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After Indonesia’s deadly floods, 
few hear climate ‘wake-up call’

60 perish in floods after torrential rainfall
JAKARTA: Floods that killed 60 people in Indonesia’s
capital after the biggest rainfall since records began
should be a wake-up call to climate change in one of the
world’s biggest carbon emitters, environmental groups
said. But, despite the catastrophe in Southeast Asia’s
biggest city, authorities see no greater impetus for more
cuts to planned carbon dioxide emission reductions or
other measures to address climate change.

The floods “should serve as a strong reminder to the
government that things can’t be business as usual,” said
Yuyun Harmono, a campaign manager at the Indonesian
Forum for the Environment, the country’s biggest green
group. With one of the world’s longest coastlines
Indonesia, the world’s fourth most populous country, is
extremely vulnerable to climate change. The metropolitan
region of the capital Jakarta is home to 30 million people
and parts of the city near the coast are sinking just as sea
levels are rising.

However, the country is the world’s fifth-largest emit-
ter of the greenhouse gases that are blamed for causing
the climate crisis. It is also the world’s top exporter of
both thermal coal and palm oil, whose cultivation has
reduced the amount of carbon dioxide absorbing forests.
At least 60 people were killed after the rains on New
Year’s Day, Indonesian authorities said on Saturday
evening. Nearly 100,000 people remain evacuated from
their homes. Indonesia’s meteorological department said
it was the heaviest one-day rainfall since Dutch colonists
began keeping records in 1866 and squarely blamed ris-
ing global temperatures. “The impact of a one degree
increase can be severe,” Dwikorita Karnawati, the head
of the agency, told a news conference on Friday. “Among
that is these floods.”

The floods were “a big wake up call,” said Hidayah

Hamzah, a research analyst at the World Resources envi-
ronmental group in Jakarta.

“We don’t care about the environment”
Social media users criticized the government for not

doing enough on climate change after the flooding. Twitter
user @wolfiecoconut said: “Indonesia is a country that is
prone to disaster but we don’t care about the environ-
ment.” But the green lobby has little sway in Indonesia.

Some 18 percent of Indonesians believe there is no link
between human activity and climate change, one of the
highest percentages among the world’s 23 biggest coun-
tries, according to the 2019 YouGov-Cambridge Globalism
Project. When asked if the government would do more on
climate issues after the floods, the Ministry of the
Environment and Forest’s Climate Adaptation Director Sri
Tantri Arundhati said on Friday there are no plans to
change policy or shift the targets for cutting carbon diox-
ide output it agreed under the Paris Accord.

Rida Mulyana, director general for electricity at the
energy ministry, said the government would stick to a plan
for moving to renewables that means more than half of
power generation will still rely on coal for the next decade.
Part of the government’s solution for Jakarta’s regular
floods, which are not usually as bad as the recent ones, is
to move the capital to the island of Borneo by 2023, a plan
environmentalists fear will exacerbate deforestation.

Plans to improve Jakarta’s flood defenses include build-
ing two dams and works on the city’s biggest river. “There
aren’t a lot of people who realize the impact of climate
change,” said Nirwono Joga, a researcher at the Urban
Studies Center in Jakarta. “When the flood recedes and
people get back to their homes and resume normal activi-
ties, flood management or concrete actions to combat cli-
mate change will be forgotten too.” — Reuters

Britain urges 
Iran to come in 
from the cold
LONDON:  Britain yesterday urged Iran to “do the
right thing” and seize the opportunity to come in from
the cold by de-escalating tensions with the United
States. Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said a war was
in no one’s interest as he described Iran’s assassinated
top general Qasem Soleimani as a “regional menace”.

Britain is preparing to deploy the Royal Navy to
escort UK-flagged commercial shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz. The US on Friday killed Soleimani in
a drone strike near Baghdad international airport that
raised fears of a new war in the Middle East.

“The US will take their own operational judgment
call but they’ve got the right of self defence,” Raab
told Sky News television. Raab said he spoke to Iraq’s
President Barham Saleh on Saturday and Prime
Minister Adel Abdel Mahdi yesterday.

“We want to see de-escalation, we’re going to do
everything we can to protect the UK diplomatic mis-
sions and we’re going about that business,” he said.

Raab said there needed to be “a route through this
which allows Iran to come in from the international cold-
and that opportunity is there for them if they do the right
thing”. Raab also confirmed that he has a meeting with
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo next week.

Meanwhile the Ministry of Defence said late
Saturday that the frigate HMS Montrose and HMS
Defender, a destroyer, “will resume accompaniments
of UK-flagged commercial vessels” in the strait.
Defence Secretary Ben Wallace said: “I have instruct-
ed preparations for HMS Montrose and HMS
Defender to return to accompanying duties of Red
Ensign shipping. The government will take all neces-
sary steps to protect our ships and citizens at this
time.” The practice of escorting ships in the Strait of
Hormuz was stood down in November, after being
used during the fall-out from the seizure of the British-
flagged Stena Impero tanker by Iran in July. — AFP

Japan tightens 
immigration 
procedures as
Ghosn flees
TOKYO: Japan yesterday said it would
tighten immigration measures after former
Nissan boss Carlos Ghosn fled the country
while on bail, its first official response to an
astonishing escape that has transformed
the executive into an international fugitive.

Authorities have remained quiet after
Ghosn revealed on Tuesday that he had fled
to his childhood home of Lebanon to
escape a “rigged” justice system in Japan.
All government offices and most businesses
in Japan have been shut for the new year
holidays. The former Nissan Motor and
Renault chairman was arrested in Tokyo in
November 2018 and faced multiple charges
of financial wrongdoing, which he denies.

Ghosn’s escape from Japan is “unjustifi-
able” and he is thought to have left the
country using “illegal methods”, the
Japanese justice minister said yesterday, in
the first official public comments on the
case. The 65-year-old former Nissan boss
skipped bail and fled Japan where he was
awaiting trial over multiple counts of finan-
cial misconduct that he denies.

It was the latest twist in a saga that has
gripped the business world and his escape
from Japan has left authorities there red-
faced and scrambling to defend their jus-
tice system from fierce international criti-
cism. “Our country’s criminal justice system

sets out appropriate procedures to clarify
the truth of cases and is administered
appropriately, while guaranteeing basic indi-
vidual human rights. The flight by a defen-
dant on bail is unjustifiable,” said Masako
Mori. “It is clear that we do not have records
of the defendant Ghosn departing Japan. It is
believed that he used some wrongful meth-
ods to illegally leave the country. It is
extremely regrettable that we have come to
this situation,” added the minister.

She confirmed Ghosn’s bail has already
been cancelled and that an Interpol “red
notice” had been issued. In separate com-
ments, the public prosecutors’ office
deemed Ghosn’s flight a “crime” and said
the tycoon had “knowingly flouted” the

country’s judicial procedures. In their first
remarks since Ghosn’s dramatic flight just
before the New Year, prosecutors said the
escape vindicated their argument that he
should have been kept in custody.

“The defendant Ghosn had abundant
financial power and multiple foreign bases.
It was easy for him to flee,” the statement
said. He had “significant influence” inside
Japan and globally, and there was a “realis-
tic danger” he would destroy evidence
related to the case, they added.

The Ghosn case put the international
spotlight on Japan’s justice system, which
came under heavy fire for authorities’ abili-
ty to hold suspects almost indefinitely
pending trial. Ghosn twice won bail by per-

suading the court he was not a flight risk-
decisions seen as controversial at the time.
Prosecutors argue that the lengthy deten-
tion is required to prove guilt beyond
doubt and they are unwilling to charge a
suspect if their case is not iron-clad. The
court is fair and will only find people guilty
beyond reasonable doubt, they said in their
statement. “Therefore it was necessary and
unavoidable to detain the defendant Ghosn
in order to continue fair and appropriate
criminal proceedings,” they said.

‘Refused to obey’ 
Ghosn himself did appear once in court,

under a little-used procedure to ask why
he was still being detained. At this appear-
ance, he said he was eager to defend him-
self at a court trial and clear his name.
However, the prosecutors said that by flee-
ing Japan, he had “violated that oath” and
“refused to obey the judgment of our
nation’s court.” “He wanted to escape pun-
ishment for his own crime. There is no way
to justify this act,” they added. Ghosn him-
self has said he left Japan because he was
no longer willing to be “held hostage by a
rigged Japanese justice system.” Amid fan-
ciful accounts of a Houdini-like escape
from Japan, he appears to have simply
walked out of his house, according to
security camera footage seen by Japanese
public broadcaster NHK-before boarding
a private jet to Beirut via Istanbul.

Japan has launched a probe into the
humiliating security lapse and prosecutors
said they would “coordinate with the rele-
vant agencies to swiftly and appropriately
investigate the matter.” The 65-year-old
former Nissan boss has vowed to give his
own account at a hotly awaited press con-
ference in Beirut this week. —Agencies

This aerial handout picture shows a landslide area at Pasir Madang village in Bogor, after torrential rains began
to hit the area on December 31. Indonesian rescue teams flew helicopters stuffed with food to remote flood-hit
communities on Saturday as the death toll from the disaster jumped to 60 and fears grew about the possibility of
more torrential rain. — AFP

Cambodia building 
collapse kills 
36, injures 23 
PHNOM PENH: Thirty-six people were killed and 23 more
injured when a tourist guesthouse under construction in
Cambodia collapsed, trapping workers under rubble, offi-
cials said yesterday.

Officials said rescue operations ended two days after
the seven-storey concrete building collapsed on Friday in
the coastal town of Kep, about 160 km (100 miles) south-
west of the capital Phnom Penh. The 36 dead included six

children and 14 women, officials said in a statement that
did not detail why children were at the construction site.

Kep Governor Ken Satha said that the owners of the
building, a Cambodian couple, had been detained for
questioning.

However, Prime Minister Hun Sen defended the govern-
ment response and said that no officials in Kep province
would be fired. “Building collapses don’t only happen in
Cambodia ... they happen elsewhere ... including in the
United States,” Hun Sen said in a news briefing. Cambodia
is undergoing a construction boom to serve growing
crowds of Chinese tourists and investors. The Kep building
collapse came six months after 28 people were killed when
a Chinese-owned construction site collapsed in Preah
Sihanouk province. Seven people were charged with invol-
untary manslaughter and Hun Sen fired a disaster manage-
ment official over that accident. — Reuters

BEIRUT: A woman walks in front of the underground parking of a house said to
belong to former Nissan chief Carlos Ghosn in a wealthy neighborhood of the
Lebanese capital Beirut on Saturday. — AFP

HANOI: Rescue personnel carry a body from the site where an under-construction building collapsed on Friday
in southern Cambodia’s coastal Kep province yesterday. — AFP

Sri Lanka oppn
MP cries foul 
over gun arrest
COLOMBO: Sri Lankan police on Saturday arrested an
opposition legislator over an alleged gun offence, but the
outspoken MP claimed he was being targeted for speaking
out against corruption in politics. Ranjan Ramanayake was
the third member of the United National Party-which lost a
November presidential election in a landslide win for
Gotabaya Rajapaksa-to be arrested in as many weeks.

Police seized what they said was an unlicensed hand-
gun, 127 rounds of live ammunition and unspecified docu-
ments from the home of Ramanayake, who livestreamed
the search and arrest. “I have not done any crime... I am
ready to face any repercussions for speaking the truth,” he
said shortly before being taken into custody to give a
statement.

Fellow UNP lawmaker Eran Wickramaratne said the
arrest was politically motivated. “The continuing trend of
using police force to further a political agenda is abhorrent
and must be stopped,” Wickramaratne said on Twitter.
Ramanayake was the third UNP lawmaker arrested since
mid-December.

Former minister Patali Ranawaka was arrested on
December 18 in connection with a 2016 traffic accident in
which a motorcyclist was seriously injured. Another former
minister, Rajitha Senaratne, was arrested on December 27
and accused of violating election laws by holding a press
conference ahead of the November 16 vote, among other
charges. Both Senaratne and Ranawaka have since been
released on bail.

All three lawmakers are vocal opponents of Rajapaksa,
who has said he wants to hold early parliamentary elec-
tions, possibly in late April or early May. —AFP

Bangladesh 
orders arrest 
of ‘fugitive’ 
ex-chief justice
DHAKA: A Bangladesh court ordered the arrest yester-
day of former chief justice Surendra Kumar Sinha and
10 others on charges alleging they embezzled nearly
half a million dollars, a prosecutor said.

“All of them are fugitives from justice,” prosecutor
Khurshid Alam Khan said, adding Sinha was accused of
embezzling money and laundering it from one bank
account to another. Sinha headed the South Asian
nation’s Supreme Court for a landmark verdict on judi-
cial independence that went against the government,
but fled Bangladesh in late 2017 amid allegations he had
been forced to step aside.

Opposition groups and rights activists said the
departure of Sinha, a Hindu, was a blow to the credibili-
ty of the judiciary in the Muslim-majority country.
Sinha, 68, now lives in North America.

He was the first Hindu to be made chief justice of the
officially secular Muslim-majority nation of 168 million
since its independence from Pakistan in 1971.

Sinha’s departure came after a rare statement from
the Supreme Court in October 2017 said other judges
had accused him of graft and refused to sit with him on
the top bench. Just months earlier, Sinha had led the
Supreme Court in a decision that scrapped parliament’s
power to sack top judges.

The ruling overturned a 2014 constitutional change
introduced by authoritarian Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. In a written statement issued before he left the
country, Sinha expressed dismay over criticism he had
faced from the government over the ruling, saying he
was “worried about the independence of the judiciary”.

He later wrote a book titled “A Broken Dream: Rule
of Law, Human Rights & Democracy”, detailing the
saga, saying he had been forced to resign and flee after
being threatened by a military security agency. — AFP


