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Immobile double lifts Lazio after 
insulted Balotelli scores for Brescia

MILAN: Mario Balotelli warded off the insults from
travelling Lazio fans to strike the first goal of the
decade in Italy but the title-chasers hit back with a
Ciro Immobile double to snatch a late win at ten-man
Brescia yesterday.

Simone Inzaghi’s side stretched their winning
streak to nine consecutive league games and with a
game in hand are three points behind leaders Inter
Milan and Juventus who play today. Immobile struck
the winner after 91 minutes having also converted
from the penalty spot before the break.

“People expect more from us with all these wins
and two trophies,” said Inzaghi, whose side beat
Juventus to lift the Italian SuperCup trophy last month
after winning the Italian Cup in May. “We won a very
important game. We’ll try to continue like this. We
absolutely want to hit the Champions League.”

Felipe Caicedo had the ball in the back of the net
early for Lazio from an Immobile cross but it was
ruled offside. But Italian international Balotelli picked
up where he left off before the winter break opening
the scoring after 18 minutes for the promoted side.

The 29-year-old pulled clear of Luiz Felipe to vol-
ley in his first home goal for Brescia and first of the
decade. He also scored the first goal of the previous
decade in January 2010 with Inter Milan.

BALOTELLI INSULTS 
The former Manchester City and Liverpool player

was however targeted by insulting chants from Lazio
fans, every time he got the ball. “It’s already the sec-

ond time,” Balotelli was heard telling referee Gianluca
Manganiello after half an hour, with the latter replying:
“Now I’ll take care of it”.

Inzaghi gestured wildly on front of the Lazio fans
to stop the chanting, as an announcement was read
over the stadium speakers reminding fans that play
would be suspended and their club penalised if they
continued.

Brescia fans tried to drown out the insults with
whistles and cheering which Balotelli applauded.
“Lazio fans that were today at the stadium SHAME
ON YOU! #saynotoracism,” Balotelli posted on
Instagram after the game.

In November, Balotelli was the subject of monkey
chants at Verona while Brescia president Massimo
Cellino also came under fire after describing Balotelli’s
difficult situation at the promoted Serie A club as
“black”.

Relegation-threatened Brescia were reduced to 10
men when Andrea Cistana was sent off for a second
yellow card after bringing down Caicedo after 39
minutes. Serie A top scorer Immobile pulled Lazio
back on level terms from the penalty spot three min-
utes later.

Lazio dominated the second half with Immobile
bringing his league tally to 19 goals connecting with a
Caicedo cross to fire in the injury time winner.

It was the 12th time this season that the team have
scored a late winner. Inzaghi meanwhile equals Sven
Goran Eriksson’s record of nine consecutive league
wins set in the 1998-99 season. The Swedish coach

led Lazio to their last Serie A title in 2000.
City rivals Roma, now four points behind in fourth,

host Torino later. Inter Milan recommence the title

battle with Juventus today, with both sides level on 42
points after 17 games. Antonio Conte’s side travel to
Napoli with Juventus at home against Cagliari.

BRESCIA: Brescia’s Italian forward Mario Balotelli fights for the ball during the Italian Serie A football match
Brescia vs Lazio yesterday at the Mario-Rigamonti stadium in Brescia. —AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Bologna FC v ACF Fiorentina 14:30
beIN Sports
Atalanta v Parma Calcio 1913 17:00
beIN Sports
Juventus FC v Cagliari Calcio 17:00
beIN Sports HD 4
AC Milan v UC Sampdoria 17:00
beIN Sports
US Lecce v Udinese Calcio 20:00
beIN Sports
SSC Napoli v Internazionale Milano 22:45
beIN Sports HD 4

Inter Milan to recommence title battle with Juventus today

MADRID: Barcelona were pegged back by La Liga’s bot-
tom club Espanyol on Saturday as Wu Lei struck late to
secure a dramatic 2-2 draw in a thrilling Catalan derby.
Luis Suarez appeared to have inspired another turnaround
at the RCDE Stadium after he cancelled out David Lopez’s
opener with a deft half-volley before digging out an
exquisite pass for substitute Arturo Vidal to finish. 

But a red card for Frenkie de Jong with 16 minutes left
gave Espanyol renewed hope and Chinese forward Wu
emerged the hero, firing past stand-in goalkeeper Neto to
rescue a point in Abelardo Fernandez’s first game in
charge. “De Jong’s sending off hurt us,” said Barcelona
coach Ernesto Valverde.  “We could have scored a third
and then in one play we conceded. We had the game under
control. The red card unsettled us a little.”

Barcelona remain top of the table but only on goal dif-
ference, their two-point advantage removed after Real
Madrid earlier clinched an impressive 3-0 win away at
Getafe.  Atletico Madrid moved up to third after beating
Levante 2-1.  Espanyol have not beaten their local rivals in
the league since 2009 and are still four points from safety,
yet this performance should do wonders for morale. 

They will be hoping for another rescue mission from
new coach Abelardo, who took over Alaves with six points
from 13 games in 2018 and led them to 14th. “This can be a
turning-point,” he said. “But we have to compete just like
today because it won’t be easy.”

Barca now switch their attention to the Spanish Super
Cup in Saudi Arabia next week, where a Clasico final
awaits if Real Madrid beat Valencia in the last four and
they can overcome Atletico.

But Valverde will have much to ponder after defensive
problems again undermined his team against the league’s
bluntest attack. Lopez was unmarked as he headed in
Marc Roca’s cross in the 23rd minute while at the other
end chances were few and far between, with Lionel Messi
going closest with a header at the back post. 

Vidal came on at half-time for Ivan Rakitic and Suarez
worked his magic, angling his foot perfectly to divert Jordi
Alba’s cross inside the near post before picking out Vidal
to make it 2-1 nine minutes later. 

De Jong received a second yellow card for pulling
Jonathan Calleri’s shirt but Barcelona were in command
until the 88th minute when Wu struck. Freed by an excel-
lent reverse pass by Matias Vargas, the 28-year-old shot
across Neto and into the far corner. 

Espanyol might even have won it in injury-time as
Calleri raced clear, only to fire over with two team-mates
free inside him. 

Real Madrid made a more impressive start to their year
as they picked apart a robust Getafe side, even without the
suspended Sergio Ramos and injured Eden Hazard. 

Raphael Varane was the instigator of two goals at the
Coliseum Alfonso Perez, first pressuring Getafe’s David
Soria into a missed punch and an own-goal, before himself
heading home a cross from Toni Kroos. 

“I’m happy with his performance but it’s especially
important when Sergio Ramos isn’t there, to have another
leader,” said Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane.—AFP

China’s Wu Lei 
strikes late as 
Espanyol hold 
10-man Barcelona

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: President of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations, Secretary General of the Asian Shooting
Confederation Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi said more than 40
countries confirmed their participation with nearly 360
athletes of their best shooters in HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 9th Annual
International Shooting Grand Prix to be held from Jan
10 unti l  Jan 17, 2020 at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Olympic Shooting Complex.

Eng Duai j  Al-Otaibi  who chairs the Higher
Organization Committee of the Championship held a
press conference at Crowne Plaza hotel to speak about
the latest developments in regards to this event in the
presence of Arab and Kuwait Shooting Federations
Secretary General Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi, Assistant
Secretary Eng Mohammad Al-Ghurba, Treasurer Essa
Al-Buti Butaiban Board Member Tareq Hamada in addi-
tion to shooters Mansour Al-Rashidi and Abdelrahman
Al-Faihan who qualified for Tokyo 2020 Olympics.

Al-Otaibi said the strongest countries in the shoot-
ing sport including Italy, Spain and Kazakhstan will
participate in this annual event that carries the name of
HH the Amir, adding “the championship is a major one
with the name it carries, and the aim is not the prizes as
much as having the honor to participate and win the
title, and “this is our goal behind having this champi-
onship that became among the strongest on the agenda

of ISSF and major countries are keen to participate in.”
He said the opening ceremony will be held at Martyr

Fahad Al-Ahmad Hall at the Olympic Complex Saturday
evening in the presence of diplomats, athletes and dig-
nitaries, as delegations began arriving, as the club is
totally ready for the event.

He said the championship will include all Olympic
games in the shotgun, rifle, pistol and archery.

Al-Otaibi said Kuwait will have a large delegation
including 20 shooters in the trap event alone, as well as
the four who qualified for Tokyo 2020: Mansour Al-
Turqi, Talal Al-Rashidi, Abdelrahman Al-Faihan and

Saud Habeeb, adding the club prepared certain stan-
dards for Kuwait’s shooters participation in the champi-
onship and they should have Minimum Qualification
Scores (MQS) to make sure that good performance will
take place.

Eng Al-Otaibi said there will be training courses for
shooters, referees and coaches, notably one for the trap,
archery international officiating, electronic refereeing in
addition to refresher courses for Kuwait referees. Al-
Otaibi appreciated the support of HH the Amir for the
championship and his keenness to support the Italy Cup
to enhance the level of Kuwait shooters.

Kuwait ready for Amir’s 9th Annual International Shooting Grand Prix

KUWAIT: Eng Duaij Al-Otaibi, Obaid Al-Osaimi and other officials at the press conference.

DALLAS: Terry Rozier scored 29 points, and Devonte’
Graham added 27 as the visiting Charlotte Hornets
opened a 20-point first-half lead and still had to rally for
a 123-120 overtime victory over the Dallas Mavericks on
Saturday night. PJ Washington added 19 points as the
Hornets came back from a 12-point deficit in the fourth
quarter to win consecutive road games following a six-
game losing streak. Rozier tied it at 103 with 19 seconds
left in regulation, then scored seven points in the extra
period for the victory. Luka Doncic scored 39 points, and
Maxi Kleber added a career-high 24 as the Mavericks
lost for the third time in their last four games. Doncic
added 12 rebounds and 10 assists for his team-record
10th triple-double of the season. The Mavericks are now
1-1 at the start of their season-long six-game homestand.

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 140 - LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS 104
Jae Crowder scored 27 points and grabbed eight

rebounds, and visiting Memphis coasted past Los
Angeles. Jaren Jackson Jr. had 24 points and four blocks,
while Ja Morant and Dillon Brooks added 22 points
apiece. Jonas Valanciunas had 12 rebounds and nine
points, all in the second half. It was the most points the
Clippers have given up to an opponent this season. Los
Angeles played without star forward Paul George.
Montrezl Harrell had 28 points on 11-for-16 shooting and
nine rebounds for the Clippers. Lou Williams and Kawhi
Leonard had 24 points apiece. Leonard, though, misfired
on 16 of 24 attempts from the floor. He also had eight
rebounds.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 117 - SACRAMENTO KINGS 115
JJ Redick drove for the decisive layup, a floater that

kissed high off the glass, with 1.1 seconds left to give New
Orleans a victory at Sacramento. Lonzo Ball recorded 24
points, 10 assists and six rebounds to help the Pelicans
win for the sixth time in the past eight games. Jrue
Holiday added 19 points and seven assists. Harrison
Barnes matched his season high of 30 points but couldn’t
prevent Sacramento from losing for the ninth time in 10
games. The Kings had managed a miraculous tie when
Nemanja Bjelica banked in a 3-pointer and was fouled by
New Orleans’ Brandon Ingram with 4.2 seconds left. He
hit the free throw to tie the score at 115 before the late
heroics by Redick, who finished with 18 points.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS 127 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 118
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 32 points and Eric

Bledsoe added 21 as host Milwaukee continued its
record-breaking season with a win over San Antonio in
the first of back-to-back, home-and-away games
between the two teams. They will meet in San Antonio
on Monday. It was Antetokounmpo’s 19th game this
season with 30 points or more, and the Bucks won their
fifth game in a row and eighth in their past nine outings.
The Bucks (32-5) are off to the best 37-game start in
franchise history. Khris Middleton added 20 points,
Robin Lopez had 14, Ersan Ilyasova scored 11 points
and Brook Lopez contributed 10 points for the Bucks.
DeMar DeRozan led the Spurs with 26 points while
LaMarcus Aldridge had 16 points and 10 rebounds.
Rudy Gay added 15 points, Patty Mills scored 11 and
Trey Lyles grabbed a game-high 14 rebounds for San
Antonio (14-20).

TORONTO RAPTORS 121 - BROOKLYN NETS 102
Fred VanVleet scored 22 of his 29 points after halftime

as Toronto rallied from a 16-point deficit and continued
its domination over Brooklyn with a victory in New York.
The Raptors beat the Nets for the 17th time in the past 18
meetings, with the one loss being a one-point overtime
defeat in December 2018. VanVleet shot 11 of 19 and tied
a season best with five 3-pointers after shooting 3 of 16
and missing 10 of 11 3-point tries in Thursday’s 84-78 loss
at Miami. Spencer Dinwiddie scored 23 points for the
Nets, whose losing streak reached a season-high five
games. The Nets also dropped to 12-11 without Kyrie
Irving (right shoulder impingement), who before the
game acknowledged he might need surgery on a shoul-
der that also has some bursitis.

UTAH JAZZ 109 - ORLANDO MAGIC 96
Donovan Mitchell scored 32 points, and visiting Utah

used a 22-8 run over the first half of the fourth quarter to
beat Orlando. Mitchell’s effort, which included 14-for-21
shooting from the floor and six assists, paced the Utah
offense. He made the first of four straight Jazz 3-pointers
in a stretch to open the final quarter. Terrence Ross (24
points) led the Magic in scoring for the second consecu-
tive night on their back-to-back, which began Friday with
a 105-85 rout of Miami.

ATLANTA HAWKS 116 - INDIANA PACERS 111
Trae Young scored 41 points, the fifth time he’s

scored 40 or more this season, and Atlanta hung on to
beat visiting Indiana. Young scored 30 in the first half,
and his basket with 1:22 left gave the Hawks a 113-109
lead it never relinquished. Young made 3 of 4 free
throws, sandwiched around a steal, in the final 4.5 sec-
onds to seal the win. He became the first Atlanta player
with a 30-point first half since Stephen Jackson in 2004.
Indiana was led by Domantas Sabonis with 25 points

and 11 rebounds. Justin Holiday added 18 points.

BOSTON CELTICS 111 - CHICAGO BULLS 104
Jayson Tatum scored 28 points and Gordon Hayward

added 24 as Boston held off host Chicago for its eighth
win in nine games. Tatum rebounded from a 2-for-16 per-
formance from the floor in Friday’s 109-106 win over the
Atlanta Hawks by making 12 of 15 on Saturday for the
Celtics. Eastern Conference Player of the Week Jaylen
Brown scored 19 points and Enes Kanter recorded a dou-
ble-double off the bench with 17 points and 12 rebounds.
Chicago’s Zach LaVine scored 13 of his 35 points in the
first quarter and finished with five 3-pointers, however he
struggled from the free-throw line (8 of 14).

WASHINGTON WIZARDS 128 - DENVER NUGGETS 114
Ish Smith scored a career-high 32 points and added

eight assists, Troy Brown Jr. had 25 points and 14
rebounds, and host Washington beat Denver. Isaac Bonga
had 15 points, Anzejs Pasecniks scored 13 and Johnathan
Williams added 12 for the Wizards. Washington’s bench,
led by Smith and Brown, scored 92 points to lead the
Wizards. Williams and Jordan McRae (11 points) were the
only starters in double figures for Washington. Jamal
Murray led Denver with 39 points, 20 coming in the third
quarter when he hit all six of his field-goal attempts.
Nikola Jokic had 14 points and 10 rebounds, and Paul
Millsap scored 12 for the Nuggets, who fell to 1-2 on their
five-game road trip.

DETROIT PISTONS 111 - GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 104
Derrick Rose scored 22 points off the bench, and visit-

ing Detroit ended a three-game losing streak with a vic-
tory over Golden State in San Francisco. Rookie Sekou
Doumbouya supplied a career-high 16 points and 10
rebounds in his second career start. Andre Drummond
had 14 points and 18 rebounds before fouling out. Alec
Burks had 27 points, seven rebounds and five assists for
the Warriors. Omari Spellman tossed in 23 points with
five rebounds and four steals. Damion Lee added 14
points and five rebounds.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 
121 - CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 106

Dennis Schroder continued his hot shooting of late,
scoring 22 points to lift Oklahoma City to a win at
Cleveland. The Thunder have won a season-best five con-
secutive games and nine of their last 10. Oklahoma City
lost its first six games on the road this season but has won
seven of its last nine away from home. Schroder was 9 of 15
from the floor, making 2 of 3 from 3-point range and scor-
ing at least 17 for the 17th straight game. Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander scored 20 points for the Thunder, while Steven
Adams had 10 points and 16 rebounds. —Reuters

Hornets survive 
Doncic, Mavs in OT


