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Court sets date for hearing
in ports authority funds case

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The court of appeal yesterday set
January 16th as the date for the first appeal
hearing of the case against a former minister
and businessman and his Russian deputy with
regards to embezzling the Kuwait Ports Author-
ity funds. Notably, the criminal court had sen-
tenced both defendants to 15 years in jail. The
defendants’ lawyer intends to demand releasing
both defendants and suspending the criminal
court’s verdict. 

Snapchat competition
The criminal court yesterday sentenced a cit-

izen to two years in jail with labor and a KD 300
fine over charges of organizing a competition on
Snapchat last November in which he encouraged
female users to upload pictures of their legs to
choose the ‘most beautiful’ ones among them.
Notably, the public prosecution had released the
defendant on a KD 500 bail after a six-day de-
tention during which he was investigated on
charges of instigating vice. The defendant had

denied the charges and claimed that he has
filmed the video and shared it amongst his own
followers ‘only for fun’. In other news, The crim-
inal court yesterday sentenced a citizen to three
years in jail with labor over charges of spreading
false news. 

‘Funeral App’
The funeral department manager at Kuwait

Municipality Dr Faisal Al-Awadhi announced
updating the ‘Funeral App’ to include daily lists
of mortalities with names, burial time and ad-

dresses where condolences are held. Awadhi
added that the application, which was launched
in March 2019 on Apple’s App Store and An-
droid’s Google Play, also includes guidelines
such as related centers, cemeteries’ locations,
unused and historical cemeteries, photos and
brief notes about each of them in addition to
news about the department, its achievements
and contact numbers. A Fatwa service and the
department’s publications were added, Awadhi
said, adding that they are reachable through the
following link: http://onelink.to/zhv5dd. 

KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with Iranian Ambassador to
Kuwait Mohammad Irani. — KUNA

Kuwait’s Deputy FM
meets Iranian Ambassador

KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
Khaled Al-Jarallah and Iranian Ambassador to
Kuwait Mohammad Irani met yesterday, dis-
cussing issues pertaining to bilateral relations.

Recent developments in the region and the
world were also discussed during the meeting. A
number of ministry officials attended the meet-
ing between Jarallah and Irani. — KUNA

COPENHAGEN: Denmark will temporarily
move some of its military personnel from the
Al-Asad air base in Iraq that was targeted in
an Iranian missile strike on Wednesday, Prime
Minister Mettle Frederiksen said. She told re-
porters that 30 to 40 of Denmark’s 130 per-
sonnel at the base would remain and the rest
would go to Kuwait. They have been at the
base as part of the international coalition
fighting Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. A con-
tingent of Danish soldiers based in the Iraqi
capital Baghdad will also go temporarily to
Kuwait, Frederiksen said. Latvia later said it

would move out six soldiers deployed in Iraq
as part of the Danish contingent, and that they
would also go to Kuwait. “First of all, it (the
decision) is connected with the security issues
and the second reason is [...] that all the train-
ing in Iraq is halted at the moment,” Latvian
Defence Ministry spokesman Kaspars Galkins
said by telephone. Iranian forces fired missiles
at military bases housing US troops in Iraq
early on Wednesday, saying it was in retalia-
tion for the killing in a US drone strike of pow-
erful Iranian commander Qassem Soleimani on
January 3. —Reuters

Snapchat ‘legs competition’ user sentenced to two years

Denmark, Latvia move some
troops from Iraq to Kuwait 

By  A Saleh

KUWAIT: A parliamentary request was re-
ferred to the government demanding the can-
celation of exemptions some ministries
provide to expats, on the pretext that these
exemptions “overburdens the state’s budget
and negatively affects the services provided
to citizens,” said official sources. 

Speaking on the condition of anonymity,
the sources added that the request came in the
form of recommendations the government is
urged to adapt, “otherwise lawmakers will turn
it into a bill to be passed by parliament and
thus become mandating to the government to
avoid constitutional inquiries.”

Further, the sources explained that the rec-
ommendations include reducing the number of
expats exempted from paying medical service
fees in public hospitals and polyclinics, and re-
strict the exemption to expatriate children of
Kuwaiti women and domestic helpers. “They
also demand cancelling exemptions of doc-
tors’ families,” the source remarked, referring
to privileges the government provide to fami-
lies of expatriate doctors hired in public health
facilities. In addition, the recommendations in-
cluded reducing the categories of expats who
have access to public education to only in-
clude children of Kuwaiti women, diplomats’

children and scholarship students. “Over
30,000 expat students currently study in pub-
lic schools, which costs the government over
KD 50 million and overburdens the state’s
treasury,” the sources explained. 

First female undersecretary
Minister of Oil and Minister of Electricity

and Water Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel yesterday is-
sued a ministerial decision to transfer the as-
sistant undersecretary for control centers
Mohammed Al-Haddad to the administrative
affairs sectors, upon the latter’s request. 

Fadhel also appointed engineer Maha Al-
Assoussi as assistant undersecretary for control
centers affairs, making her the first woman to
assume the position of an assistant undersec-
retary in the Ministry of Electricity and Water’s
history.  Meanwhile, the ministry’s purchases
department announced a reverse auction to
supply 1,000 smart electricity consumption
meters, because the ministry needs to install
them fast. Interested auctioneers will have to
pay a fee of KD 10 to purchase the auction
documents, in addition to a KD 150 insurance.
In this regard, assistant undersecretary for con-
sumers’ affairs Meshaan Al-Otaibi  said the
ministry needs to install the 1,000 smart meters
pending offering a major tender to supply and
install 200,000 ones at a later date. 

Expats exemption exhausts
state budget, MPs say

KUWAIT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) celebrates its 54th anniversary today,
as Kuwait’s prominent stances granted it a dis-
tinguished position in the humanitarian field.
KRCS Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said yester-
day that the Society, since its foundation in
1966, established itself as a pioneer in human-
itarian domain. He added that in the field of in-
ternational activities, the society delivered aid
and oversaw and financed projects in more
than 91 countries in various regions of the

world, noting that in 2019 KRCS provided relief
assistance to India, Tunisia, Comoros, Kenya,
Sudan, Iran, and to Syrian refugees, Mauritania,
Palestine, Yemen, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Malawi,
Mozambique, Niger, the Philippines, Indonesia,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Central Africa, Somalia,
Haiti, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Bosnia and Herze-
govina. Sayer said that the Society executed
many developmental projects outside Kuwait
in vital fields such as housing, health and edu-
cation among other services.—KUNA

KRCS celebrates 54th anniversary


