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Over 400 suffer from head
cancer in Kuwait every year

CAN launches campaign to spread awareness on head, neck and thyroid cancer
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Over 400 people are affected by
head cancer in Kuwait every year. “This
means more than one case daily, which is a
high number, so we at Cancer Aware Nation
decided to hold an awareness campaign in
the month of January on head cancer (head,
neck and thyroid),” Dr Khaled Al-Saleh,
Chairman of CAN, told Kuwait Times.
“Head cancer can be discovered easily,
because it is in the face and everybody can
see the face. Also, thyroid cancer is easy to
view as it affects women more than men,
and women usually see their faces all the
time,” he added.

“The main issue of this month’s aware-
ness campaign on head cancer is to encour-
age people to seek medical advice if they
discover any symptom. All cancers have a
risk factor. It’s not a cause, but it means that
the likelihood of developing cancer increas-
es when we have risk factors. Smoking and
alcohol are among the main risk factors,
and these two together increase the proba-
bility eightfold than only smoking. So we
advise people not to smoke, and if they
smoke, not to consume alcohol on top of
that. This is the second aim - to make peo-
ple aware of risk factors,” explained Saleh.

“Lump in the nose, sore throat, change in

the voice, or pain anywhere in the head are
among the most common symptoms. Ninety
percent of these symptoms are ordinary,
but there are chances that these symptoms
are of head cancer, and doctors can discov-
er it. So patients should not ignore these
symptoms, as cancer will not go by itself

and should be treated,” he noted.
“This campaign should reduce the num-

ber of head cancer cases as well as increase
the treatment rate. All activities are open to
the public. Also, people should know that
there is no screening for head cancer simi-
lar to breast or prostate cancers. Doctors in

primary care are trained in dealing with
these symptoms, as we have trained over
1,000 doctors. So patients should go to the
polyclinic in their area for checkups,” con-
cluded Dr Saleh.        

The campaign will continue till the end
of this month. “The campaign includes vari-

ous activities such as awareness lectures,
workshops, exhibitions, sports exercises
and others. The activities will take place in
different locations including schools, hospi-
tals, co-ops, shopping malls and other loca-
tions visited by people. Doctors from the
field will be participating in these activities
to give medical advice to patients and to
answer their questions,” said Dr Eman Al-
Shameri, Head of the Nuclear Medicine
Unit at Adan Hospital during a press con-
ference held on Tuesday.

Dr Khaled Al-Saleh

KUWAIT: A group photo taken during a function held to announce the awareness campaign. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education
will start implementing the fingerprint
biometric access control system in
public schools at the beginning of the
next school year, said official sources,
noting that the decision has been made
despite objections. The source elabo-
rated that Kuwait Teachers Society is
totally against making teachers use the
new system in view of their work bur-
den, which requires some leniency in
occasionally arriving late if they do not
have the first period on the timetable. 

Further, the sources said that in
doing this, the ministry complies with
Civil Service Commission regulations
to implement the system that is
already being used for employees in
various government bodies and that
the project had been delayed for
budgetary reasons. “A tender was
offered for public bidding and the
process will take more than one com-
pany to install the devices in over 900
schools,” the sources explained.   

Social aid
Official sources yesterday stressed

that the proposal Minister of Social
Affairs and Labor Dr Ghadeer Aseeri
is currently preparing on granting
social aid to the children of Kuwaiti
women married to non-Kuwaitis will
not be open for all, as some believe.
Speaking on the condition of
anonymity, the sources explained that
the proposal is still being studied
before referring it to the Cabinet,
adding aid would be given according
to family income, whether the husband
works or is unemployed, whether the
mother works or is unemployed, and if
she is employed, how much she earns. 

The sources noted that aid will not
be given if both spouses work or the
mother gets a monthly salary over KD
1,000, adding that children of Kuwaiti
mothers studying in public or private
universities and Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training col-
leges already receive social
allowances. “Children will also not be
given aid if the mother owns a busi-
ness,” the sources added, noting that
aid will be immediately suspended if it
turns out that recipients have similar
monthly incomes. 

Biometric access control
for teachers next yearBy Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and
Industry yesterday announced closing 25
companies and commercial stores for violat-
ing several laws and regulations. The ministry
explained in a press statement yesterday that
the closed facilities include two contracting
companies, four restaurants, three gift and
accessories shops, a butchery, a grocery,
three garment and shoe stores, eight fruit and
vegetable stores, a fodder outlet, a decor
store and a garage. The statement explained
that the violations committed included having
invalid licenses, commercial fraud and con-

sumer protection-related violations. 

Hawally campaign
Hawally municipal inspectors launched an

inspection campaign in various governorate
areas, said Hawally cleaning and road block-
age control manager Mohammed Al-Jabah,
noting that the tours resulted in removing
3,600 cubic meters of debris, cleaning 140
alleys and 90 main streets, filing 22 cleaning
and road blockage citations and removing 83
abandoned vehicles. Jabah added that two
large trucks and a large bulldozer were used
to remove 1,000 used tires and send them to
the Salmi landfill. 

Expired IDs
Dr Abdullah Al-Sanad announced that in a

bid to provide better health services at vari-
ous health ministry facilities, administrative
directive number 3/2020 was issued yester-
day allowing receiving and serving all citizens
at various ministry facilities even if their civil
IDs have expired. 

Suspect fined
The criminal court yesterday fined the

main suspect in what is known as the ‘Ateej
Al-Mesayyan’ case with KD 5,000 and
acquitted two others - lawyer Yousif Al-
Mehaish and journalist Omar Al-Rashed.  

Commerce Ministry closes 25 violating companies, shops

A group photo of firemen who participated in the drill.

Firemen battle Mahboula building blaze

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen from Mangaf and Fahaheel
fire stations battled a blaze reported in a
Mahboula building consisting of seven floors.
The building was evacuated before firemen
extinguished the fire which had started in a
fourth floor apartment. No injuries were
reported, and an investigation was opened to
reveal the cause of the fire.

Separately, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
(KFSD) carried out a drill at the Science
Center yesterday. Bidaa, Salmiya and preven-
tion fire stations participated in the exercise
during which firemen were trained on evacuat-
ing visitors and staff from the building, tackling
a fire in the basement and rescuing an injured
person on the first floor. Firemen participate in a drill at the Scientific Center.

KUWAIT: The scene inside the Mahboula building after firemen extinguished the blaze.


