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KUWAIT: Filipino expats living and working in Kuwait
want the partial ban on Pinoy domestic helpers to be in
force for a longer period, according to a survey by
Kuwait Times. “Since I started working here in Kuwait
in 2007, I have heard so many stories about them. This
is enough! It’s too rampant - these are no longer isolat-
ed cases, and the government of the Philippines must
work on the ban to be implemented for a longer period.
Shame on us that we cannot prevent these abuses from
happening. They think we are mere objects subject to
any form of abuse by anyone who wants to harm us. We
are human beings - if they have feelings, we have them
too,” said an overseas Filipino worker (OFW) in
response to the survey via Facebook.

“Be firm once and for all. We want this partial ban on
domestic helpers to be implemented a bit longer, just
like the ban imposed by Indonesia. If they can, why
can’t we?” demanded another 40-year-old Filipino
working in Kuwait. All names have been withheld to
protect respondents who might face a backlash from
their employers in Kuwait.

Last Friday, Philippine Labor Secretary Silvestre
Bello III said the government might declare a total ban
on the deployment of OFWs to Kuwait in the wake of a
“questionable” autopsy report released by the Kuwaiti
government on the death late last month of domestic
helper Jeanelyn Villavende. Bello deplored the results of
the initial autopsy in Kuwait, noting that it highly con-
tradicted the autopsy conducted by the Philippine
National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) at a funeral par-
lor in Purok Guimbal, Barangay Tinago, the native place
of Villavende. 

Bello did not disclose the details of the re-autopsy
pending the release of the official report, but when
pressed by reporters for details, he said they “did
wicked things to the victim and oppressed her too
much”. The autopsy report earlier released by Kuwaiti
authorities said the 26-year-old Villavende died of
acute heart and respiratory failure as a result of shock
and multiple injuries to the vascular system. Villavende
was brought dead to a hospital in Kuwait on Dec 28
after reportedly being beaten by her female employer.
Her family was informed of her death on Dec 30.

Bello, who last week declared a partial ban on the

deployment of OFWs to Kuwait, said he doubted the
“one-sentence” autopsy findings released by the
Kuwaiti authorities, as the cause of the victim’s death
was unclear. He said he immediately requested the NBI
to conduct a re-autopsy on Villavende after the repa-
triation of her remains. Once he receives the official
report on the NBI’s re-autopsy, Bello said he will con-
vene the governing board of the Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration and may recommend a

total deployment ban on OFWs to Kuwait. “That will
not be lifted until we get proper justice (for
Villavende),” Bello said.

As to the suspects in the killing, he said the Kuwaiti
couple that had employed the victim has been
detained, as confirmed by the labor attache of the
Philippine Embassy in Kuwait. He said Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Manila Musaed Saleh Ahmad Al-
Thuwaikh informed him in a meeting last week that the
suspects have been charged. But Bello noted that
Thuwaikh has failed on his promise to deliver a copy of
the charge sheet last Monday.

Abuse of domestic helpers in the Gulf region
including Kuwait is all too common. In Feb 2018, the
Philippine government also briefly declared a total
ban on all Filipino workers bound to Kuwait after the
body of Joanna Demafelis, a 29-year-old Filipino maid,
was found in the freezer of her employers’ house in
Hawally. The ban was only lifted after the two coun-
tries finally agreed to sign bilateral agreements on
domestic help concerns.  

A further, albeit temporary diplomatic standoff
occurred when Kuwait discovered that Philippine
embassy personnel were helping housemaids escape
from their sponsors. Then Philippine Ambassador to
Kuwait Renato Villa was declared persona non grata
and was asked to leave Kuwait. Till now, no new ambas-
sador has been appointed and Charge d’Affaires
Noordin Pendosina Lomondot has not yet received
confirmation in the Philippine Senate.      

“If I were the decision maker, I want a total ban and
make it sure it will be implemented. Hopefully, this gov-
ernment will learn a lesson from the past. I don’t want
to hear today about the ban and then tomorrow it’s

over,” said Marissa, who
hails from Davao, the
native place of President
Rodrigo Duterte. 

Another Filipino work-
ing in Kuwait noted she
would like to see a total ban
on domestic helpers, but
not for skilled and unskilled
laborers. “Things will never
be okay for those working
in private homes. If our
government tolerates this
again, I’m sure a lot of
Filipinas will be killed and
mistreated once again, so
for me, enough is enough,”
she said.

Other respondents said that in order to fully imple-
ment the ban, the Philippine government must create
better working conditions for its workers and more jobs
for people in the provinces, so they are not lured by
high-paying jobs abroad. There are more than 250,000
Filipinos in Kuwait, the Philippine foreign ministry esti-
mates, with 65 percent working as domestic helpers.

The killing of Villavende is the latest in a series of
abuses faced by Filipino workers in the Middle East, the
main destination for about 3,000 Filipinos who leave
the country daily on temporary foreign work permits.
The women tend to work as domestic workers while
men are mostly employed in construction and other
sectors.  Around 10 million Filipinos are migrant work-
ers overseas and their remittances account for more
than 10 percent of the country’s GDP.
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By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Kuwaiti Domestic Helper
Agencies Union Khaled Al-Dakhnan said 85 percent
of agencies have no applications because they mainly
rely on recruit ing domestic helpers from the
Philippines, which is currently suspended in the after-
math of the killing of a Filipina maid by her sponsor.
“The agencies are currently in a crisis that may lead
to closing most of them if the suspension continues
for over two months,” he warned. 

Dakhnan added that most agencies are completely
empty except for a few with Sri Lankan helpers aged
over 40, which is dissatisfactory to some citizens,
who prefer younger maids. “The reason behind the
aged Sri Lankan helpers is that most neighboring
countries pay higher commissions to domestic helper
agencies in Sri Lanka, and thus they send them all the
younger ones,” he underlined. 

Dakhnan urged the foreign ministry to immediately
act and resolve the problem with relevant authorities
in the Philippines. “This crisis is the result of mainly

depending on one country in supplying domestic
helpers despite the union’s repeated calls to bringing
them from more countries,” he elaborated. 

Responding to a question about current fees,
Dakhnan said that the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry had recently issued a decision fixing the
maximum fees at KD 990, which he believes will hin-
der developing the sector as many exporting coun-
tries have been increasing the recruitment rates of
well-trained helpers.    

Private hospitals
Kuwait Municipality rejected the Ministry of

Health’s (MoH) request to allocate over 15 sites to
build private hospitals, said informed sources, noting
that  MoH requested holding a meet ing with
Municipality Minister Waleed Al-Jassem and head of
the Municipal Council Osama Al-Otaibi to discuss
the reasons for the rejection. “Many investors have
applied to build private hospitals and have been
officially licensed by MoH to help develop health-
care services on the one hand and ease the burden
on public hospitals on the other,” the sources
explained. 

Further, the sources said the matter might be
referred to the Cabinet unless the municipality
provides the needed sites within three months.
Notably, MoH had earlier asked the municipality to
list the plots allocated for building private hospitals
and those allocated for MoH so that it could dis-
tribute them to private hospitals.  

Kuwait recruitment
agencies suffering
after Philippines ban

KUWAIT: The total number of registered domes-
tic helpers in Kuwait is estimated at 727,000,
according to recent statistics released by the
Public Authority for Manpower, based on Interior
Ministry figures. A department at the authority
which handles the recruitment of domestic helpers
said meanwhile that it turned down requests to
issue licenses for 209 new domestic help offices

because they failed to comply with rules and con-
ditions. There are 473 registered officers in
Kuwait according to statistics, of which only 326
have the right to bring in domestic helpers. The
department issued 63 new licenses from April 1,
2019 to December 31, 2019, while these offices
brought in 1,556 domestic helpers during that
time period. — Al-Jarida

Suicide suspected in
Farwaniya man’s death
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: A man was found dead in the stairwell of a
Farwaniya building with marks of a rope around his
neck, said security sources, noting that on receiving the
report, an ambulance was immediately dispatched to the
scene, but the man was already dead upon their arrival.
Initial investigations showed that the man was an Indian
national who might have committed suicide. A case was
filed and further investigations are in progress. 

Diabetes unit
Endocrinologist and diabetes consultant at Sabah

Hospital Dr Adel Redha said there was a remarkable
increase in patients received by the unit in 2019. “We
received over 27,000 patients and provided medical
consultation to patients in 17 other hospitals and med-
ical centers within Sabah medical zone,” he added.  On
another concern, Dr Redha warned of using thyroid
hormones to lose weight, which had increased the num-
ber of arrhythmia cases. “This hormone is only pre-
scribed to patients with hypothyroidism or lack of nor-
mal hormone production,” Redha stressed, noting that
using the hormone without medical supervision leads
to dangerous complications such as psychological dis-
orders, trembling hands, arrhythmia, eye deformations
and menstrual disorders for women.   

727,000 registered domestic helpers

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Under the patronage and
attendance of Interior Ministry
Undersecretary Lt Gen Essam Salem
Al-Nahham, the conclusion of a sign
language course was held at the min-
istry’s specialized training center in
cooperation with the Ministry of
Education. Thirty Interior Ministry
employees participated in the course
which took place from December 12,
2019 to January 8, 2020. Lt Gen

Nahham delivered a speech in which
he conveyed greetings from Deputy
Premier, Interior Minister, State
Minister for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-
Saleh. He then pointed out the impor-
tance of organizing specialized
courses, and urged graduates to
apply what they learned in their daily
activities. Assistant Undersecretary
for Traffic Affairs and Operations
Major General Jamal Al-Sayegh
along with other ministry officials
attended the event.

Interior Ministry concludes
sign language course


