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 psychological war... did so based on existing infor-

mation at the time.” Germany called on Iran to allow 
people to show their grief and “protest peacefully and 
freely”. Its foreign ministry spokeswoman Maria Adebahr 
described as “very worrying” videos reportedly showing 
security forces cracking down on demonstrators. 

Tehran’s police chief said officers had been ordered to 
show “restraint” after Sunday night’s gathering at iconic 
Azadi Square south of the city center. “The police treat-
ed the people who had gathered with patience and toler-
ance,” said General Hossein Rahimi. “The police did not 
shoot at the gatherings at all because a restraint order 
(had been issued) for police in the capital.” 

President Hassan Rouhani promised a “thorough 
investigation” into the disaster in a phone call with 
Sweden’s Prime Minister Stefan Lofven, his office said. 
The majority of those on Flight PS752 were Iranians and 
Canadians, including dual nationals. Others were 
Ukrainians, Afghans, Britons, seven Swedes and 10 peo-
ple who resided in the Scandinavian country. “We must 
strive to ensure that such a shocking incident is not 
repeated anywhere in the world,” Rouhani said. 

The president noted the disaster occurred at a time of 
heightened tensions in the region after a US drone strike 
killed Iranian general Qasem Soleimani in Baghdad on 
Jan 3. “We must all join hands to bring security back to 
the region and allow peace to prevail.” Iran has come 
under mounting international pressure to ensure its 
investigation into the tragedy is full and transparent. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau told a memorial event 
in Edmonton for the 57 Canadians who lost their lives 
that “this tragedy struck our Iranian-Canadian communi-
ty”. “We want to assure all families and all Canadians 
that we will not rest until there are answers,” the 
Canadian leader said. “We will not rest until there is jus-
tice and accountability.” Iran has invited experts from 
Canada, France, Ukraine and the United States to take 
part in the probe. 

Despite footage from the site of disaster appearing to 
show bulldozers at work, the Revolutionary Guards’ top 
commander denied evidence had been tampered with. 
“We didn’t touch anything,” said Major General Hossein 
Salami. “We didn’t move the wreckage of the aircraft, we 
didn’t change the scene, we didn’t move the air defense 
system, and we didn’t (alter) the radar readings.” 

On the diplomatic front, Britain summoned Iran’s 
ambassador to London after its Tehran envoy was briefly 
arrested for allegedly attending the demonstration. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s spokesman said Britain would 
convey its “strong objections” over Rob Macaire’s arrest, 
calling it an “unacceptable breach” of diplomatic proto-
col.  — Agencies 
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She said in the beginning, he used to talk to her about 

work, but she later noticed he started to call her at mid-
night while drunk and make lewd propositions, but she 
always refused them. 

She added that on Nov 14, 2018, the ambassador called 
her to his office to “discuss important matters”, but when 
she arrived, he ordered his office director to cancel all 

engagements. Both of them then went into his office, only 
for the secretary to leave a few minutes later. The woman 
was then surprised by the ambassador locking the door 
and screaming in her face.  

When she asked the ambassador why he was angry, he 
said she had insulted him when she refused his advances. 
She claims the ambassador then pulled her towards him, 
forcefully removed her clothes and attempted to rape her. 
After she resisted and threatened to scream, she said the 
ambassador threatened to “destroy her future” if she told 
anyone anything about what had happened. 

The woman said that she took her case to her country 
after she was told she cannot file a complaint in Kuwait 
because the incident took place inside a foreign embassy, 
and the alleged suspect has diplomatic immunity. — Al-Rai
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Sussex and the Duke of Cambridge. For brothers 

who care so deeply about the issues surrounding men-
tal health, the use of inflammatory language in this way 
is offensive and potentially harmful.” 

The Sussexes said Wednesday they wanted to step 
back as senior royals, divide their time between Britain 
and North America, rip up long-established ways of 
working with the media and seek a “progressive” and 
financially-independent new role. That triggered the 
queen on Thursday to direct her officials, plus those of 
Charles, William and Harry, to seek urgent “workable 
solutions” following the bombshell announcement. 

Charles, 71, the heir to the throne, flew back from 
Oman, where he attended a condolence ceremony 
Sunday following the death of the late Sultan Qaboos. 
Meghan, 38, was expected to join the meeting via con-
ference call from Canada as they attempt to work out 
the “next steps” towards a compromise. 

Issues up for debate include how much money the 
couple will still receive from Charles - who largely 
bankrolls his sons and their families - the couple’s royal 
titles and how they can raise their own finances without 
compromising the monarchy. Their plan for a new way 
of working said they intended to continue to “fully sup-
port” Queen Elizabeth and honor their duties to the 
monarch, the Commonwealth and their patronages. 

However, they want to make 2020 a “transition” year 
to carve out their new role and launch their new Sussex 
Royal charitable entity and seek to raise their own 
sources of income. They also want to keep their newly-
renovated Frogmore Cottage home on the queen’s 
Windsor Castle estate as their British base. 

The London Evening Standard newspaper said the 
family was “falling apart, and should try to put itself 
back together”. The Sussexes need to accept they have 
“caused a lot of upset”, while the others must under-
stand that the pair are “deeply unhappy with the role 
cast for them as minor royals hanging on the purse-
strings of their relatives”. The way forward must involve 
the freedom to live abroad and earn money, the daily 
said. 

Harry, now sixth in line to the throne following the 
birth of William’s three children, has been open about 
his mental health issues in coming to terms with his 
mother’s death in a Paris car crash, when he was just 12. 
He and Meghan in October admitted to struggling with 
the spotlight following their wedding at Windsor Castle 
in May 2018 and son Archie’s birth 12 months later. 

US former television actress Meghan was widely 
welcomed as a breath of fresh air for the royal family 
when their engagement was announced in Nov 2017. 
But the prince and the ex-”Suits” star have lashed out 
at negative news coverage since the wedding - some of 
which Harry says was racist - in light of Meghan’s bi-
racial heritage. BBC royal correspondent Jonny 
Dymond said Harry and Meghan must commit to public 
service if they are to remain as royals. “A deal will 
probably be crafted - however the direction of travel is 
one way. Prince Harry and Meghan are looking for the 
exit,” he said.  —Agencies 
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below the Earth’s surface. Schools in the region 

around Taal, some government offices in Manila and 
the Philippine Stock Exchange were closed as authori-
ties issued warnings against breathing the ash. 

Stores quickly sold out of dust masks, which health 
officials said could help protect against potentially 
harmful effects of the powder-like soot. “I’ll just stay at 
home and tie a handkerchief around my face. I think 
that’s OK,” Manila resident Menchie Claveria said, 
after attempting to buy a mask.  

Limited flight operations resumed mid-yesterday at 
Manila’s main international airport, nearly a day after 
authorities halted them due to the safety risk volcanic 
ash poses to planes. However, travellers booked on 
over 240 cancelled flights still faced delays at Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport. “I’m disappointed 
because this (delay) means additional expense for me 
and it’s tiring to wait,” said stranded traveller Joan 

Diocaras, a 28-year-old Filipino who works in Taiwan. 
“But there’s nothing we can do.” 

The eruption began with an explosion of superheat-
ed steam and rock, but by early yesterday “fountains” 
of lava had been spotted on Taal, the Philippine 
Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (Phivolcs) 
said. Stunning lightning shows have periodically played 
out above the volcano in a little-understood phenome-
non that has been attributed to static electricity. 
Authorities raised the volcano alert level to its second-
highest on Sunday, saying an “explosive eruption” 
could happen in “hours to days”. 

Phivolcs chief Renato Solidum told AFP the lava was 
evidence of fresh movement in the volcano, but said it 
was unclear if Taal would “sustain its activity”. Apart 
from the ash, some particles up to 6.4 cm in diameter, 
larger than a golf ball, had reportedly fallen in areas 
around the lake, Phivolcs said. Taal’s last eruption was 
in 1977, Solidum said. Two years ago, Mount Mayon 
displaced tens of thousands of people after spewing 
millions of tons of ash, rocks and lava in the central 
Bicol region. The most powerful explosion in recent 
years was the 1991 eruption of Mount Pinatubo, about 
100 km northwest of Manila, which killed more than 
800 people. — AFP 
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Japan, however, will not join a US-led coalition in the 

region. Tokyo has walked a fine line in balancing its key 
alliance with Washington and its longstanding relations 
and interests with Tehran. Ohtaka said that Abe stressed 
the importance of a continuous and stable Saudi oil sup-
ply to Japan. The prime minister’s tour will also include 
visits to the United Arab Emirates and Oman. 

Meanwhile, King Abdullah of Jordan yesterday 
warned that the Islamic State group was regrouping 
and was once again on the rise in the Middle East. 
Months after the ousting of IS last year from their last 
Syrian holdout, Abdullah said his “major concern is that 
we have seen over the past year the re-establishment 
and rise of ISIS”, not only in southeastern Syria, but 
also in western Iraq. 

“We have to deal with the reemergence of ISIS,” the 
king added in an interview with TV channel France 24 
ahead of talks this week in Brussels, Strasbourg and 
Paris. He also said many foreign fighters from Syria 
were now in Libya. “From a European perspective, with 
Libya being much closer to Europe, this is going to be 

an important discussion in the next couple of days,” 
Abdullah said. “Several thousand fighters have left Idlib 
(Syria) through the northern border and have ended up 
in Libya, that is something that we in the region but also 
our European friends will have to address in 2020.” 

Regarding last week’s spiking of tensions between Iran 
and the United States, Abdullah said he hoped that “in the 
next several months we set the right tone for the region, 
which is really to bring the temperature down”. “So far it 
looks like de-escalation, we hope that that continues to 
be the trend. We can’t afford instability in our part of the 
world. “Whatever happens in Tehran will affect Baghdad, 
Amman, Beirut, the Israeli Palestinian process.” 

Abdullah added that the recent deployment of Turkish 
troops in a training capacity to Libya “will only create 
more confusion” in the country. Both sides in Libya’s con-
flict agreed to a ceasefire from Sunday to end nine months 
of fighting, following weeks of international diplomacy and 
calls for a truce by power-brokers Russia and Turkey. 

A UN report in November said several countries 
were violating the arms embargo on Libya in place 
since the overthrow of Muammar Gaddafi in 2011. 
Jordan and the United Arab Emirates have regularly 
supplied the forces of Libyan military strongman 
General Khalifa Haftar, who is backed by Turkey’s 
regional rivals - Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the UAE. 
Jordan, whose stability is seen as vital for the volatile 
Middle East, hosts some 1.3 million refugees from 
neighboring war-torn Syria.  — Agencies 
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A driver competes in Stage 8 of Dakar 2020 around Wadi Ad-Dawasir yesterday. — AFP 

PARIS: A rise in temperature of just two degrees Celsius 
could lead to an additional 2,100 deaths from injuries 
every year in the United States, researchers said yester-
day, highlighting another danger posed by global warm-
ing. Most of the extra fatalities would be men aged 15-34 
years due to a heightened risk of drowning and road traf-
fic accidents, with alcohol consumption tending to rise in 
line with temperatures. Researchers from Britain and the 
US studied the number of deaths from injuries on a state-
by-state basis for every year between 1980 and 2017.  

The deaths were classed either as accidental - from 
vehicle crashes, falls, drowning and so on - or intentional, 
from say assault and suicide. They then tracked unusual 
temperature changes for each county over the same peri-
od and found that deaths from injuries tended to rise dur-
ing warmer months, particularly in populous southern 
states such as California, Texas and Florida. The authors 
of the study, published in the journal Nature Medicine, 
said the findings indicated a strong link between the risk 
of dying from injury and rising global temperatures trig-
gered by climate change.  

“These new results show how much climate change 
can affect young people,” said Majid Ezzati, senior study 
author and a professor at Imperial College London.  “We 
need to respond to this threat with better preparedness 
in terms of emergency services, social support and health 
warnings.” Data from the National Center for Health 
Statistics analyzed by the team showed that in the 1980-
2017 period, 4.1 million boys and men died from injury 
compared with 1.8 million girls and women.  

They found that warmer temperatures increased the 
risk of dying from drowning and transport accidents, 
linked to increased swimming, driving and alcohol intake. 
They used a statistical model to predict the number of 
additional deaths in a given year depending on whether 

temperatures warm 1.5C or 2C. These are the tempera-
ture targets that nations agreed to work towards in the 
2015 Paris climate accord.  

The team found that 1.5C of warming would bring an 
additional 1,600 deaths each year; 2C of warming would 
see around 2,100 more. With just 1C of warming since 
pre-industrial times so far, Earth has already experienced 
a cascade of deadly climate-related disasters that kill 
thousands of people and displace millions each year. 
President Donald Trump plans to formally pull the US 
from the Paris deal later this year.  

On Saturday, experts said 2020 is the most crucial 
year yet for humanity’s plan to dodge the bullet of cata-
strophic global warming, warning that the narrow path to 
safety was riddled with pitfalls, from the US election to 
Brexit. When nations struck the 2015 Paris agreement, 
which aims to limit temperature rises under 2 degrees 
Celsius, they agreed on five-year periods in which climate 
action could be implemented, assessed and boosted.  

2020 is the year the landmark deal goes into effect, yet 
almost three decades of diplomatic wrangling has fallen 
far short of what science says is needed to avert disas-
trous climate change. A crucial UN summit at which lead-
ers will finalize their action plans to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions is set to open in Glasgow on Nov 9 - just 
six days after a US general election that could see Trump 
win a second term. 

Trump shocked the world in 2017 when he said the 
United States - history’s largest emitter - was withdraw-
ing from the Paris agreement. It is due to leave the deal on 
Nov 4. After a year of climate-related disasters, from 
cyclones and flooding in Africa and southeast Asia to 
devastating wildfires in Australia and California, nations in 
December failed to make progress during the annual UN 
Climate Change Conference COP 25.  

More than 100 countries have pledged to redouble 
their efforts to reduce domestic emissions, but the 
biggest polluters - China, India, the US and the European 
Union - have yet to unveil new plans. The Paris deal was 
dragged partly over the line thanks to more than a year of 
shuttle diplomacy by host France. Climate negotiations 
are multilateral and emissions cuts voluntary, so much 
depends on the skill and tactics of the country in charge 
of annual COP negotiating sessions. — AFP 
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