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Verhaeghe hat trick highlights Lightning 
rout of Canucks for eighth straight win
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Blue Jackets take down Ducks with second-period surge
TAMPA: Six different players scored in Tampa Bay’s
six-goal second period, Carter Verhaeghe tallied his
first career hat trick and the Lightning routed the visit-
ing Vancouver Canucks 9-2 on Tuesday night. Tampa
Bay tied its franchise record for goals and extended its
winning streak to a season-high eight games, the club’s
longest since a 10-game stretch last February. The
Lightning’s six-goal period matched the franchise
record set in 1995 against Winnipeg. Brayden Point
scored and assisted on three goals, and Steven Stamkos
posted his 17th tally and had two helpers. Elias
Pettersson and Loui Eriksson scored for Vancouver,
which had its seven-game winning streak snapped. This
matchup was was just the second instance in NHL his-
tory featuring two teams carrying a winning streak of
at least seven consecutive games.

BLUE JACKETS 4, DUCKS 3
Nathan Gerbe and Zach Werenski scored goals 72

seconds apart at the end of the second period, and
Columbus rallied to defeat host Anaheim. Werenski
added an empty-net goal with 1:33 remaining, and Eric
Robinson also scored for the Blue Jackets, who won on
consecutive nights in Southern California after defeat-
ing the Los Angeles Kings on Monday. Goalie Elvis
Merzlikins made 37 saves for Columbus. Ondrej Kase
had two goals and Ryan Getzlaf scored another for the
Ducks. Anaheim goalie Ryan Miller made 23 saves in
just his fourth start since Dec. 6.

COYOTES 5, PANTHERS 2
Former NHL MVP Taylor Hall had the go-ahead goal

and an assist, and team captain Oliver Ekman-Larsson
added one goal and two assists as Arizona defeated
Florida in Sunrise, Fla. Hall, acquired from the New
Jersey Devils last month, had his first multi-point game
since joining the Coyotes. He has three goals and five
assists in 10 games with his new team. The Coyotes also
got goals from Christian Dvorak, Carl Soderberg and
former Panthers first-round pick Lawson Crouse.
Goalie Adin Hill had 37 saves, and Phil Kessel added
three assists for Arizona. Florida got goals from Noel
Acciari and Mike Hoffman — that’s 15 on the season for
each — and 32 saves from Chris Driedger.

HURRICANES 5, FLYERS 4 (OT)
Dougie Hamilton scored through traffic 1:56 into

overtime to give Carolina the win over Philadelphia in
Raleigh, N.C. The Flyers’ Travis Sanheim scored with
4:11 remaining in regulation to tie the game. It came on
one of only three shots for the Flyers in the third peri-
od. Travis Konecny, Michael Raffl and Nicolas Aube-
Kubel had earlier goals for the Flyers. Brian Elliott had
28 saves. Lucas Wallmark, Warren Foegele, Jake
Gardiner and Joel Edmundson scored in regulation for
Carolina. Sebastian Aho had two assists, including one

on the winning goal. Carolina goalie James Reimer
stopped 17 shots.

BRUINS 6, PREDATORS 2
David Pastrnak scored his NHL-leading 32nd goal of

the season and goaltender Tuukka Rask made 33 saves
as Boston defeated host Nashville, spoiling the debut of
Predators coach John Hynes. Hynes, who started the
season behind the New Jersey Devils’ bench before
being dismissed Dec. 3, was named coach earlier in the
day after the Predators fired coach Peter Laviolette and
associate coach Kevin McCarthy on Monday. Danton
Heinen, Patrice Bergeron, Chris Wagner, David Krejci
and Charlie Coyle also scored for the Atlantic Division-
leading Bruins, who won for the first time in four games
(1-1-2). Filip Forsberg and Mikael Granlund scored
power-play goals for the Predators. Goalie Pekka Rinne
stopped 30 of 35 shots.

RANGERS 5, AVALANCHE 3
Rookie goalie Igor Shesterkin made 29 saves in his

first NHL game to lead host New York past Colorado.
Called up after an outstanding debut season in the AHL,
the 24-year-old Shesterkin looked solid while facing 32
shots from the high-scoring Avalanche, who entered
Tuesday second in the NHL in goals. Avalanche goalie
Philipp Grubauer saved 24 of 28 shots. Artemi Panarin
collected two assists and an empty-net goal. Jesper
Fast had three assists for the Rangers. Ryan Strome and
Mika Zibanejad each had a goal and an assist, while
Tony DeAngelo collected two helpers. J.T. Compher
scored twice for Colorado, and Andre Burakovsky had
two assists.

BLUES 3, SHARKS 2
Goaltender Jordan Binnington stopped 27 of 29

shots as host St. Louis snapped a three-game winless
streak by defeating San Jose. The loss could be espe-
cially painful for the Sharks since captain Logan
Couture exited the game in the second period with a
left leg injury. He needed helped getting off the ice after
getting checked into the end boards by Blues defense-
man Vince Dunn. Tyler Bozak, Ivan Barbashev and
David Perron scored for the Blues, and Timo Meier and
Erik Karlsson scored for the Sharks, who got 24 saves
from Aaron Dell.

ISLANDERS 4, DEVILS 3 (OT)
Anders Lee scored with 51 seconds left in overtime

to lift New York to a come-from-behind win over
New Jersey in Newark, NJ. Lee’s shot beyond the
stick of goalie Mackenzie Blackwood capped a frantic
overtime in which each team had 3-on-1 opportunities
in the 90 seconds prior to the game-winning goal by
the Islanders’ captain. It was the second game-win-
ning goal in as many nights for Lee, who scored in the

third period of a 1-0 victory over the Colorado
Avalanche on Monday.

RED WINGS 4, CANADIENS 3
Frans Nielsen scored two goals and host Detroit

scored three third-period goals to collect its third vic-
tory this season over Montreal. Filip Zadina scored
what proved to be the game-winner for Detroit, which
has only eight other wins besides its victories over the
Canadiens. Robby Fabbri also scored for the Wings
while Jonathan Bernier made 23 saves. Nick Suzuki had
a goal and an assist for Montreal. Artturi Lehkonen and
Victor Mete also scored for the Canadiens, while
Charlie Lindgren stopped 26 shots.

CAPITALS 6, SENATORS 1
Alex Ovechkin and T.J. Oshie each scored two goals

as Washington won its third consecutive game by beat-
ing visiting Ottawa. The Capitals scored the game’s last
six goals — three each in the second and third periods.
Rookie goaltender Ilya Samsonov played well again for
the Capitals, stopping 26 of 27 shots. Washington held
a 41-27 edge in shots. Ottawa took a 1-0 lead when
Artem Anisimov put a high shot past Samsonov at 5:40
of the first period, but the Senators dropped their fifth
game in a row (0-4-1).

FLAMES 2, BLACKHAWKS 1
Elias Lindholm scored a pair of goals and Calgary

held on to beat host Chicago for its third victory in a
row. Matthew Tkachuk assisted on both goals for the
Flames, who improved to 11-5-1 under coach Geoff
Ward after posting a 12-12-4 record under previous
coach Bill Peters. Flames goaltender Cam Talbot
stopped 31 of 32 shots. Dominik Kubalik scored the
lone goal for the Blackhawks. Chicago’s Corey
Crawford dropped to 7-12-2 despite turning aside 26
of 28 shots.

PENGUINS 4, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 3
Tristan Jarry made 31 saves and Dominik Kahun had

a goal and an assist to lead visiting Pittsburgh over
Vegas in Las Vegas. Evgeni Malkin, Patric Hornqvist
and Brandon Tanev also scored goals for Pittsburgh,
which improved to 12-3-1 in its last 16 games. Kris
Letang, named an All-Star Game replacement along
with Jarry earlier Tuesday, added two assists. Max
Pacioretty, Paul Stastny and Reilly Smith scored goals
for Vegas, which had a four-game winning streak
snapped and fell into a tie for first place in the Pacific
Division with Arizona. Marc-Andre Fleury stopped just
12 of the 16 shots he faced. — Reuters

TAMPA:  Mikhail Sergachev #98 of the Tampa Bay Lightning and Elias Pettersson #40 of the Vancouver Canucks
fights for the puck during a game at Amalie Arena in Tampa, Florida. — AFP

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Chairman of the Higher Organization
Committee of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
9th Annual Shooting Grand Prix Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi
said the committee completed all its preparations for
the championship which will start tomorrow and con-
tinues unti l  Jan 17, at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex. He said Kuwait is ready
to receive its guests, as delegations began to arrive
into the country, while some of them organized train-
ing camps in Kuwait.

He said hotels are all booked and ready, and logistics
are arranged for all delegations, as representatives from
the reception are at the airport to receive and help del-
egations. He said all shooting ranges are ready from all
aspects.

Al-Otaibi valued the care and support HH the Amir
gives to the sport of shooting adding that this gives
shooters many incentives to give more, and no wonder
this game is making the best achievement at the inter-
national and Olympic levels.

He said the Kuwait national team preparations
reached their peak, and hoped it continues the achieve-
ments shooters made during this valued tournament,
ending last tournament at the top of the table.

Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi said he is satisfied with the
training camp Kuwait shooters are going through,
adding the shooters are aiming at top places, although
the championship will see the participation of an elite
group of world champions including shooters from
Italy, Russia, Serbia, Kazakhstan and others.

Kuwait will have 100 shooters, 44 of whom in shot-
gun, 45 pistol and rifle and 11 in archery.

Amir’s 9th annual
shooting grand
prix begins tomorrow

NEOM: The spirit of adventure was in full effect on
Stage 3 of the 2020 Dakar Rally as the competitors
tackled a 414-kilometre loop around the future mega-
lopolis of Neom. With a perilous mix of canyons, moun-
tains and sandy ground to cover, leaderboards across all
five categories were given another major shake up.

As the first Saudi Arabian Dakar reached its maxi-
mum altitude of 1,400m, so Carlos Sainz (ESP) hit the
summit of the car class for the first time. Alongside co-
driver Lucas Cruz (ESP) - who read the roadbook for
Sainz during Dakar wins in 2010 and 2018 - ‘El Matador’
picked up the pace on Stage 3 in his Mini Buggy.
Today’s stage win, the 33rd of his illustrious Dakar
career, has given Sainz an overnight lead in the car race.
“The landscape was fantastic, even if we didn’t have
time to stop and enjoy it properly.” - Carlos Sainz. 

Staying closest to Sainz on the loop around Neom
was defending car class champion Nasser Al-Attiyah
(QAT). Second place on the stage puts Al-Attiyah and
Sainz in the top two positions of the general classifica-
tion, separated by less than five minutes. The Dakar may
have moved location, but a fight for the lead between
Sainz and Al-Attiyah is something very familiar at the
world’s toughest rally.

The third quickest car on Stage 3 belonged to Kuba
Przygonski (POL) who put a couple of tough days
behind him to get back up to speed. Meanwhile,
Stephane Peterhansel (FRA) and Giniel De Villiers (ZAF)
maintain their places in the overall Top 10. “We lost so
much time on the first day and now we’re determined to
enjoy the rest of this rally.” - Kuba Przygonski. 

In the bike race it was navigation that was once again
the big talking point with plenty of riders struggling to
catch the waypoints. Ricky Brabec (USA) kept his Honda
on course throughout to take the stage win. Red Bull
KTM Factory Team rider Luciano Benavides (ARG) did
his best to keep up despite the added difficultly of riding
part of the way with an injured hand. The consistency of
Benavides’ team-mate Matthias Walkner (AUT) is pay-
ing dividends as he posted his third consecutive Top 10
finish. The 2018 Dakar champion is third overall, just six
minutes behind race leader Brabec.

Walkner is joined in the Top 10 by fellow KTM
Factory riders Benavides, Toby Price (AUS) and Sam
Sunderland (GBR). Gas Gas rider Laia Sanz (ESP) is the
top placed female after another tough day in Saudi
Arabia. Two flat tyres forced Chaleco Lopez (CHI) to
drive conservatively in the SxS race and as a result he
has slipped back to second in the general classification,
15 seconds behind new overall leader Casey Currie
(USA). Elsewhere in the SxS race, Dakar debutant Mitch
Guthrie Jr. (USA) - member of the Red Bull Off-Road
Team USA - retains his place in the overall Top 10.

Guthrie Jr’s team-mates Cyril Despres (FRA) and
Mike Horn (SUI) finished their day’s racing when their
OT3 came to a standstill 274 kilometres into the special
stage. They were brought back to the bivouac were their
machine will be repaired overnight so they can continue

their coaching mission from within the Dakar
Experience class. The third OT3 at the Dakar, driven by
Blade Hildebrand (USA), was in contention for a stage
win for more than 250 kilometres of the special.
Unfortunately Hildebrand’s vehicle was struck with a
technical issue with its transmission which ended his
hunt for the day’s fastest SxS time. Hildebrand will join
Despres and Horn in the Dakar Experience class tomor-
row for Stage 4.

Even in the truck race there was evidence of the
damage that the stony ground in Saudi Arabia can do
the vehicles at the Dakar. The mighty Kamaz race truck
of Dmitry Sotnikov (RUS) came off second best in a col-

lision with a rock that broke its front axle.
It was a smoother ride for Sotnikov’s team-mate

Andrey Karginov (RUS) who won the truck stage.
Karginov is now second overall, two minutes behind
race leader Siarhei Viazovich (BLR).

In the quad race Ignacio Casale (CHI) had to settle
for third place on the stage, but he maintains his overall
lead. The two-time quad bike champion enjoys a 15-
minute advantage over Rafal Sonik in second place.

Tomorrow’s stage takes the Dakar convoy on to Al
Ula via a timed special stage of 453 kilometres. Heading
west the route leaves behind the Red Sea and travels
east across spectacular moonscape terrains.

Dakar Rally challenges competitors to find their way back to Neom

Dmitry Sotnikov
Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi 

Kuba Przygonski


