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Be role model to state departments,
assembly panel tells finance ministry

Only KD 3 million collected for using state-owned open land plots last year

Coastguard foils drug
smuggling bid
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti coastguard foiled
an attempt to smuggle a large quantity
of drugs into the country via sea yester-
day. A boat was spotted moving in a sus-
picious manner, and it had its navigation
lights turned off. The boat was intercept-

ed and coastguard men apprehended
two persons who were on board and
failed to produce IDs. The suspects were
taken for questioning, during which they
confessed that they dropped drugs in
the Gulf waters, and led security men to
the site. Seven bags were lifted, which
contained 183 pieces of drugs.

KUWAIT: Some domestic help offices
have closed down temporarily due to
their inability to receive applications
for new domestic helpers due to the
Philippine ban, as the market seems to
be suffering from a shortage in house-
maids except for those from Sri Lanka,
Al-Qabas daily reported yesterday.
Although the Philippines has stopped
sending domestic help to Kuwait after
a maid was killed by her sponsor, offi-
cial statistics from the domestic help
department said workers of this
nationality are less likely to face
deportation.

Meanwhile, the department’s statis-
tics show that the number of com-
plaints lodged by Filipina domestic
helpers dropped to 33 percent last
year compared to 36 percent of annual
complaints in 2018. The statistics
showed Filipina workers were filing at
least 400 complaints per year in aver-
age, and were the largest group com-

pared to 14 other nationalities, but the
average dropped to 121 cases among
total 3,226 cases filed in 2019. 

Separately, Al-Jarida daily quoted
sources at the manpower authority
who said that about 50 percent of the
total violating labor arrested last year
were domestic helpers holding article
20 residency permits in violation of
law 6/2010, which was issued with
regards to work in the private sector.
They said after arresting those work-
ers, legal action was taken and they
were deported from the country.

The sources said the manpower
authority’s board of directors will soon
discuss views to impose strict punish-
ments against private sector employers
who allow domestic helpers to work
for them in violation of the law. They
said the authority plans to ban violat-
ing employers from bringing workers
from abroad and even local sponsor-
ship, and will be placed on the backlist.

Filipina domestic helpers’
complaints dropped to 33%

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The budgets and final statement committee
at the National Assembly urged the finance ministry to
be a role model for other state departments in terms of
controlling the state’s financial administration, regulat-
ing its accounts and implementing various directives
and financial resolutions. In this regard, committee
chairman MP Adnan Abdulsamad said the committee
met finance ministry representatives to discuss its final
statement for the fiscal year
2018-2019 as well as the
State Audit Bureau report
and remarks. He added that
all remarks were repeated
and that practical solutions
were needed to put an end to
related problems. 

Abdulsamad also pointed
out an agreement between
the central bank and the
finance ministry that the
state treasury would be
responsible for the cost of the central bank’s monetary
policies, which was KD 110.8 million in the fiscal year
2018-2019 with a KD 81 million deficit compared to
predictions. Abdulsamad explained that the committee
was keen on collecting the government’s dues, which
have been accumulating for over 15 years. Further,
Abdulsamad said the committee noticed that the fees
collected for using state-owned open land plots were
as low as KD 3 million last year, of which only 36 per-
cent had been collected in 2018-2019. He also noted
that the finance ministry had been contracting more
consultants “for a fortune,” adding that nationals should
be trained and qualified in a bid to limit such contracts. 

National labor 
The Public Authority for Manpower is scheduled to

start implementing new regulations concerning the
national labor percentage in non-government bodies
next week after the implementation had been repeated-
ly postponed for study. In this regard, informed sources
said the Cabinet’s economic committee had postponed
the implementation until a final decision was reached.
The sources added that some activities, such as farm-

ing, had been exempted from
the fines and special fees for
not respecting the new per-
centages. 

Notably, the Cabinet had
issued a decision amending
its resolution number
904/2002 pertaining setting
a mandatory percentage for
citizens in non-governmental
bodies, but it was not so far
put into practice. According
to the amendments, percent-

ages of citizens will be increased to 70 percent in the
banking sector, 65 percent in telecom companies, 40
percent in finance and investment and 30 percent in
higher education, universities, institutes and petro-
chemical industries. 

Social care
Minister of Social Affairs Ghadeer Aseeri yesterday

toured the juveniles social care hostels for boys and
girls to inspect the services provided and the presence
of employees during the holidays. Aseeri stressed that
the juvenile department is a government body aiming to
reform young residents according to international

treaties rather than punishing them.

PAAET vacancies
Education Minister Saud Al-Harbi announced he had

met Public Authority for Applied Education and Training
Director Ali Al-Mudaf and agreed on declaring all

vacancies in various colleges within a few days and
those in various institutes later, according to standard
conditions and regulations. Harbi added that selecting
teaching staff members for the vacancies will be done
according to set regulations that objectively provide and
respect justice and equal opportunities to all candidates. 

National labor
increase in

private sector

Ministry registered
2,211 online trademarks
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce
and Industry’s (MoCI) patent rights
department announced receiving 2,211
online applications to register and
publ ish trademarks and brands in

December. MoCI a lso said 1 ,076
brand registrations, 560 brand  publi-
cat ions and 574 cert i f icates were
issued in the same period, in addition
to 305 brand registration renewals and
345 name, address and ownership
change transactions.

KUWAIT: The National Assembly’s building.


