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Spain arrests 
suspect in 
shooting two 
police in Britain
MADRID: A man wanted for killing two policemen
in Britain has been arrested on Spain’s holiday
island of Tenerife, Spanish police said yesterday.
Police arrested the 39-year-old British man as he
left a supermarket in Adeje in southwestern Tenerife
where he “lived a completely normal life” and “tried
to go unnoticed”, police said in a statement.

The man, identified only by his initials J.K., is
suspected of entering a police station in Glasgow in
2006 and shooting dead a police officer who was
on duty. British authorities also suspect him of hav-
ing been part of a group that shot dead another
police officer in Britain ten years later.

The man, suspected of belonging to a criminal
gang, is also under investigation for his possible
involvement in six other murders in Britain, accord-
ing to Spanish police. Spanish authorities opened
their investigation last year after receiving a tip
from Britain’s National Crime Agency that he may
be living Spain. Tenerife, the largest and most pop-
ulated of Spain’s Canary Islands located in the
Atlantic Ocean off the Moroccan coast, is home to
a sizeable British expat community.  —AFP 

BELFAST: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson prom-
ised a “bright future” for Northern Ireland yesterday as
he visited Belfast to mark the reopening of its power-
sharing devolved government after a three-year hiatus.
The British province has been run by officials since the
two main parties, the pro-London Democratic
Unionists (DUP) and the republican Sinn Fein, fell out in
January 2017.

The power vacuum came at a critical time, as
Northern Ireland faces uncertainty over its relationship
with London and Dublin following Britain’s looming exit
from the European Union.

“Never mind the hand of history on my shoulder... I
see the hand of the future beckoning us all forward,”
Johnson told reporters after meeting assembly mem-
bers. “And I hope that with goodwill and compromise
and hard work on all sides it will be a very bright future
indeed.”

At its reopening on Saturday, the assembly chose
DUP leader Arlene Foster to be first minister and effec-
tive head of the government, while Sinn Fein’s Michelle
O’Neill was made her deputy.

After meeting them both, Johnson hailed Northern
Ireland’s politicians for having “put aside their differ-
ences, stepped up to the plate and shown leadership”.
He said Northern Ireland was “a place of fantastic
potential”, and that the UK government would work
with Belfast to ensure this was delivered.

Brexit checks 
Johnson did not confirm reports that London would

be giving at least £2 billion (2.34 billion euros, $2.60
billion) to the province. But he said a priority would be
investing in the health service, which has been hit by a
wave of nurses’ strikes.

Power-sharing was set up under the 1998 Good
Friday agreement, which brought peace to Northern
Ireland after decades of sectarian violence that killed
thousands of people. The devolved government col-
lapsed in January 2017 over a scandal caused by the
runaway costs of a renewable energy scheme champi-
oned by Foster.

After years of negotiations that led nowhere, the
DUP and Sinn Fein last week approved an agreement
drawn up by the British and Irish governments. One
factor in the breakthrough was the threat of elections if
there was no deal. In the UK-wide election last month,
the DUP and Sinn Fein both lost votes to smaller par-
ties, in part due to public frustration at the protracted
stalemate.

The assembly will also have a future say over Brexit
arrangements, which will see Northern Ireland take on
a special trading status in order to avoid checks on its
land border with EU member Ireland.

Johnson repeated yesterday there was no need for
checks on Northern Irish goods going to mainland
Britain. Equally, British goods going the other way
would only be checked if they were destined for
Ireland-and even then, only if London and Brussels
failed to agree a free trade deal he was confident of
getting later this year. 

Legacy issues 
Although both sides have endorsed the new deal,

some elements may still yet prove controversial, notably
the issue of the legacy of Northern Ireland’s past. The
accord includes a commitment to uphold a 2014 deal
setting up a historical investigations unit to investigate
deaths during the so-called Troubles.

Some in London are worried about prosecutions

against British soldiers deployed to the region, and
Johnson’s Conservatives have promised to end “vexa-
cious” legal claims against the armed forces.

In Belfast, Johnson said there was “a balance
between giving people who are in search of the truth
the confidence that they need” and in giving veterans

“the confidence and certainty that they need”.
Negotiations to revive Stormont had also been stuck

on the use of the Irish language and a mechanism giv-
ing parties veto rights. The deal would now give the
Irish language official recognition and it eliminates the
veto mechanism. —AFP

Belfast marks reopening of its power-sharing devolved government

Johnson hails N Ireland’s ‘bright 
future’ after devolution restored

BELFAST: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (second right) meets with Ireland’s Prime Minister Leo
Varadkar (second left), Ireland’s Foreign Minister Simon Coveney (right) and Britain’s Northern Ireland
Secretary Julian Smith (left) in attendance at the Parliament Buildings, the seat of the of the Northern
Ireland Assembly, on the Stormont Estate in Belfast yesterday. —AFP

Assange needs 
time to speak to
lawyer, court told
LONDON: WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange is not
getting the time he needs with his legal team to dis-
cuss his fight against extradition to the United
States, causing delays to the case, his lawyer told a
British court yesterday.

After skipping bail in Britain, Assange spent sev-
en years holed up in Ecuador’s embassy in London
before he was dragged out by police in April last
year. The United States wants him extradited to face
18 charges including conspiring to hack government
computers and violating an espionage law. He could
spend decades in prison if convicted.

The 48-year-old Australian appeared for yester-
day’s hearing at Westminster Magistrates Court

wearing glasses and a dark blazer over a light top.
He spoke only to confirm his name and date of birth
to the judge and saluted his supporters in the public
gallery at the beginning and end of the hearing.

Assange’s lawyer Gareth Peirce said difficulty in
getting time with Assange had delayed the case,
telling the court: “This slippage in the timetable is
extremely worrying.” Assange is being held in a
British jail pending the US extradition case, having
served a sentence for skipping bail.

He fled to Ecuador’s embassy in 2012 to avoid
being sent to Sweden to face sex crimes accu-
sations that were dropped last year. He says the
US charges against him are a political attempt
to silence journalists and publishers, and that
the Swedish allegations were part of a plot to
catch him.

Assange made global headlines in early 2010
when WikiLeaks published a classified US military
video showing a 2007 attack by Apache helicopters
in Baghdad that killed a dozen people, including two
Reuters news staff. Judge Vanessa Baraitser said

Assange could have time yesterday to speak to his
lawyers, and would appear in court again later yes-
terday. Full extradition proceedings are expected to
commence in February. —Reuters

Macron and Sahel 
leaders to review 
anti-jihad campaign
PAU, France: French President Emmanuel
Macron yesterday hosted counterparts
from five Sahel countries to reassess their
joint fight against a mounting jihadist revolt
as France’s military role is being questioned
in the region. 

Tensions between France and officials
from Burkina Faso, Chad, Niger, Mali and
Mauritania could make for a tricky
exchange at the talks in Pau, southwest
France. The city was home to seven of 13
soldiers killed in a helicopter collision in
Mali last month, the deadliest one-day mili-
tary loss for France in nearly four decades.

The leaders will attend a memorial
service for the soldiers before beginning
their talks at 4:30 pm (1530 GMT), which
will also be attended by UN chief Antonio
Guterres as well as the heads of the
African Union and the EU Council. A press
conference is scheduled afterward, fol-
lowed by a dinner.

Macron insists the Sahel leaders must
use the occasion to publicly reiterate their
support for France’s military presence-by
far the largest foreign contribution to the
fight against extremists aligned with Al-
Qaeda and the Islamic State group.
Visiting the region last month, Macron
complained of a lack of “clear political
condemnation of anti-French feelings” on
the ground, saying he was loath to send
soldiers to countries where their presence
was not “clearly wanted.”

On Saturday, Defence Minister Florence
Parly was blunter: “We need to determine a
clear position from political leaders on
what they want or not,” she told France
Inter radio, noting that 41 French soldiers
have been killed in the Sahel region since
2013.

Jihadist fighters have recently stepped
up their campaign against military and
civilian targets, with Guterres warning this
month that “terrorist groups are gaining
ground.”

On Thursday, 89 soldiers are killed in an
attack on a military camp at Chinegodar in
Niger, near the border with Mali, the worst
jihadist attack in its history.

‘Down with France’ 
On Friday, hundreds of people gathered

in the Malian capital Bamako to protest the
presence of the 4,500 soldiers in France’s
Barkhane operation, carrying posters read-
ing “Down with France, Barkhane must
leave” and “France is a brake on our devel-
opment.” Despite the French presence and
a 13,000-member UN peacekeeping force
in Mali dubbed MINUSMA, the conflict
that erupted in the north of that country in
2012 has since spread to its neighbors,
especially Burkina Faso and Niger.

Thousands of civilians have been killed
and more than a million displaced, with
hundreds of troops dead, including dozens
of French ones. Macron has already called
to clarify “political and strategic frame-
work” of the Sahel fight in his talks with
Mali’s Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, Burkina
Faso’s Roch Marc Christian Kabore, Niger’s
Mahamadou Issoufou, Mauritania’s
Mohamed Ould Ghazouani and Chad’s
Idriss Deby. Mali’s Keita has said the sum-

mit will be “decisive” and “will allow us to
put on the table all the questions, all the
grievances, all the solutions”.

But he insisted the G5 leaders would
demand a “respectable and respectful rela-
tionship” with France-Kabore of Burkina
Faso described Macron’s recent insistences
as “lacking in tact”.

‘All options on the table’ 
Macron ordered a review of the

Barkhane operation after the Mali helicop-
ter disaster, saying “all options are on the
table,” implying a potential drawdown of
French troops. France has long complained
that only Britain and the US have provided
support for the operation, deploring the
lack of significant contributions from EU
allies.

Last year, only $300 million (269 million

euros) of $400 million pledged by the
international community in cash and mate-
rial support to the Sahel was delivered,
according to the French presidency.

France may also be facing the prospect
of losing American help, after The New
York Times reported in December that the
Pentagon would reduce troop levels in
Africa, or even withdraw them completely.

NGOs on Friday urged that civilians
caught in the crossfire not be forgotten at
yesterday’s talks.

“The military response in the Sahel is
part of the problem,” said Maureen Magee
of the Norwegian Refugee Council.  “Last
year, military operations in Mali have
pushed more than 80,000 people to flee.
Engagement in the Sahel must put the pro-
tection of the populations at the heart of
the response.”  —AFP

French president Emmanuel Macron and Senegalese counterpart Macky Sall. 
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Former Pope 
Benedict breaks 
silence on 
celibacy debate 
VATICAN CITY: Former Pope Benedict, in
a new book written with a conservative
cardinal, defends priestly celibacy in the
Catholic Church in what appears to be a
strategically timed appeal to Pope Francis

to not change the rules. Benedict wrote the
book, “From the Depths of Our Hearts,”
with Cardinal Robert Sarah, 74, a Guinean
prelate who heads the Vatican’s
Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments.

Excerpts were published on Sunday on
the website of the French newspaper Le
Figaro. The Vatican had no immediate com-
ment on the book, which is due to be pub-
lished on Monday.

In October, the final document of an
assembly of Roman Catholic bishops, or
synod, from the Amazon proposed that mar-
ried men in the remote area be allowed to
be ordained priests, which could lead to a

landmark change in the Church’s centuries-
old discipline of celibacy. Pope Francis will
consider it, along with many other proposals
on issues that emerged during the synod,
including the environment and the role of
women, in a document of his own, known as
an Apostolic Exhortation. It is expected to
be issued in the next few months.

In 2013, when he became the first pope
in 700 years to resign, Benedict, who lives
in the Vatican and is now 92 and in failing
health, vowed to remain “hidden from the
world”. But he has given interviews, written
articles and contributed to books, in effect
breaking that pledge and cheering conser-
vatives, some of whom do not recognise

Francis’ legitimacy. Massimo Faggioli, a the-
ologian at Villanova University in the United
States, called it “a serious breach” by the
former pope, who vowed “unconditional
reverence and obedience” to his successor.

In his part of the book, Benedict says
celibacy, which became a stable tradition in
the Church only about 1,000 years ago,
carries “great significance” because it
allows a priest to concentrate on his voca-
tion. He says “it doesn’t seem possible to
realise both vocations (priesthood and mar-
riage) simultaneously.” In a joint introduc-
tion, both men say they could not remain
silent about the October synod, which at
times led to clashes between progressive

and conservative Catholic media outlets,
underscoring the polarization in the 1.3 bil-
lion-member Church.

The proposal calls for older married men
who are already deacons in the Church,
have a stable family relationship and are
proven leaders in their communities to be
ordained as priests after adequate forma-
tion. This solution to the shortage of priests,
backed by many South American bishops,
would allow Catholics in isolated areas to
attend Mass and receive the sacraments
more regularly. For his part, Sarah says
making exceptions to the celibacy rule
would be a “a lie” that would set a danger-
ous precedent. —Reuters

Two US airmen 
found dead at 
Germany base
FRANKFURT AM Main:  Two US Air Force airmen were
found dead last week in Germany, the base where they
were stationed said in a statement yesterday, adding that
an investigation into the cause is underway. The men,
both aged 20, “were found unresponsive in a dorm room”
in the early evening of January 9, the 52nd Fighter Wing
based at Spangdahlem airbase in western Germany said
in a statement. Efforts to revive them failed and medics
pronounced them dead around 20 minutes after the bod-
ies were discovered. “It is always very difficult to lose val-
ued members of our team,” 52nd Fighter Wing com-
mander Colonel David Epperson said, offering “sincerest
and heartfelt condolences” to the soldiers’ families.

The men had served in the maintenance squadron
belonging to the fighter wing. Spangdahlem air base also
made headlines in October last year, when one of the
unit’s F-16 fighter jets crashed in western Germany. The
pilot in that incident escaped with minor injuries. —AFP


