
Amir’s 9th shooting 
competition begins
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Tournament of HH the Amir contin-
ues its competitions today at Sheikh Sabah
Olympic Shooting Complex, as official training
for 10m pistol and rifle will start at 9 am, while
the trap competition for men and women,
shooting at 75 targets will start at 9 am. The 70
meter archery competition will kick off at 8 am
and the finals will follow 45 minutes later.

Shooters Talal Al-Rashidi and Abdelrahman
Al-Faihan, who already qualified for the Tokyo
2020 Olympics, will get into competitions with
shooters from Italy, Kazakhstan, UAE, Qatar,
and Lebanon, while Khalid Al-Mudhaf, Nasser
Al-Miqlid and Fahad Lafi will be in competition
also. Kuwait’s women shooters Sarah and
Shahad Al-Hawal will also compete with Italian,
Kazakhstan and Lebanon champions.

Meanwhile, Abdallah Al-Harby will find the
rifle competition, Hamad Al-Namshan and
Abdallah Al-Mulla the pistol competition a diffi-
cult one in the presence of world champions
from Serbia, Kazakhstan, Lithuania, Bulgaria,
Iran and Bahrain.

Meanwhile, Secretary General of Arab and
Kuwait Shooting Federations, Obaid Munahi Al-
Osaimi, President of African and Egyptian
Shooting Federaiton Major General Hazem
Hosny, and lecturer Pekka distributed certifi-
cates to referees who successfully passed the
running targets course, which was organized by
Kuwait Shooting Federation (KSF) under the
patronage of International Shooting Sport
Federation (ISSF).

Al-Osaimi said KSF always support referees
be them the new ones or veterans through
organizing courses in order to allow them run
major international competitions.

The new referees who passed the course are

Khalid Al-Jurayyed, Abdallah Al-Shimmari,
Salem Al-Dahish, Amina Ismail, Awatef Hamdan,
Shaima Dashdi, Ali Hassan, Mutlaq Al-Thafiri,
Muhanna Al-Ghurba, Showq Al-Hajji, Wafaa
Abdelrahim, Hind Al-Harby, Ali Hussein, Asayel
Al-Shimmari, Ali Ghalib and Faisal Al-Shimmari.

On the other hand, the technical meeting of
the tournament was held yesterday morning in
presence of delegations representatives.
Tournament Director Obaid Al-Osaimi thanked
HH the Amir for patronizing the tournament in
which shooters representing 30 countries are
participating. He said all obstacles were
removed away from the shooters to allow them
compete at their best.

Al-Osaimi conveyed condolences to the

Sultanate of Oman’s government and people on
the sad demise of Sultan Qaboos bin Said who
died yesterday. He said the tournament’s higher
organizing committee postponed the opening
ceremony due to the official mourning of the
Sultan’s death in the State of Kuwait.

Head of the shotgun referees committee
Hamad Aqel Al-Ruwaisan said his committee
prepared for the tournament by holding spe-
cial training camp, and a refresher course for
international and local referees (16 interna-
tional and 9 local). He said all referees in the
tournament are highly experienced Kuwaitis
who participated in several tournaments
including the World Cup, Asian games and
Arab championships.

BIRMINGHAM: Former grand prix racer David
Coulthard expects Lewis Hamilton to resist the allure
of Ferrari and stay with Formula One champions
Mercedes for some years to come. Ferrari bosses
confirmed last month that Britain’s six-times world
champion, whose Mercedes contract expires at the
end of 2020, had met their chairman John Elkann at a
couple of social events.

They said they were flattered by the Briton’s
interest in a possible move. Coulthard, who finished
overall runner-up to Ferrari’s seven-times champion
Michael Schumacher in 2001 while with McLaren,
doubted a move would really happen.

“I’ve never felt that Lewis was ever going to go
anywhere else (than Mercedes),” the Scot, president
of the British Racing Drivers’ Club and also a com-
mentator for Channel Four television, told Reuters.

“I’m sure he is talking to Ferrari... but he’s only
ever been with Mercedes. Why go and break that?,”
Coulthard said at the Autosport International Show
where he was promoting the all-female W Series
ahead of its second season.

“Some people want that European twist to their
life, but I think Lewis is quite happy in English-

speaking territory. Britain and America. America for
his play time, Britain for his racing. “I don’t think he
needs the huggy, cuddly, emotional ride that would
come with Ferrari. And I don’t believe that Ferrari
badge is etched on the inside of his mind since he
was a wee kid. So why do it? Money? He’s got plen-
ty of that.”

Hamilton, who won his first title with McLaren in
2008 and joined the Mercedes team in 2013, has
always driven F1 cars powered by the German manu-
facturer’s engines. The 35-year-old is on course to
break Schumacher’s record 91 career wins this year,
when he can also equal the German’s title tally.

Coulthard said he felt up until the U.S. Grand Prix
in Austin last November, when Hamilton won his
sixth title, that the Briton could walk away at any
point but that had changed.

“I have a much stronger feeling that he’s in it for
another few years. So it does set us up for what could
be an absolutely golden era of Formula One,” he said.

CLEAR NUMBER TWO
Ferrari have 22-year-old Monegasque Charles

Leclerc tied up on a long-term deal, with four-times

world champion Sebastian Vettel in the final year of
his contract, while Red Bull recently extended Max
Verstappen’s contract to 2023.

Coulthard said Vettel, who won his titles with Red
Bull, faced a critical year after being out-performed
by Leclerc last season. “I think Seb has got a shorter
duration to his career now than before. A lot depends
on this year,” he said.

“If... Charles continues to be up front, then it just
doesn’t really make financial sense for Ferrari to
apportion that amount of money to someone that
could end up becoming a clear number two.

“Right now he (Vettel) is number one equal. But he
went in as number one plus at the beginning of the
year (2019), became number one equal as the year
went on and he’s on the cusp of maybe dropping, as
we’ve seen with Kimi (Raikkonen). Raikkonen, 2007
world champion for Ferrari, became an effective
number two to Vettel before being replaced by
Leclerc. The Finn is now racing for Alfa Romeo.

Speculation about who might replace Vettel
alongside Leclerc is already rife, with Renault’s
Australian Daniel Ricciardo in the spotlight. “A lot
again depends on this year, but I wouldn’t be sur-

prised if he’s already talking to Ferrari and Mercedes
and all the teams that didn’t want him last time
round,” said Coulthard. The season starts in Australia
on March 15. — Reuters
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Dakar Rally
searches for
green amid sand
RIYADH: The images of cars, motorbikes and
trucks careering through the sands of the Saudi
desert are wonderfully dramatic but the shadow
of climate change is lengthening across the
Dakar Rally. 

For 42 years this convoy of gas-guzzling
vehicles has billowed exhaust fumes across the
sands of Africa, South America and now Saudi
Arabia, incurring the wrath of the environmen-
talists. 

In response, the rally is taking its first baby
steps towards a more climate friendly race. For
Anne Lassman-Trappier, mobility manager of
the France nature environment association
(FNE), the Dakar is “way off beam”.

“It still interests some people but it’s no
longer in step with history,” she says. The penny
appears to have dropped with the rally organis-
ers who are displaying their desire to go green. 

“When you have a motor sport, you know
very well that you are not in tune with the
times,” admits David Castera, the new boss of
the Dakar. “We have 350 vehicles that drive
every day which obviously says something but
we are working on it,” he said.

ELECTRIC SUV 
For several years, the race has implemented a

carbon offset programme in the Amazon. The
rally also serves as a laboratory for the devel-
opment of new vehicles.  In 2017, a 100 percent
electric car managed to finish the race after two
failures in previous years. 

The car sponsored by Acciona, the Spanish
renewable energy and construction giant, com-
pleted the rally in 52nd place, 82 hours 31 min-
utes 48seconds behind the winner, Stephane

Peterhansel.  It was not an ideal advertisement
for electric racing but it was a good start. This
year, a hybrid truck is making its competitive
debut. After five stages, the crew of team
Riwald were second to last. 

Again, it is at least  an indication that hybrids
can survive the conditions. “The electric system
is only charged while driving, so there is no
need for a generator or charger,” says Dutch
driver Gert Huzink. 

The vehicle “is simply refuelled by the inter-
nal process of the truck”.  On the sidelines, an
electric SUV is also carrying out tests, with
experienced nine-time Dakar driver Guerlain
Chicherit at the wheel.

“Today, we are facing certain realities and
motor sport must evolve,” said the Frenchman.
“You have to accept that things change and live
with the times.”  With a 60 kWh battery and
two electric motors, the Odyssey 21 can reach a
top speed of 200kph and go from 0 to 100 in
4.5 seconds with very little noise.

SILENCE IS GOLDEN 
“It’s very surprising,” admits Chicherit. “In

motorsport, there is a bit of a fantasy around
noise. But after driving a week in the desert in a
car that makes no noise, I can tell you that it is
much better.” 

The team overseeing the experiment aims to
enter competition next year. Their big problem
in a race where stages are often 600 kilometres
or more is that a battery will only run for 50km
before it needs recharging. 

“The ambition is to be successful in 2023 or
2024,” says Chicherit. “We are realistic. But we
have to start by doing it in 2021. We are going
to be the guinea pig, I am aware of that and I
am ready to do it. It makes the project more
exciting.” One day the Dakar Rally might have
to go 100 per cent electric. “It’s going to hap-
pen, I am sure of it”, says Theophile Cousin, the
engineer behind the electric SUV. For Lassman-
Trappier, this reshaping of the machines could
give new meaning to the race. — AFP

RIYADH: Kamaz’ Russia driver Andrey Karginov, co-driver Andrey Mokeev and Igor Lenonov com-
pete during the Stage 6 of the Dakar 2020 between Ha’il and Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. —AFP

Boxing federation’s ability to
pay off debts still unclear
LAUSANNE: The International Olympic Committee (IOC) said on Friday
that the International Boxing Association’s (AIBA) ability to pay off its multi-
million dollar debt was still unclear, reducing the chances of a swift end to
the federation’s Olympic suspension.

The IOC suspended AIBA over issues surrounding its finances and gover-
nance in June 2019, officially taking over the boxing competition and qualifi-
cation for the Tokyo 2020 summer Olympics.

The boxing body has been in turmoil for several years over its finances
and governance, with the federation at least $16 million in debt. It was also
split internally by an ongoing bitter battle over the presidency.

“We have been informed of AIBA’s willingness to organise new competi-
tions in order to generate revenues,” IOC member Nenad Lalovic, who
heads a task force to monitor changes to the boxing federation, told the IOC
session. “We do not know if there are possibilities for clearing AIBA’s debts
and we have no knowledge of any financial plan,” said the Serbian, who also
heads the wrestling federation. The IOC has demanded changes to AIBA’s
statutes, new leadership and a financial cleanup of the federation before it
will lift its suspension.

“We are still awaiting information on which guiding principle the new
statutes (of AIBA) will be based upon and how the need for a new leadership
team will be taken into account to support the new culture,” Lalovic said. He
had said in June that AIBA’s debts could rise as high as $29 million.

“As you know, we are dealing with financial problems created by the pre-
vious leadership,” AIBA said in an emailed statement to Reuters. “Time is
needed to put in place adequate solutions, we are actively working on it.

“We also are progressing well with the debtors. (A) proposal to resolve
that issue would be presented at the next Executive Committee meeting in
February and would have to be ratified by the Executive Committee members.

“The Reform Commission is continuing the work on statutes changes and
other aspects of the organisation are also under review for the betterment of
the sport and will be part of the agenda of the next EC meeting,” AIBA said.

The IOC is racing to organise a series of continental boxing qualifiers this
year while also preparing the tournament in Tokyo. It is also going through
the process of selecting judges and referees following background checks.

AIBA has essentially depended for decades on Olympic revenues to sur-
vive between Games and has had to let staff go in recent months as a result
of its Olympic exclusion. The IOC will review AIBA’s suspension after Tokyo
and will make a decision based on developments and changes to the boxing
body’s governance. — Reuters

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The Gulf Cooperation
Council states cycling’s organizing com-
mittee had its first meeting in two years,
which was held at the Raddison Blue
hotel, approved the Gulf championships
agenda for this year, and laid down a
policy that relies on gender equality and
a plan to develop the game from all
aspects.

Kuwait succeeded in restoring Gulf
unity through the hosting of the meeting
by Cycling Club.

The meeting was chaired by Bahrain’s
representative, chairman of the commit-
tee Sheikh Khalid Al-Khalifa in the pres-
ence of Fahad Al-Mutairi (Kuwait),
Abdelnasser Al-Shamsi (UAE), Abdallah
Al-Mizyed (Saudi Arabia) and Khalifa Al-
Jabry (Oman).

The meeting was also attended by

Secretary of Kuwait Cycling Club
Abdallah Al-Shimmari.

Sheikh Khalid said “we approved an
integrated agenda for our competition,
and it starts with the track championship
in UAE at the end of February, then the
first mountains championship at the end
of March and the first road races of the
Gulf games.

He said the GCC tour will restore its
activity next December, which starts in
Bahrain through Saudi Arabia and ends
in Kuwait. He said Kuwait will host the
women’s competition while Saudi Arabia
will host the youth and juniors.

He said a doping testing for riders was
approved, and hailed the return of the
committee meetings after two years,
which affected the game technically. He
added “I think the time is right to return
as activities are on the increase, and the
establishment of Kuwait Club.”

GCC to organize 
cycling competition

KUWAIT: Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi seen in this group photo with referees who successfully
passed the running targets course.

Equipment control in progress


