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Royole FlexPai foldable smartphones are displayed at CES 2020 at the Las Vegas Convention Center on Jan 7, 2020 in Las Vegas. — AFP photos

Attendees try out Realmax augmented reality (AR) glasses at the Realmax booth at CES 2020.

The 8K video version of the new Autel EVO 2 is flown on the opening day of the CES.

Avatars touted as “artificial humans” cre-
ated a buzz Tuesday at the Consumer
Electronics Show even as debate

swirled on what exactly the digital entities
were. Star Labs, a startup funded by Samsung,
showed the painstakingly detailed AI-powered,
two-dimensional digital creations to a large
crowd, saying they are able to “converse and
sympathize” like real people. A demonstration
at CES showed conversations and gestures
from the digital creations modeled after real
humans.

According to the California-based unit of
the South Korean company, the technology
allows for the creation of customized digital
beings that can appear on displays or video
games and could be designed to be “TV
anchors, spokespeople, or movie actors” or
even “companions and friends”.

Pranav Mistry, chief executive of the lab,
said the creations known as NEONs are mod-
eled after people but can show highly detailed
expressions and gestures, and even new char-
acteristics that can be programmed. “They
look very human, in part because they are
modeled after a human,” but can even speak in
languages the person hadn’t spoken before,
Mistry said. In developing the creations, Mistry
said it “felt like magic to us and we wanted to
share this magic.”

According to Star Labs, NEON is inspired
“by the rhythmic complexities of nature and
extensively trained with how humans look,
behave and interact”. While digital avatars
have long been able to be programmed for
specific tasks such as role players in games,
NEON goes further by enabling interactions
that can incorporate human emotion. Although
the artificial humans may borrow features from
real people, “each NEON has his or her own
unique personality and can show new expres-
sions, movements, and dialogues,” the compa-

People look at panels of curved LG OLED televisions.

A woman receives a roll of toilet paper from the Charmin Rollbot.

The Bird Cruiser, which is scheduled to be deployed in the Bird shared fleet, is displayed dur-
ing CES 2020.

The Smacircle S1 folding micro-mobility bike is folded.

An attendee visits the Velodyne booth featuring Velodyne Lidar sensor technology.

The Hyundai S-A1 electric Urban Air Mobility concept is displayed.

The Mercedes-Benz Vision AVTR
concept car designed with input

from Avatar director James
Cameron is displayed at CES.


