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Anthony, Lillard rally Blazers 
to 101-99 win over Raptors

TORONTO: Carmelo Anthony made a tiebreaking shot
with 4.1 seconds remaining, and the visiting Portland
Trail Blazers rallied to defeat the Toronto Raptors 101-
99 on Tuesday night. Damian Lillard, who tied the game
for Portland on a 3-pointer with 38.5 seconds to play,
had 20 points — 18 in the second half — and nine
assists. Anthony finished with a game-high 28 points.
After the Raptors failed to score, the Trail Blazers took
possession with 13.6 seconds to play and set up
Anthony’s shot from the top of the key. Kyle Lowry,
who missed the final shot of the game, had 24 points
and 10 assists for Toronto. The Raptors were without
Fred VanVleet (hamstring), who joined Pascal Siakam
(groin), Marc Gasol (hamstring) and Norman Powell
(shoulder) on the sidelines. Toronto, which led by as
many as 14 points in the third quarter, took a nine-point
lead into the fourth.

LOS ANGELES LAKERS 117 — NEW YORK KNICKS 87
LeBron James scored 31 points as host Los Angeles,

which lost Anthony Davis to a back injury, crushed
New York. Davis left the game with 2:45 remaining in
the third quarter when he landed hard on the floor after
losing his balance in a collision with the Knicks’ Julius
Randle under the basket. X-rays on Davis’ lower back
were negative, but he was to undergo more testing.
Rookie guard RJ Barrett scored 19 points to top the
Knicks, who were without leading scorer Marcus
Morris Sr. with a sore neck. Randle, a former Laker, had
15 points and 10 rebounds, while Elfrid Payton con-
tributed 12 points.

DETROIT PISTONS 115 — CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 113
Derrick Rose capped a 24-point performance by

making the go-ahead shot with 26 seconds remaining
as Detroit topped host Cleveland for just its third win in
12 games. Detroit’s Andre Drummond recorded 23
points and 20 rebounds, including 11 and 10, respec-
tively, in the first quarter. Tony Snell made four 3-point-
ers to highlight his 18-point performance for the

Pistons. The Pistons announced earlier Tuesday that
forward Blake Griffin was out indefinitely after having
arthroscopic surgery on his left knee.

Cleveland’s Kevin Love collected 30 points and nine
rebounds, hours after calling his recent behavior “child-
ish” in referring to recent outbursts in showing up his
teammates and coaches. Collin Sexton had 20 points,
and Cedi Osman scored 17 points for the Cavaliers,
who have dropped five in a row.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 
111 — BROOKLYN  NETS 103 (OT)

Chris Paul scored 28 points and hit two clutch shots
in overtime as surging Oklahoma City outlasted slump-
ing host Brooklyn in the second night of a back-to-
back for both teams. The Thunder won for the 10th time
in their last 12 games. Paul came within two of his sea-
son-high for points and shot 9 of 15 from the floor,
including 4 of 8 from 3-point range. Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander added 22 points and hit four free throws in
the final minute to ice Oklahoma City’s win and send
Brooklyn to its seventh consecutive loss. Taurean
Prince scored 21 points to lead the Nets.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 119 — MINNESOTA 
TIMBERWOLVES 112

Dillon Brooks scored 28 points to help host Memphis
sweep the three-game season series over Minnesota. Ja
Morant added 25 points and seven assists as the
Grizzlies matched a season best with their third consec-
utive win. Jaren Jackson Jr. had 21 points, seven
rebounds and three blocked shots, and Jae Crowder
recorded 14 points, eight rebounds and matched his
career high of five steals for Memphis. Rookie Jarrett
Culver scored a season-high 24 points and Jeff Teague
added 18 off the bench for Minnesota. Robert Covington
tallied 17 points, Andrew Wiggins scored 15, Gorgui
Dieng added 11 and reserve Naz Reid scored 10 for the
Timberwolves. Minnesota center Karl-Anthony Towns
(knee) missed his 11th straight contest.

SACRAMENTO KINGS 114 — PHOENIX SUNS 103
Nemanja Bjelica gave visiting Sacramento the lead

for good with a 3-pointer with 7:31 remaining in the
game, and De’Aaron Fox saved nine of his team-high 27
points for the final 7:02 in rallying from a 21-point
deficit to stun Phoenix. Devin Booker shot 12-for-21 in
extending his franchise record of consecutive 30-point
games to seven with a game-high 34-point effort, but it

wasn’t enough to prevent the Suns from sustaining a
second consecutive home loss. Bjelica finished with 19
points, and Buddy Hield had 16 for Sacramento.
Deandre Ayton had 21 points to go with a team-high
nine rebounds, Oubre 17 points and Ricky Rubio a
game-high nine assists to complement eight points for
Phoenix, which had won two of the first three games in
the now-complete season series. — Reuters

TORONTO: Rondae Hollis-Jefferson #4 of the Toronto Raptors drives to the basket during the game against the
Portland Trail Blazers at the Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. — AFP
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SPANISH SUPER CUP
FC Barcelona v Atletico de Madrid 22:00
beIN SPORTS

Grizzlies defeat Timberwolves, sweep season series

LONDON: Manchester United’s demoralising defeat
against Manchester City in their League Cup semi-
final laid bare their desperate need for reinforce-
ments if they are to salvage anything from their stut-
tering season.

United conceded three first-half goals in a match
at Old Trafford for the first time since May 1997 on
Tuesday in their chastening 3-1 first-leg loss against
Pep Guardiola’s men. Bernardo Silva’s wonder strike,
Riyad Mahrez’s cool finish and an own goal from
Andreas Pereira put City well on course for a third
straight final before Marcus Rashford gave the hosts
faint hope for the second leg on January 29.

The defeat was another stark reminder that
United are light years behind the standards set by
Premier League pacesetters Liverpool and defending
champions City. Manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer said
there would be no easy solutions as United attempt
to claw their way back to the top of English football.

“I’ve said before it is not going to be a quick fix
and the two teams you are talking about are proba-
bly two of the best teams in the world,” he said.
“That’s the task we have ahead of us, it’s something
that we’ve started. You can see we are still a way off
but we’ve started something that needed doing.”

The problem is that the shoots of recovery are
hard to decipher, with United short of technical qual-
ity and fight against City. United have had some
impressive performances this season — including a
2-1 victory at City in the league last month, wins
against Chelsea and Spurs and a draw at home
against Liverpool.

But they have stumbled badly against sides they
would expect to beat, losing to Watford,
Bournemouth, Newcastle and West Ham, and face a
tough battle to qualify for next season’s Champions
League. There are problems for Solskjaer to solve all
over the pitch. Rashford’s recent form has helped
paper over United’s lack of depth up front after they
opted not to replace Romelu Lukaku, who left for
Inter Milan in August.

United’s midfield looks desperately short of cre-
ativity in the absence of the injured Paul Pogba and
with Jesse Lingard struggling to find his best form.
Scott McTominay is also currently sidelined with a
knee injury, depriving the side of steel.

And despite boosting their defence with the sign-
ings of Harry Maguire and Aaron Wan-Bissaka in the
summer transfer window at considerable cost, United
do not look like a cohesive unit at the back.

Maguire’s arrival has not had the same galvanising
impact that Virgil van Dijk’s signing had at Liverpool,
with United recording just three clean sheets in the
Premier League this season. Only Norwich and
Tottenham have had fewer.

Solskjaer did not sound over-confident that the
January transfer window would yield obvious solu-
tions. “We are a young team and with the injuries
we’ve had and illness it shows more and that’s some-
thing we are looking at,” he said.—AFP

Solskjaer searches 
for answers to save 
Man Utd season

CAIRO: Liverpool star Sadio Mane was
crowned on Tuesday as Africa’s 2019 Player
of the Year for the first time at an awards
gala in Egypt. The 27-year old Senegalese
striker was up against his Liverpool team-
mate Mohamed Salah, the Egyptian who
won the award the last two years, and
Algerian Riyad Mahrez of Manchester City. 

“I am really happy and at the same time
I am really proud to win this award,” said
Mane at the ceremony organised by the
Confederation of African Football in the
Egyptian Red Sea city of Hurghada.  “It’s a
big day for me.” Mane became the second
star from Senegal to be named African
Player of the Year after El Hadji Diouf, who
was the continent’s best player in 2001 and
2002. He scored 34 goals and produced 12
assists in 61 appearances in 2019, accord-
ing to CAF statistics. 

Salah’s tally stood at 26 goals and 10
assists in 55 matches while Mahrez
accounted for 14 goals and 18 assists in 48
games last year.  The key Senegalese player
shared the 2018/19 Premier League Golden

Boot award with Salah and Arsenal’s
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang from Gabon.

“I would love to thank all the Senegalese
people. They have been for me all the time,
they push me,” said Mane, extending sin-
cere gratitude to people from his village
Bambali.  

FIFA president Gianni Infantino as well
as former Argentinian player Juan
Sebastian Veron and Brazil’s Cafu attended
Tuesday’s event.  Some of Africa’s former
star players including Senegal’s Diouf,
Egypt’s Ahmed Hassan and Algeria’s Rabah
Madjer were also at the ceremony. 

Neither Salah nor Mahrez, who was
playing for Manchester City, were present
on Tuesday. Mane, Salah and Mahrez
played for their respective countries in the
2019 Africa Cup of Nations.  Salah’s Egypt
crashed out of the competition shortly
after it kicked off but Mane and Mahrez
faced off in the final. 

Algeria claimed the title following a 1-0
victory over Senegal in Cairo.  At the cere-
mony, other male awards went to Algerian
coach Djamel Belmadi, Algerian Youcef
Belaili for African Interclubs Player of the
Year and Algeria’s national team. The
award for the youth category was given to
Morocco’s Achraf Hakimi of Borussia
Dortmund. Female awardees included
Nigerian Asisat Oshoala, who won the
African Women’s Player of the Year prize
for the fourth time. 

South African national team boss
Desiree Ellis was also voted top coach for
the second consecutive year. Cameroon’s
women’s team was selected as the conti-
nent’s best after reaching the last 16 of the
World Cup. 

The Egyptian Football Association also
won the Federation of the Year award. The

CAF Team of the Year featured Salah,
Mane and Aubameyang as well as Mahrez
and Ajax duo Andre Onana and Hakim
Ziyech.  Paris Saint-Germain midfielder
Idrissa Gueye was included alongside
Senegal team-mate Kalidou Koulibaly,
with Hakimi, Joel Matip and Serge Aurier
also selected. — AFP
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CAIRO: Senegal winger Sadio Mane (R) receives the award for Player of the Year
from Ahmad Ahmad, President of the Confederation of African Football, during
the 2019 CAF Awards in the Egyptian resort town of Hurghada. —AFP

MANCHESTER: Pep Guardiola warned Manchester City
of Manchester United’s powers of recovery after his side
outclassed their city rivals 3-1 at Old Trafford to put one
foot in the League Cup final.

The holders were rampant before the break as
Bernardo Silva’s wonder strike, Riyad Mahrez’s cool finish
and an own goal from Andreas Pereira put City well on
course for a third straight final.

United’s captain for the evening Marcus Rashford
restored some pride for the hosts to reduce the deficit 20
minutes from time, but they face a huge task when the
sides meet again for the semi-final, second leg on January
29. However, Guardiola remains wary after Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer’s men recovered from losing 2-0 at home to Paris
Saint-Germain in last season’s Champions League last 16
to progress. “It’s a good result, but it is not over because it
is United,” Guardiola told Sky Sports.

“Last season is a good example against PSG. Hopefully
in front of our fans we can make a good game and reach
the final.” United have shown their ability to win at the
Etihad already this season as they tore City apart on the
counter-attack to shock the Premier League champions on
home soil just a month ago.

But City restored their recent dominance of this fixture
with a third consecutive win at Old Trafford and a fourth in
five away derbies since Guardiola took charge. The
Catalan responded to the problems United posed his side
last time out by deploying an extra midfielder with both
City strikers Sergio Aguero and Gabriel Jesus left on the
bench. Guardiola’s tactical plan worked to perfection as a
fluid front four of Silva, Mahrez, Raheem Sterling and
Kevin De Bruyne were too fleet of foot and thought for a
United defence without the injured Harry Maguire.

“I enjoyed it a lot, especially because it worked,” said
Silva. “I think the first half was the perfect 45 minutes, we
could even have gone to half-time winning four or five
because we missed a few chances.”

The Portuguese international was back to his best and
opened the floodgates by smashing a shot into the top
corner from outside the box on 17 minutes. Silva turned
creator for City’s second as one pass split the United
defence and Mahrez rounded David de Gea to slot into an
empty net.

Five minutes later it was 3-0 as De Bruyne left Phil
Jones flat on the ground before his powerful shot was par-
ried by De Gea into the path of the unfortunate Pereira,
who could only turn the ball into his own goal. “After they
scored we did not cope with that setback well enough,”
admitted Solskjaer. Only a brilliant save from De Gea to
deny Silva a second and Sterling’s miss from a inviting Kyle
Walker cross prevented the scoreline from becoming even
more embarrassing for United before the break.—AFP

LONDON: Liverpool forward Rhian Brewster has
joined Championship side Swansea on loan for the
remainder of the season. The 19-year-old, who
shot to fame as the top scorer when England won
the under-17 World Cup in 2017, is highly rated at
Anfield but has found first-team opportunities hard
to come by as Liverpool’s established attackers
continue to shine.

Brewster has made three appearances for the
Liverpool first team, all in the League Cup and FA
Cup earlier this season. The England Under-21
international holds a Champions League winners’
medal having been an unused substitute in the 2-0
win over Tottenham in last season’s final.

He will now link up once again with Swansea
boss Steve Cooper, who was manager of the
England Under-17 World Cup-winning side.
Swansea, who sit sixth in the Championship, con-
firmed Brewster would be available for Sunday’s
derby clash with rivals Cardiff as he looks to help
guide the club back into the Premier League.

“I’ve come here to try and play a lot of games
and score a lot of goals for Swansea,” Brewster
told Swansea’s website. “It’s a great club. I’ve been
watching them for ages - particularly when they
were in the Premier League.

“Hopefully, I can help them get back to where
they belong. At this moment in time, Swansea is the
best team for me to join on loan. I want to help
Swansea get promoted.” — AFP
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Job only half 
done for Guardiola 
as Manchester City 
outclass Man Utd 

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Norwegian manager
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer (L) and Manchester City’s Spanish
manager Pep Guardiola (R) watch the play from the
touchline during the English League Cup semi-final first
leg football match between Manchester United and
Manchester City at Old Trafford in Manchester. —AFP


