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‘Aggressive’ 
man held on 
Paris train
THE HAGUE: Dutch police arrested a man who
acted “aggressively” and was heard shouting Allahu
Akbar on a train from Amsterdam to Paris yester-
day, causing the train to be halted.

No weapons were found and no one was injured
in the incident on the high-speed Thalys train, said
police in the port city of Rotterdam where the train
stopped. “In the train from Amsterdam to Paris, a 28-
year-old man behaved aggressively this morning.
Travellers heard the man shouting ‘Allahu Akbar’, and
panic broke out briefly,” the police said on Twitter.

“The man has been arrested and the police are
investigating the case. No injuries and no weapons
were found.” Dutch broadcaster NOS quoted
police as saying that the man “behaved confused
and shouted strange things.”

Dutch railway operator NS was quoted by local
media as saying the train, which left Amsterdam at
6:15 am (0515 GMT), continued on its way after a
half-hour delay. In 2015 a Moroccan jihadist armed
with guns and a box cutter attacked people on a
Thalys from Amsterdam to Paris before being tack-
led by three Americans on holiday.

The attacker, Ayoub El Khazzani, acted under
the orders of Abdelhamid Abaaoud, who later went
on to plan the Paris attacks in November 2015,
investigators say. —AFP

PARIS: World leaders yesterday condemned Iran’s mis-
sile attack on Iraqi bases housing US and other foreign
troops and urged an end to the escalating confronta-
tion between Tehran and Washington. Iran said it had
acted to avenge the US killing of top Iranian general
Qasem Soleimani last week, warning it would hit back
even harder if Washington responded.

‘All is well’ 
“All is well!” US President Donald Trump tweeted.

“Assessment of casualties & damages taking place now.
So far, so good!”

‘Refrain from further violence’ 
NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg said: “I condemn the

Iranian missile attacks on US and coalition forces in
Iraq. NATO calls on Iran to refrain from further vio-
lence.” A NATO official said none of its troops in Iraq
had been hurt in the strikes. The alliance had said
Tuesday it would take some personnel out of the coun-
try for safety reasons.

‘Urgent de-escalation’  
“Iran should not repeat these reckless and danger-

ous attacks but should instead pursue urgent de-esca-
lation,” Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson told par-
liament. Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab warned that
another war in the Middle East would only benefit the
Islamic State group “and other terrorist groups”.

‘No-one’s interest’ 
EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said the attack

was yet another example of “escalation and increased
confrontation”. “It is in no-one’s interest to turn up the
spiral of violence even further,” he added, warning that

the crisis was hampering the fight against Islamic State.
EU foreign ministers will hold emergency talks on the
Iran crisis Friday.

‘Restraint and responsibility’ 
French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian said in a

statement: “The priority is more than ever for a de-
escalation. “France remains determined to work to ease
tensions and is in contact with all the parties to encour-
age restraint and responsibility.” 

‘Logic of dialogue’ 
Germany called on Iran to end a “spiral” of conflict

and condemned the Iranian attack.  Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s spokesman Steffen Seibert told reporters all
parties needed to “exercise restraint and to turn away
from a logic of escalation and towards a logic of dia-
logue”. Germany temporarily withdrew 32 of its sol-
diers from a camp close to Baghdad on Tuesday. 

‘Battlefield for warring sides’ 
Iraq’s President Barham Saleh said he feared “dangerous

developments” in the region. “We denounce the Iranian
missile bombing that hit military installations on Iraqi terri-
tory and renew our rejection of the repeated violation of
state sovereignty and the transformation of Iraq into a bat-
tlefield for warring sides,” his office said in a statement. 

Israeli warning 
IsraeIi Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned

yesterday that Israel would strike a “resounding blow” if
attacked by arch foe Iran, as regional tensions soar after
the US killing of a top Iranian general. The premier was
speaking hours after Iran launched a salvo of missiles on
bases in Iraq used by the United States in retaliation for a

US drone attack last week that killed a top Iranian com-
mander. “Anyone who attacks us will receive a resounding
blow,” Netanyahu said to applause at a Jerusalem confer-
ence.  Despite the general’s assassination, Netanyahu said
Iran’s regional “destabilization continues and the struggle

is continuing apace”. “The state of Israel is the stable
anchor in these turbulent waters,” he added. While Israel
and Iran remain sworn enemies, Netanyahu said his coun-
try was increasingly “getting the recognition of the Arab
world because we are strong”. —AFP

Netanyahu warns of ‘resounding blow’ if Iran attacks Israel
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WASHINGTON, DC: Anti-war activist march from the White House to the Trump International Hotel in
Washington, DC. —AFP

US insists no 
plans to pull 
out of Iraq
WASHINGTON: The United States has
no plans to withdraw its troops from
Iraq, the White House and Pentagon
insisted Tuesday, as Iraq premier Adel
Abdel Mahdi said he had received a US
letter signalling a pullout.

President Donald Trump said with-
drawing the more than 5,000 US troops
in Iraq would be the “worst thing” for
that country. Defense Secretary Mark
Esper underscored that US policy has
not changed, dismissing as a mere “draft”
the unsigned letter from a US general to
Iraq’s government saying Washington
would redeploy troops “in due deference
to the sovereignty” of the country. “At
some point we want to get out, but this
isn’t the right point,” Trump said. “It’s the
worst thing that could happen to Iraq.”
“Our policy has not changed. We are not
leaving Iraq,” Esper told reporters.
“There is no signed letter, to the best of
my knowledge,” Esper added.

Fallout from drone strike 
Washington continued to defend itself

from the fallout from its drone strike last
Friday killing powerful Iranian General
Qasem Soleimani just after he arrived in
Baghdad from Damascus. The killing of
the key Iranian player in regional politics
and security drew outrage from Iran and

Soleimani’s many supporters in Iraq.
On Sunday the Iraqi parliament voted

in support of expelling US troops, and
the idea gained force Monday when the
letter from the head of Task Force-Iraq,
US Brigadier General William Seely,
announcing a US exit was revealed.
Seely wrote the US-led coalition would
“be repositioning forces in the coming
days and weeks to prepare for onward
movement.” Trump and Esper strongly
denied pullout plans, and Trump even
suggested the letter could be a “hoax.”

Mystery letter 
But its existence continued to ripple

through Iraqi and US politics, with no
explanation of why it was circulated. “It
was an official letter written in such a
manner,” Abdel Mahdi told a televised
cabinet meeting Tuesday. “It’s not a
piece of paper that fell off the printer or
reached us by coincidence,” he said.

The letter discussed “redeploying
with an aim to withdraw from the coun-
try. The expressions were very clear,” he
said. But Trump warned that a US depar-
ture would leave a gap that would be
filled by Iran, whose powerful political
influence in Iraq was spearheaded by
Soleimani. “If we leave, that would mean
that Iran would have a much bigger
foothold, and the people of Iraq do not
want to see Iran run the country. That I
can tell you,” Trump told reporters.

“The Iraqi people were not happy
when the suggestion was made yester-
day that we were thinking about leaving
at some point,” he said. “But at some
point, we will want to leave.” US officials

also defended the decision to kill
Soleimani, who was a commander of the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps in
charge of Middle East regional affairs,
and who was considered one of the most
powerful people in Iran. While the White
House and Pentagon continued to with-
hold details of the rationale for Friday’s
drone strike, Esper said Soleimani was
planning imminent attacks against US
assets. “I think it’s more fair to say days,
for sure,” Esper said.

Not a vacation 
“They weren’t there to discuss a

vacation. They weren’t there to go to a

nice resort some place in Baghdad,”
Trump said of Soleimani and top Iraqi
mi l i tary f igure Abu Mahdi a l-
Muhandis, also kil led in the strike.
“They were there to discuss bad busi-
ness, and we saved a lot of lives by ter-
minating his life.”

Esper said he fully expected Tehran to
retaliate, and cautioned that while the
United States “is not seeking a war with
Iran, we are prepared to finish one.” “We
are seeking a diplomatic solution but
first, this will require Iran to de-escalate,”
he said. “It will require the regime to
come to the table with the goal of pre-
venting further bloodshed.” —AFP

MOSUL: In this file photo taken on June 21, 2017 a US soldier advising Iraqi
forces is seen in the city of Mosul, during the ongoing offensive by Iraqi troops
to retake the last district still held by the Islamic State (IS) group. —AFP

Facebook exec 
says it helped 
put Trump in 
White House 
LAS VEGAS: A senior Facebook executive
on Tuesday said the world’s biggest social
network unintentionally helped put Donald
Trump in the White House but warned
against dramatic rule changes. The Trump
campaign did effectively use Facebook to
rally support for his presidential run, and
the social network should be mindful of that
without making moves that stifle free politi-
cal discourse, Andrew Bosworth said in a
lengthy post on his personal Facebook
page triggered by The New York Times
publishing an internal memo he wrote.

“So was Facebook responsible for
Donald Trump getting elected?” Bosworth
asked. “I think the answer is yes, but not for
the reasons anyone thinks.” Bosworth con-
tended Trump was not elected because of
Russia or misinformation or Cambridge
Analytica, but rather because he ran “the
single best digital ad campaign I’ve ever
seen from any advertiser.”

Since Facebook has the same ad policies
in place now, the outcome of the 2020
election could be the same as it was four
years ago, he added. Facebook has main-
tained a hands-off policy on political ads, in
contrast with Google which in November
placed restrictions on how advertisers can
target specific groups of voters.

“As tempting as it is to use the tools
available to us to change the outcome, I am
confident we must never do that or we will
become that which we fear,” Bosworth
wrote. That doesn’t mean Facebook should
not draw a line when it comes to how it is
used, he reasoned. Clearly inciting violence,
thwarting voting, and other blatant trans-
gressions should be banned, but voters
should be trusted to decide what kind of
leaders they want to elect, according to
Bosworth. “If we don’t want hate-monger-
ing politicians then we must not elect
them,” Bosworth wrote. “If we change the
outcomes without winning the minds of the
people who will be ruled then we have a
democracy in name only. If we limit what
information people have access to and
what they can say then we have no democ-
racy at all.”

War rooms 
Bosworth’s comments came with

Facebook under pressure to better protect
user data and prevent its services from
being used to spread misinformation, exac-
erbate social divides and sway political
opinions as was the case in 2016 in the US.
Keeping the social network secure while
thwarting misinformation and fending off
competition with new features were among
priorities laid out by executives at the
Consumer Electronics Show in Las Vegas
Tuesday. “The innovation piece is impor-
tant to us while we keep people in the com-
pany focused on security,” said Facebook
vice president of global marketing solutions
Carolyn Everson.

Facebook provided visitors a look at a
revamped “Privacy Checkup” tool for users
which is rolling out this week. “What is top

of mind for me is regulation and how the
privacy landscape is developing,” Everson
said. “We would like help on the regulatory
front for privacy and security.”

Facebook priorities this year include
preventing the platform from being used by
malevolent actors to influence the US elec-
tion, according to Everson. The social net-
work is in nearly 200 countries around the
world, where scores of elections take place
annually, and will apply lessons learned
through experience to the US, Everson
said. Facebook will once again have a “war
room” to coordinate responses to election
or voter manipulation efforts by state
actors or others in real time.

“The war room model has been working

around the world,” Everson said.
“We have 70 to 90 elections each year,

so we have been getting better. War rooms
are part of our strategy.” Facebook will ban
hyper-realistic deepfake videos ahead of
the US election but will still allow heavily
edited clips so long as they are parody or
satire. Everson re-affirmed Facebook will
stick with its controversial policy of allow-
ing politicians to post information proven
to be false.

“We do not believe we are in the posi-
tion to be the arbiter of truth, but we have
been clear that we are continuing to evalu-
ate how we can do it better,” Everson said.
“We don’t want people to mislead on our
platform.” —AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook’s hardware vice president Andrew Bosworth ges-
tures as he speaks during an AFP interview on September 17, 2019 in San
Francisco, California. —AFP

Boeing crash 
probe protocol 
hampered by 
Iran-US tensions
PARIS: There are clear international rules governing investiga-
tions into air crashes, but in the case of yesterday’s Ukrainian
passenger jet disaster in Iran they are likely to fall victim to
heightened tensions between Tehran and Washington. The
Ukraine International Airlines Boeing 737-800 crashed less
than three minutes after taking off from Tehran’s airport, killing
176, mostly Iranians and Canadians. Tehran has already indicat-
ed it would not hand over to Americans the recovered flight
recorders, the so-called black boxes, for investigation.

The rules on probes into air crashes are set down in the 1944
Chicago Convention on International Civil Aviation, and the
responsibility for the investigations is assigned to the countries
where they occur.

This puts Iran in charge of the investigation, but the country
that manufactured the aircraft and the country of the airline
that operated the plane are also to have representatives
involved in the probe.

In theory this means that the US National Transportation
Safety Board, which is the body charged with investigating air
accidents, would be involved as Boeing is based in the United
States, and would likely rely on experts from the manufacturer.

“That could be a little complicated,” said Jean-Paul Troadec,
former head of France’s BEA airline safety agency. The crash
came on the same day that US-Iranian tensions rose to new
heights as Iran fired a volley of missiles at Iraqi bases housing
US and other foreign troops, the Islamic republic’s first act in its
promised revenge for the US killing of a top Iranian general.

Boeing said it was in contact with Ukraine International
Airlines and that it was “ready to assist in any way needed”.
However, the head of Iran Civil Aviation Organisation head, Ali
Abedzadeh, said while the Ukrainians were free to participate in
the probe into the crash, “we will not give the black boxes to the
manufacturer (Boeing) and the Americans,” according to the
Mehr news agency. —AFP


