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LAUSANNE: Politicians and athletes should keep
politics out of this year’s Tokyo Olympic Games to
protect the event’s neutrality and its status as a
peaceful meeting place, International Olympic
Committee President Thomas Bach said yesterday.

The Games have seen both political protests by
athletes in the past as well as boycotts of nations
and Bach said any infusion of politics into the
Games in Tokyo starting on July 24 would not be
welcome.

Tensions between the United States and Iran
have risen sharply in recent days prompting major
concerns across the world, while South Korea has
said there is an urgent need to improve ties with
North Korea.

China, Japan and South Korea recently agreed
to work together to promote dialogue between the
United States and reclusive North Korea. “The mis-
sion of the Olympics is to unite and not to divide.
We are the only event in the world that gets the en-
tire world together in a peaceful competition,”
Bach told reporters after a meeting with the IOC
athletes’ commission chief Kirsty Coventry.

“I ask them (politicians and athletes) to respect
this mission of the Olympic Games and in order to
accomplish this mission we must be politically neu-
tral. “Otherwise we would end up in this divisive
and boycott situation. I ask them to respect this

political neutrality by not using them (the
Olympics) as a stage for their political purposes.”

The Games of 1980 and 1984 were hit by boy-
cotts that did not have any results, Bach said. “The
boycotts we had particularly in the 1980s with
Moscow and the counter-boycott in Los Angeles
which brought the Games to the brink of demise...
had no effect whatsoever.

“Sport was a kind of a scapegoat because all
the other political divisions were not affected. The
Moscow boycott did not change anything in
Afghanistan at the time and the counter-boycott in
1984 did nothing to change politically the United
States or the foreign policy in the U.S.”

More recently, at the Rio de Janeiro 2016
Olympics, Egyptian judoka Islam El Shehaby was
sent home after refusing to shake the hand of Is-
raeli Or Sasson after their bout. In October 2019
Iran’s judokas were banned indefinitely from in-
ternational competitions until it could provide
strong guarantees that its athletes would be al-
lowed to face Israelis.

The ban followed a protective suspension
imposed on the Iran Judo Federation in Septem-
ber 2019 for putting pressure on one of its
fighters to withdraw from the world judo cham-
pionships to avoid having to face an Israeli op-
ponent.  —Reuters
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LAUSANNE: International Olympic Committee (IOC) president Thomas Bach (L) and Chair of the IOC Athletes’
Commission Kirsty Coventry attend a press conference closing during an executive board meeting at the IOC
headquarters in Lausanne, yesterday. —AFP

Dressel tipped to 
dominate Tokyo 
sprint swimming
NORTH CAROLINA: American Caeleb Dressel will become a
global superstar by winning more events than any other swimmer
at this year’s Tokyo Olympics but he is unlikely to rack up gold
medals at the same clip as Michael Phelps, predicts Olympic his-
torian Bill Mallon.

Phelps, who retired after the 2016 Rio Games, had a range from
the 100 metres up to 400 which enabled him to claim a record haul
of 23 gold medals across four Olympics, including eight in Beijing
in 2008. Dressel, on the other hand, is a pure sprinter who maxes
out at 100 metres. Dressel won six golds at last year’s world cham-
pionships — the 50 and 100 freestyle and butterfly, along with two
relays — and was even more prolific two years previously, claiming
seven golds. But the sprints have a higher level of unpredictably,
Mallon says, citing the need to make a fast start off the blocks, es-
pecially in the 50. “I think Dressel will dominate swimming,” Mallon
said of the 23-year-old in a telephone interview with Reuters.

“I don’t think he’s going to win eight gold medals. He’s much
more of a sprinter than Phelps was, and the sprints are always a bit
of a crap shoot, a little higher risk.” On the women’s side, Mallon
predicts it will be difficult for American Katie Ledecky to replicate
her three individual golds from Rio, where she won the 200, 400
and 800 freestyle races, the latter two in world record times.

“I assumed she would dominate in Rio and she did,” he said.
“She may dominate in Tokyo but there are people coming after her
now and she hasn’t improved her times.”

In athletics, Mallon cited men’s marathon runner Eliud Kipchoge
and women’s high jumper Mariya Lasitskene as the best bets for
gold. Kenyan Kipchoge, the defending champion and world record-
holder, has won his past 10 marathons dating back to 2014 and is a
hot favourite to follow in the footsteps of African marathon pioneer
Abebe Bikila (1960 and 1964) by winning back-to-back. —Reuters

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah will patronize His Highness’ 9th International Grand Prix.
Jahra Governor Nasser Falah Al-Hajraf, will represent HH the Amir
at the opening ceremony at Martyr Fahad Al-Ahmad Hall at the
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex.

Tournament Director, Kuwait Shooting Sport Club Obaid Al-
Osaimi expressed appreciation on behalf of KSSC Board of Di-
rectors for HH the Amir’s support of shooting and shooters. 

He said HH the Amir Grand Prix which continues to enjoy suc-
cess for the 9th consecutive year, is one example of the support
HH the Amir extends to the shooting community, which exerts all
efforts to continue this success and achievements at all levels.

Al-Osaimi lauded the large number of participants at the
tournament making it among the most important tours on the
Agenda of International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF). The
Grand Prix will have 30 countries represented by 360 shooters
in all shotgun, pistol, rifle and Olympic archery events in addition
to 100 shooters from Kuwait. 

There will be highly recognized shooters from countries like

Italy, Kazakshtan, Czech Republic, Greece, Bulgary, Russia, Ser-
bia, Lithuania, Malaysia, Iran and Armenia, that in addition to many
Arab countries participating including UAE, Lebanon, Morocco,
Qatar, Egypt, Jordan, Sudan, Bahrain, Yemen and Syria.

The Ninth Grand Prix will start today with unofficial training
on 10m pistol and rifle for both men and women while competition
starts tomorrow at 9:00 am. Official training on the men’s and
women’s trap event will begin along with archery. The technical
meeting of the grand prix will be held at 11:00 am.

Meanwhile, Al-Osaimi opened the running target referees
course, organized by Kuwait Shooting Federation, under the pa-
tronage of ISSF with the participation of African and Egyptian
Shooting Federations President Hazem Hosny and member of ISSF
executive committee Pekka Kuusisto as lecturers.

Al-Osaimi welcomed the international lecturers and participants,
and stressed the importance of it in enhancing Kuwaiti referees
level, as required by ISSF to be able to participate in any event.

Meanwhile, Hazem Hosny said he is happy to be part of the
referees training here in Kuwait, and lauded the presence of lec-
turer Pekka Kuusisto who is highly experienced in the field of
running targets.

KUWAIT: Obaid Al-Osaimi briefing at running target referees course.
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