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SCOREBOARD

Australia 1st innings 454 (M. Labuschagne 215, S.
Smith 63; N. Wagner 3-66, C. de Grandhomme 3-78)

New Zealand 1st innings (overnight 63-0)
T. Latham c Starc b Cummins 49
T. Blundell b Lyon 34
J. Raval lbw Lyon 31
R. Taylor lbw Cummins 22
G. Phillips b Cummins 52
B. Watling b Starc 9
C de Grandhomme run out (Wade/Paine) 20
T. Astle not out 25
W. Somerville b Lyon 0
N. Wagner b Lyon 0
M. Henry st Paine b Lyon 3
Extras (b1, lb4, nb1) 6
Total (all out; 95.4 overs) 251           
Fall of wickets: 1-68 (Blundell), 2-117 (Raval), 3-117
(Latham), 4-145 (Taylor), 5-163 (Watling), 6-195 (de
Grandhomme), 7-235 (Phillips), 8-237 (Somerville),
9-237 (Wagner), 10-251 (Henry)  
Bowling: Starc 21-1-57-1, Cummins 22-6-44-3,
Pattinson 16-3-58-0 (1nb), Lyon 30.4-10-68-5,
Labuschagne 4-0-8-0, Head 2-0-1-0.

Australia 2nd innings
D. Warner not out 23
J. Burns not out 16
Extras (1lb) 1
Total (0 wkt; 16 overs) 40
Bowling: Henry 5-2-11-0, de Grandhomme 3-1-9-0,
Wagner 4-1-12-0, Somerville 4-0-7-0.

Scoreboard after the third day of the third Test
between Australia and New Zealand at the Sydney
Cricket Ground yesterday:

Aussies take control of N Zealand 
in third Test after Lyon takes five

SYDNEY: Australia took a commanding 243-run lead
over plucky New Zealand in the third Test in Sydney
yesterday, looking set for a clean sweep of the series.
The Australians dismissed the Black Caps for 251 to
lead by 203 runs on the first innings before batting a
second time in a bid to build an overwhelming total
with two days remaining.

At stumps on day three, the hosts were 40 without
loss with David Warner on 23 and Joe Burns not out 16,
and were expected to bat on for some time on the
fourth day. Off-spinner Nathan Lyon captured five for
68 to lead the Australian bowling attack, with Kiwi Test
debutant Glenn Phillips top-scoring with a charmed
knock of 52. “We’re in a very good position here,” said
Lyon, who has now taken a career 385 Test wickets. “A
lot of work to do in the morning and we have to see
what lead we the batsmen want to get to.

“It is pretty special to play here in front of your
home crowd, in front of your family and friends. Nice to
go up on the honours board.” Phillips, who only flew in
on the eve of the Test as cover for a team weakened by
a virus outbreak, was dropped twice and given a
reprieve when caught off a no-ball.

Lyon put down the two caught-and-bowled chances
when Phillips was on two and 17. The Kiwi batsman
dodged another bullet on 28 when he was caught by
Travis Head at deep midwicket only to be recalled when
James Pattinson was found to have over-stepped for a
no-ball. Phillips hit a cracking pull shot off Pat Cummins
to raise his debut half-century before Cummins got him
two balls later, ripping through his defences to take off-
stump for 52. Lyon bowled Will Somerville and Neil
Wagner for ducks and fast bowler Matt Henry came out
to bat despite fracturing his left hand earlier in the
match. Henry ducked out of the way of a couple of
Mitchell Starc thunderbolts directed at his body before
he was stumped off Lyon’s bowling to end the New
Zealand innings. It was the longest innings of a disas-
trous lost series for the Kiwis, bettering the 71 overs
they faced in the second innings of the second Test in
Melbourne. The Black Caps lost three wickets in the
middle session with the experienced Ross Taylor out
lbw to Cummins for 22 in the second over after lunch.

Taylor remains 20 runs away from becoming the
highest-scoring New Zealand batsman in Tests, behind
Stephen Fleming (7,172). Wicketkeeper BJ Watling
chopped a wide Starc delivery on to his stumps for nine
off 30 balls to put his team under more pressure.

Colin de Grandhomme was needlessly run out for 20,
taking on Matthew Wade’s throw from the deep to
wicketkeeper Tim Paine while attempting a second run.
Lyon grabbed two key wickets in the morning session,
removing Melbourne Test centurion Tom Blundell and
recalled Jeet Raval.

Raval, who was dropped after twin batting failures
as an opener in the first Test in Perth, batted positively
at number three before he was leg before wicket to
Lyon for 31 off 58 balls. 

Tom Latham was out two balls later in the next over
from Cummins, done by a fuller delivery and chipping
straight to Starc at mid-on. The new skipper, deputising
for the sidelined Kane Williamson, was denied a
deserved half-century on 49 in his 133-ball vigil.

Blundell fell in the day’s fifth over, bowled by Lyon
for 34. The Sydney Test is being played against the
backdrop of one of Australia’s most devastating bush-
fire seasons, with at least 24 people losing their lives in
blazes raging across the country, including on the out-
skirts of Sydney.

Play will be suspended in the match at the umpire’s
discretion, should smoke significantly affect air quality
or visibility, but the sky above the ground has remained
largely clear so far. — AFP

SYDNEY: Australia’s Nathan Lyon bowls (R) as New Zealand’s Colin de Grandhomme looks on (L) during the
third day of the third cricket Test match between Australia and New Zealand at the Sydney Cricket Ground
in Sydney yesterday. — AFP

Blackcaps batted through the final session without losing a wicket

COLOMBO: Sacked coach Chandika Hathurusingha has
demanded $5 million in compensation from Sri Lanka
Cricket over the premature termination of his contract,
an official said yesterday. The former Sri Lankan Test
star and coach made the claim after the two sides failed
to agree the terms of his termination last summer.

“He has sent a letter of demand asking for $5 million,”
board secretary Mohan de Silva told AFP. Details were
not immediately available, but the Sunday Island news-
paper said Hathurusingha had sought his full salary for
the remaining 18 months of his contract which amounted
to just over a million dollars. He has also claimed that his
reputation as an international coach suffered as a result
of what he called the wrongful termination.

His claim of $5 million includes damages as well as
the wages he says are due to him. The board had been
willing to pay only six months’ salary as compensation,
the Island said, adding that the coach was in receipt of a
take-home salary of $60,000 a month at the time of ter-
mination. Following Sri Lanka’s disappointing World
Cup, where they finished in sixth place, Hathurusingha
and his assistants were shown the door. The then sports
minister Harin Fernando insisted that Hathurusingha was
overpaid and accused him of failing to produce results.
Fernando said Sri Lanka could have hired a foreign
coach at half the price paid to Hathurusingha. Sri Lanka
has since carried out a major revamp of the national
team by appointing South African Mickey Arthur as
head coach in December.

Former Zimbabwe Test player Grant Flower has been
appointed the new national batting coach, Australian
David Saker was made bowling coach while Shane
McDermott was placed in charge of fielding training.
The board has not discussed the terms of their two-year
contracts. — AFP
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Canterbury’s Carter 
enters record books 
CHRISTCHURCH: Canterbury Kings batsman Leo Carter
emulated the likes of Gary Sobers and Yuvraj Singh by
smashing six sixes in an over during a Super Smash
Twenty20 match in Christchurch yesterday.

Left-handed batsman Carter scored 36 runs against
spinner Anton Devcich, bowling for Northern Districts, in
the 16th over with some powerful leg-side hitting. “I basi-
cally just stepped across and swung as hard as I could,”
the 25-year-old told broadcaster Sky Sport.

“I’m not so sure I got many off the middle, but pretty
short boundary there, so they just carried over, I was pret-
ty thankful for that.” Carter finished with an unbeaten 70
off 29 balls as Canterbury chased down an imposing target
of 220 with seven balls to spare.

It is the first time a New Zealander has hit six sixes in
an over, and just the seventh time in history at a top
domestic level or higher. The other players to achieve
the feat include Sobers (1968) and Ravi Shastri (1985)
doing so in first-class games, Herschelle Gibbs (2007) in
a one-dayer, Yuvraj Singh (2007) in a T20I, and Ross
Whiteley (2017) and Hazratullah Zazai (2018) in domes-
tic T20 games. —Reuters

PARIS: Winger Teddy Thomas staked a claim for
inclusion in France’s Six Nations squad in a try-scor-
ing display in Racing 92’s 27-19 victory over
Clermont in the French Top 14 on Saturday. Thomas,
26, who made the last of his 16 Test appearances in
November 2018, got the better of Alivereti Rakai, a
rival for a spot in Fabien Galthie’s 42-man group to be
named on Wednesday, in the first half at La Defense
Arena.  “From what he has shown us for a while, I
think he’ll be there,” Racing coach Laurent Travers
said. “Teddy proposed something positive, he went
looking for the ball, which is something he didn’t used
to do,” Travers added.

The Parisians are fourth in the table before wel-
coming Munster in the European Champions Cup
pool stages next Sunday. Clermont, losing Top 14
finalists last season, are down in eighth place ahead of
hosting Ulster next weekend.

The hosts led 10-0 after less than a quarter of an
hour as Tonga prop Ben Tameifuna, on his 100th
appearance for Racing, crashed over and scrum-half
Teddy Iribaren kicked a conversion and a penalty
goal.  Greig Laidlaw responded with his own three
points before Thomas’s moment of magic on 27 min-
utes. He received the ball on the right flank after
Virimi Vakatawa’s superb break before side-stepping
Raka with ease to stroll over in the corner for his 10th
try of the campaign and a 17-3 lead. 

Eight minutes later Thomas claimed the defensive
upper hand by ripping the ball from Raka’s posses-
sion with the Fijian-born winger in full flight with the
tryline in his sight. Retired Scotland scrum-half
Laidlaw slotted three penalties to make it 17-12 after
44 minutes.

Captain Iribaren claimed his side’s second try of
the day, beating Laidlaw down the blindside to extend
his side’s lead to 24-12. Clermont’s France winger
Damian Penaud closed the advantage to five points
with 25 minutes to play before Iribaren maintained his
perfect performance from the boot with his second
three-pointer to take the score to 27-19.

Bordeaux-Begles stay top after a 22-3 win over
Bayonne and are three points ahead of Lyon who had
taken temporary possession of top spot earlier
Saturday with a 13-12 win against Agen.

All of Bordeaux’s points came in the first half with
French centres Jean-Baptiste Dubie and Remie
Lamerat and Australian international lock Kane
Douglas all scori 

La Rochelle crushed Pau with a five-try bonus-
point 44-13 victory in a game where international fly-
half Jules Plisson played a major role as his team
moved into third place at the halfway stage of the
regular season.

Plisson set up second-rower Thomas Lavault for
the first try and then scored himself after a brilliantly
executed interception of Antoine Hastoy’s intended
pass to Charlie Malie.

Montpellier are fifth after a narrow 29-26 win over
Brive with South Africa’s World Cup winner Handre
Pollard kicking 19 points. On Sunday, champions
Toulouse head to bottom side Stade Francais in
French rugby’s Classico as World Cup winner Cheslin
Kolbe makes an injury comeback.  — AFP
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CAPE TOWN: Opener Dominic Sibley struck a career-
best unbeaten 85 as England seized control of the sec-
ond test against South Africa at the close of the third
day at Newlands yesterday, grinding down their hosts
ahead of a fourth innings victory charge.

The tourists reached 218 for four at stumps, a lead of
264 that already looks substantial on a wearing wicket
and with two full days remaining, providing an excellent
chance to level the four-match series.

Sibley put on 116 for the third wicket with captain
Joe Root (61), before the latter steered Dwaine
Pretorius to Faf du Plessis at slip late on.
Nightwatchman Dominic Bess gloved a leg-side deliv-
ery from Anrich Nortje (2-36) to end the day.

Sibley will seek to take the game further away from
South Africa with Ben Stokes on day four with
England’s travelling fans in full voice in Cape Town.
Sibley’s previous best in tests was 29 and he showed
impressive patience and concentration to see off the
new ball and then accumulate his runs by waiting for
the right opportunities to score.

He took 140 balls to reach his 50 and batted for
almost the full day, which allowed Root to score more

freely at the other end. South Africa’s other two wickets
in England’s second innings were that of Zak Crawley
(25), who edged Kagiso Rabada to wicketkeeper
Quinton de Kock, and Joe Denly (31), caught at long leg
attempting a hook off Nortje.

It was, at times, a war of attrition that the visiting
side won with risk-free, smart cricket. South Africa’s
bowling attack were unable to find the movement and
pace off the wicket that England enjoyed as they
bowled them out for 223 early on the third day.

Seamer James Anderson took five wickets and
Ben Stokes an England record five catches as they
made short work of wrapping up the South African
first innings.

Anderson (5-40) knocked over Rabada (0) with the
first ball of the day and completed his England record
28th test five-wicket haul when Nortje (4) edged to
Stokes at slip for the all-rounder to take his fifth catch
of the innings.

It is the joint most by any player in Test cricket and
the 12th time a fielder had taken five catches in an
innings, but a first for England. South Africa won the
first test in Pretoria by 107 runs. — Reuters

Sibley, Root put England in command 

CAPE TOWN: England’s Joe Root (R) watches the ball after playing a shot as South Africa’s Quinton de Kock
(L) looks on during the third day of the second Test cricket match between South Africa and England at the
Newlands stadium in Cape Town yesterday.—AFP

MELBOURNE: Australian all-rounder Marcus Stoinis
was yesterday slapped with a hefty fine after directing
a homophobic slur at Kane Richardson during a
domestic Twenty20 Big Bash League game.

The Melbourne Stars player apologised after being
found guilty of breaching Cricket Australia’s code of
conduct and penalised Aus$7,500 (US$5,200).

“I got caught in the moment and took it too far,”
Stoinis said of the incident during the clash with cross-
town rivals Melbourne Renegades on Saturday. “I
realised immediately I was in the wrong and I apologise
to Kane and to the umpires. “I did the wrong thing and

accept responsibility for my actions. The standards are
there for a reason and I accept the penalty.”

The incident comes six weeks after fast bowler
James Pattinson, currently playing for Australia in the
third Test against New Zealand in Sydney, was banned
for player abuse, also reportedly a homophobic slur. His
penalty — a one-match suspension which ruled him out
of the first Test against Pakistan — was harsher as it
was his third code of conduct breach in the past 18
months.

“The behaviour in this matter falls short of the stan-
dards we expect and we have acted accordingly,” Sean
Carroll, Cricket Australia’s head of integrity and securi-
ty said of the Stoinis fine.

He only referred to the matter as “personal abuse of
a player”, although the Cricket Australia website char-
acterised it as a homophobic slur. “There is no place for
it in the game,” added Carroll. — AFP
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