comfortable.

“I’m not coming from the dunes at all but it seems that I
can get a good rhythm and a good flow in the dunes and
I’m enjoying so far this second week of the Dakar.”

His second place sees him consolidate his 13th place in
the overall standings, more than 3hr 10min off the pace set
by Carlos Sainz. The battle continues atop the general
classification between the leading trio of two-time winner
Sainz, defending champion Nasser Al-Attiyah and
Stephane Peterhansel, a 13-time winner (seven in cars, six
on bikes). Sainz had to open the way on the stage and was
swiftly caught by Al-Attiyah and Peterhansel. But the vet-
eran Spaniard then drove his Mini to keep pace with his
rivals, meaning he retains the rally lead, 6:40 ahead of the
Qatari and 13:09 in front of the Frenchman. — AFP

NEWARK: John Hayden #15 and Kevin Rooney #16 of the New Jersey Devils in action against the Tampa Bay
Lightning at Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey. The Devils defeated the Lightning 3-1. — AFP

Carlos Sainz and Lucas Cruz


