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Trump says Iran ‘standing  
down’ after missile strikes

Khamenei: ‘Slap in face’ of US • Trump: ‘All is well’ • Rouhani: ‘We don’t retreat’
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump yesterday 
said Iran appeared to be “standing down” after missile 
strikes against Iraqi bases housing US troops that caused 
no US casualties, indicating there would be no immediate 
new military response. In a televised address to the 
nation from the White House, Trump emphasized that 
there were “no Americans harmed” in the salvo of missiles 
aimed at two bases. 

While he promised to immediately impose “punishing” 
new economic sanctions against Iran, Trump welcomed 
signs that Iran “appears to be standing down” in the tit-
for-tat confrontation, signaling that the United States did 
not plan a new military riposte. Trump closed his remarks 
by addressing Iranians directly, saying that he was “ready 
to embrace peace with all who seek it.” 

However, the US president, facing both an impeach-
ment trial in Congress and a tough reelection in 
November, touted his decision to order the killing of top 
Iranian general Qasem Soleimani last Friday - the opera-
tion that prompted Tehran’s missile strike. Soleimani, a 
national hero in Iran, was “the world’s top terrorist” and 
“should have been terminated long ago”, Trump said. 

Although Trump ended his remarks with the call for 
peace, he opened by stating bluntly that he would never 
allow Iran to procure a nuclear weapon. He then urged 
European allies and other world powers to follow 
America’s lead in abandoning a teetering international 
agreement on managing the country’s nuclear ambitions. 

Iran’s missiles targeted the sprawling Ain al-Asad airbase 
in western Iraq and a base in Irbil, both housing American 
and other foreign troops deployed in a US-led coalition 
fighting the remnants of the Islamic State group.  Iran’s 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei called the missiles a 

“slap in the face” for the United States and indicated that 
more was to come. “An important incident has happened. 
The question of revenge is another issue,” Khamenei said in 
a speech broadcast live on state television. 

Iranian television reported an official in the supreme 
leader’s office as saying the missile attacks were the 
“weakest” of several retaliation scenarios. It quoted 
another source saying Iran had lined up 100 other poten-
tial targets. State media showed footage of what it said 
were Iran’s missiles being fired into the night sky. In the 

background, voices shouted “God is greatest”. It also 
showed purported images of the blasts where they struck. 
It was not possible to verify the images’ authenticity. 

The office of Iraq’s premier said it had received “an 
official verbal message” from Iran informing it that a mis-
sile attack on US forces was imminent. “Iraq rejects any 
violation of its sovereignty and attacks on its territory,” 
the statement said, without specifically condemning the 
missile strikes. Iraqi President Barham Saleh denounced  
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An image grab shows rockets launched from Iran against US military bases in Iraq early yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait yesterday denied reports that 
the United States had decided to withdraw its 
troops from the state, saying the Twitter account of 
its official news agency had been hacked. The 
state-run Kuwait News Agency had tweeted that 
Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister 
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour Al-Sabah had been 
informed by the commander of US forces in Kuwait 
of their intention to withdraw from the Arifjan base 
within three days. The news, published in both 
Arabic and English, was deleted within minutes. 

“The (Twitter) account of Kuwait News Agency 
was hacked... The report about the intention of the 
US troops to pull out is untrue,” government 
spokesman Tareq Al-Mazrem said in a statement. 
KUNA also said it had been hacked and noted that 
the report was not published on its general wire. 
The United States said on Friday that it was deploy-
ing up to 3,500 more troops to the Middle East with 
reprisals expected after an American drone killed 
top Iranian general Qasem Soleimani in Baghdad. 
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TEHRAN: Rescue teams work at the scene after a Ukrainian plane crashed near Imam Khomeini Airport in the capi-
tal Tehran early yesterday, killing everyone on board. — AFP 

TEHRAN: A Ukrainian airliner crashed shortly after 
take-off from Tehran yesterday killing all 176 people on 
board, mainly Iranians and Canadians. Search-and-res-
cue teams were combing through the smoking wreck-
age of the Boeing 737 flight from Tehran to Kiev but 
officials said there was no hope of finding anyone alive. 
The vast majority of the passengers on the Ukraine 
International Airlines flight were non-Ukrainians, 
including 82 Iranians and 63 Canadians, officials said. 

The crash occurred with tensions high in the Middle 
East and shortly after Tehran launched missiles at bases 
in Iraq housing US troops. However, there was no 
immediate indication of foul play and Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky warned against “specu-
lating” on the cause of the disaster. The US aviation 
authority said it had banned US-registered carriers 
from flying over Iraq, Iran and the Gulf, and airlines 
including Lufthansa and Air France suspended flights 
through Iraqi and Iranian airspace.  

Footage released by Iranian state media showed a 
field on fire and the smoldering wreck of the plane. 
Body bags were lined up on the ground and the 
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BEIRUT: Former Renault-Nissan boss Carlos Ghosn 
gestures as he addresses a large crowd of journalists 
at the Lebanese Press Syndicate yesterday. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Fugitive auto tycoon Carlos Ghosn yes-
terday accused Nissan and Japanese prosecutors 
of plotting against him as he staged an impas-
sioned defense at his first public appearance since 
fleeing the country. In a combative news confer-
ence in Beirut, the former Renault-Nissan boss - 
one of the world’s most high-profile corporate 
executives - slammed the financial misconduct 
charges he faced in Japan as “baseless”. 

“The collusion between Nissan and prosecutors 
is everywhere,” Ghosn told a large crowd of jour-
nalists at an appearance that lasted more than two 
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Japanese ‘plot’ ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Russian President Vladimir Putin 

attend the inauguration ceremony of a new gas pipeline “TurkStream” yesterday. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan and Russian counter-
part Vladimir Putin called yesterday for 
a ceasefire in Libya after talks in 
Istanbul, where they also inaugurated a 
“historic” gas pipeline. The leaders used 
a joint statement to call for a truce from 
midnight on Sunday “supported by the 
necessary measures to be taken for sta-
bilizing the situation on the ground” in 
Libya, where they are seen as support-
ing opposing sides.  

Last week, Turkey sent its first troops 
to help defend the UN-backed Tripoli 
government and Erdogan says there are 
2,500 Russian mercenaries supporting 
renegade strongman Khalifa Haftar - a 
claim denied by Moscow. Earlier, they 
inaugurated the TurkStream pipelines, 
which will deliver Russian gas to Turkey 
and Europe via the Black Sea. Erdogan 
described it as a “project of historic 
importance”, while Putin noted the 
strengthening “partnership of Russia and 
Turkey in all domains”.  

TurkStream and the Nord Stream 
pipelines under the Baltic allow Russia to 
increase gas supplies to Europe without 
having to rely on Ukraine. But Moscow’s 
increasing domination of European ener-
gy markets has worried the United  
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NEW DELHI: One of Bollywood’s top stars sparked a 
social media storm yesterday, attracting admiration and 
vitriol after showing solidarity with students who were 
attacked at a Indian university this week. Indian film 

stars have traditionally shied away from politics, fearing 
their films could be boycotted or their safety threat-
ened. The industry also relies heavily on government 
support. But Deepika Padukone, 34, the country’s top-
earning female celebrity according to Forbes India, 
broke the mold when she attended a demonstration in 
New Delhi on Tuesday evening. 

The protest came two days after masked attackers 
went on a rampage inside the campus of the prestigious 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), leaving 34 students 
and faculty members injured. Police reportedly stood 
by and did nothing, while videos purportedly from the 

scene showed masked men swinging batons as students 
screamed in terror. No-one has been arrested in con-
nection with the violence. 

The incident has been blamed on the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), a student body linked to 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s ruling Bharatiya Janata 
Party. The group denied involvement. Padukone’s 
appearance led to calls - including from BJP spokesman 
Tajinder Pal Singh Bagga - for her upcoming film 
“Chhapaak” to be boycotted, while others accused her 
of a publicity stunt ahead of its release tomorrow.  
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