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Filipinos in Kuwait want  
full domestic helper ban

Japan’s Abe begins Gulf tour  
in Saudi Arabia amid tensions

Indian police battle anti-Modi  
protesters over disputed law

Dakar Rally in mourning after  
rider Goncalves dies in crash25975

Qatar, Iran agree de-escalation  
‘only solution’ to resolve crisis

Trump warns Iran not to kill protesters • UK envoy summoned after brief detention
TEHRAN: Qatar and Iran agree 
that de-escalation is the “only 
solution” to regional tensions, 
Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al-Thani said yesterday 
after meeting Iran’s President 
Hassan Rouhani in Tehran. “This 
visit comes at a critical time in 
the region, and we agreed with 
the brothers and with His 
Excellency the president that the 
only solution to these crises is 
de-escalation from everyone and 
dialogue,” he told a news confer-
ence. “Dialogue is the only solu-
tion” to resolve the crises, he said 
at a time of heightened US-
Iranian tensions following the US 
killing of an Iranian commander 
and retaliatory strikes. 

Qatar is close to the US and 
hosts Washington’s largest mili-
tary base in the region, but it also 
enjoys strong ties with Tehran, 
with which it shares the world’s 

largest gas field. Sheikh Tamim 
arrived in the Iranian capital 
around midday, semi-official 
news agency ISNA said. Qatar’s 
Foreign Minister Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani reported-
ly called for a peaceful solution 
that would lead to de-escalation 
during a visit to Tehran in the 
immediate aftermath of the US 
strike on Jan 3. 

Sheikh Tamim left Doha for 
Muscat yesterday morning “to 
offer condolences on the death 
of Sultan Qaboos”, the state-run 
Qatar News Agency reported. 
His visit - believed to be his first 
official  visit  to the Islamic 
republic - follows the US killing 
of Iranian general Qasem 
Soleimani in a US drone strike 
near Baghdad’s airport, and 
Iran’s admission it accidentally 
shot down an airl iner near 
Tehran on Wednesday. 

Iran retaliated against the US 
for Soleimani’s death by firing 
missiles at American troops in 
Iraq, which US President Donald 
Trump said caused no casual-
ties. Qatar’s relationship with 

Iran, seen as the major regional 
rival to Saudi Arabia, is one of 
the major factors underpinning 
a crisis between Qatar and its 
former allies. 

Continued on Page 24 

TEHRAN: Iranian President Hassan Rouhani (left) welcomes Qatari Amir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani upon his arrival yesterday. — AFP 

MUSCAT: HH the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah offers 
condolences to Omani Sultan Haitham bin Tariq at Al-Alam Palace yesterday on 
the passing away of Sultan Qaboos. — AFP (See Page 2) 

TRIPOLI: Both sides in Libya’s conflict agreed to a 
ceasefire from yesterday to end nine months of fighting, 
following weeks of international diplomacy and calls for 
a truce by power-brokers Russia and Turkey. The oil-
rich North African country has been wracked by 
bloody turmoil since a 2011 NATO-backed uprising 
killed long-time dictator Muammar Gaddafi, with multi-
ple foreign powers now involved. 

The UN-recognized Government of National 
Accord (GNA) in Tripoli had been under attack since 
last April from forces loyal to eastern-based strongman 
Khalifa Haftar, which on Jan 6 captured the strategic 
coastal city of Sirte. Late on Saturday, Haftar’s forces 
announced a ceasefire starting at midnight in line with a 
joint call by Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin. GNA head 
Fayez Al-Sarraj, who met Erdogan in Istanbul yester-
day, confirmed the ceasefire had taken effect. 

The UN mission in Libya welcomed the announce-
ments and called on all parties “to respect the ceasefire” 
and support efforts to launch an inter-Libyan dialogue. 
Likewise, the Arab League urged Libya’s factions to 
“commit to stop the fighting, work on alleviating all 
forms of escalations and engage in good faith aimed at 
reaching permanent arrangements for a ceasefire”. 

Neighboring Algeria, at the center of a flurry of 
diplomatic activity on Libya, called for a “swift return to 

the process of national dialogue to reach a political 
solution”. Putin held talks on the telephone yesterday 
with Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte and French 
President Emmanuel Macron, who both voiced support 
for a planned international conference on Libya to be 
held in Berlin, the Kremlin said. Since the start of the 
offensive against Tripoli, more than 280 civilians and 
about 2,000 fighters have been killed and 146,000 
Libyans displaced, according to the United Nations. 
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Fragile truce agreed  
in Libya after nine  
months of fighting 

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
(right) meets the head of Libya’s Government of National 
Accord (GNA) Fayez Al-Sarraj yesterday. — AFP 

MANILA: Philippine authorities warned yesterday an 
“explosive eruption” of a volcano south of Manila could 
be imminent, hours after it sent a massive column of ash 
skyward that forced officials to halt flights at the capi-
tal’s main airport until further notice. Thousands of peo-
ple living near Taal volcano, a popular tourist attraction 
set in the center of a picturesque lake, were evacuated 
from their homes as it spewed ash, rumbled with earth-
quakes and lightning exploded above its crest. 

A “hazardous explosive eruption is possible within 
hours to days”, the nation’s seismological agency 
warned, as locals weighed whether or not to flee the 
area. “I’m afraid that it might erupt... but I’ll leave it to 
fate. I just have to pray,” Eduardo Carino, who works in 
a hotel near the volcano, told AFP. After the ash cloud 
reached 15,000 m into the atmosphere, aviation offi-
cials ordered a suspension of flights to and from the 
capital’s Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA). 

Authorities initially halted operations at NAIA for a 
few hours, but later yesterday announced that flights 
would be suspended “until further notice”. Transport 
secretary Arthur Tugade had instructed aviation offi-
cials to “do whatever is necessary in the interest of 
public safety”, said a joint statement from air and trans-
port authorities. They said they planned to reassess the 

situation today morning. Government seismologists 
recorded magma moving towards the crater of Taal, 
one of the country’s most active volcanoes located 65 
km south of Manila. Taal’s last eruption was in 1977, 
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology 
chief Renato Solidum told AFP.  
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Philippine volcano  
halts Manila flights,  
forces evacuations 

TAGAYTAY, Philippines: People take photos of a phreatic 
explosion from the Taal volcano as seen from this town 
in Cavite province yesterday. —AFP 


