
Six Germans die 
as drunk driver 
hits pedestrians 
in Italian Alps
ROME: A drunk driver ploughed into pedestrians
in an Italian Alpine village yesterday, killing six
German tourists and injuring 11 other people,
emergency services said. The accident happened
at around 1:15 am (0015 GMT) in the village of
Lutago near the Austrian border in an area popu-
lar with skiers.

A group of German tourists had left a nightclub
shortly before the car slammed into them at high
speed-throwing some of them dozens of meters.
Six Germans were killed, a fire service official in
Lutago told AFP. Eleven other people were
injured-two of whom were seriously hurt and
flown by helicopter to a hospital in Innsbruck in
Austria.

The local head of Italy’s paramilitary cara-
binieri  police force told AFP the driver had
between 1.9 and 2.0 grams of alcohol per litre
in his blood, about four t imes the maximum
allowed level. 

The driver, a 27-year-old local, was charged
with murder and put in hospital under police
guard.

‘A terrible scene’ 
Roughly 160 emergency workers went at the

scene and a field hospital was set up by the road.
“A terrible scene, people on the ground, cries and
pain, a tragedy - we don’t have the words,” a
hotel receptionist told the Corriere della Sera
newspaper. “We have asked several times for a

radar on this road as drivers speed up as soon as
they leave Lutago and here, one kilometer from
the centre, they go at 100 kilometers an hour.”

“The New Year has begun with a tragedy,”
South Tyrol governor Arno Kompatscher told
reporters.

South Tyrol is a largely German-speaking
province with a high degree of autonomy, known
in particular for the Dolomites mountain chain.
The German foreign ministry in Berlin said its
consulate in Milan was “in close touch with the
Italian authorities who are proceeding with the
identification of the victims, assisting those who

have been affected”. Lutago, in the picturesque
Aurina valley, is popular with tourists who ski at
Klausberg and Speikboden.

The village of about 800 residents is the loca-
tion for a popular Italian television series “Un
Passo dal Cielo” (“One Step from Heaven”). Last
week, three Germans - a woman and two girls,
one of them aged seven - were killed in an ava-
lanche in South Tyrol. Italy has also suffered
several high-profile road accidents in recent
months, one in December when the son of a
well-known film director hit and killed two 16-
year-old girls in Rome. —AFP
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Firefighters attend to the scene where a male driver of a car hit a group of German tourists, killing six in Lutago, Italy,
yesterday. —Reuters

Indian govt seeks 
to woo Bollywood 
stars as citizenship 
law protests rage on
MUMBAI: The Indian government invited numerous
Bollywood stars and film industry personalities to a private
gathering yesterday in an effort to garner support for a new
citizenship law that has triggered weeks of sometimes vio-
lent protests nationwide. At least 25 people have been killed
so far in clashes with the police during five weeks of
protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
which eases the path for non-Muslims in the neighbouring
Muslim-majority nations of Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Bangladesh to gain Indian citizenship.

If combined with a proposed national register of citizens,
critics of the CAA fear it will discriminate against India’s
Muslim minority and chip away at its secular constitution.
Two industry sources told Reuters they had received invites
to Sunday’s gathering at a five-star hotel in Mumbai. Roughly
20 to 25 people from both the Hindi and Marathi film industry
are expected to attend the event, one of the sources said.

An invitation seen by Reuters said the event hosted by
two senior leaders of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) aimed to “facilitate a dis-
cussion on myths and realities pertaining to the (CAA)”.
Wooing Bollywood stars, who have a huge social media fol-
lowing among Indians of all faiths, could help the BJP alter
some of the negative narrative around the new law. The law,
and the outrage it has prompted, pose a dilemma for a film
industry that has some big-name Muslim personalities, but
caters predominantly to India’s majority Hindu population. A
handful of Bollywood figures have condemned the CAA,
while some others have faced criticism for not weighing in
on the issue. —Reuters

MOGADISHU: In this file photo,  Somali soldiers and people stand and look at the bodies of three suspected fighters of the radical Islamist Al-Shabab group lying on the road outside The Nasahablood Hotel in Mogadishu. Jihadists from
Somalia’s Al-Shabaab group yesterday stormed a military base used by US forces in Kenya’s coastal Lamu region, destroying several aircraft and military vehicles.—AFP

NAIROBI: Jihadists from Somalia’s Al-
Shabaab group  yesterday stormed a mili-
tary base used by US forces in Kenya’s
coastal Lamu region, destroying several air-
craft and military vehicles, according to
Kenyan police and army officials. Attackers
breached heavy security at Camp Simba at
dawn but were repelled and four jihadists
were killed, said army spokesman Colonel
Paul Njuguna.

Al-Shabaab has launched regular cross-
border raids since Kenya sent troops into
Somalia in 2011 as part of an African Union
force protecting the internationally backed
government-which the jihadists have been
trying to overthrow for more than a
decade. The Lamu region, which includes
popular tourist beach destination Lamu
Island, lies close to the Somali frontier and
has suffered frequent attacks, often carried

out with roadside bombs.
Njuguna said “an attempt was made to

breach security at Manda Air Strip” at
5:30am but it was repulsed. “Four terrorists’
bodies have so far been found. The airstrip
is safe,” he said, adding that a fire had bro-
ken out but had since been dealt with.

Kenya’s Inspector General of Police
Hilary Mutyambai said officers were “on
high alert” after the attack.

Al-Shabaab ‘lying’ 
An internal police report seen by AFP

said two aircraft, two American helicopters
and “multiple American vehicles” were
destroyed at the airstrip. The type of aircraft
involved was not immediately clear. Local
government official Irungu Macharia said
five people had been arrested near the
camp and were being interrogated. It was

not yet known if there were casualties
among Kenyan or American troops.

US military officials confirmed the attack
and said US and Kenyan forces had repelled
the Al-Shabaab fighters.  “Working along-
side our Kenyan partners, the airfield is
cleared and still in the process of being fully
secured,” said the US Africa Command
(AFRICOM) in a statement.

The nearby civilian airport at Manda Bay,
which brings tourists visiting Lamu Island-a
UNESCO World Heritage Site-was closed
for several hours after the incident, accord-
ing to the civil aviation authority. Al-
Shabaab said in a statement it had “success-
fully stormed the heavily fortified military
base and have now taken effective control of
part of the base”.

AFRICOM accused Al-Shabaab of lying
in order to create false headlines.

US military network 
The Somali jihadists have staged several

large-scale attacks inside Kenya in retalia-
tion for Nairobi sending troops into
Somalia as well as to target foreign inter-
ests. The group has been fighting to over-
throw an internationally-backed govern-
ment in Mogadishu since 2006, staging
regular attacks on government buildings,
hotels, security checkpoints and military
bases in the country

Despite years of costly efforts to fight
Al-Shabaab, the group on December 28
managed to detonate a vehicle packed
with explosives in Mogadishu, killing 81
people.  The spate of attacks highlights
the group’s resilience and capacity to
inflict mass casualties at home and in the
region, despite losing control of major
urban areas in Somalia.

In a November report, a UN panel of
experts on Somalia noted an “unprece-
dented number” of homemade bombs and
other attacks across the Kenya-Somalia
border in June and July last year.

On Thursday, at least three people
were killed when suspected Al-Shabaab
gunmen ambushed a bus travelling in the
area. According to the Inst i tute for
Security Studies, the United States has 34
known mil i tary bases in Africa, from
where it conducts “drone operations,
training, military exercises, direct action
and humanitarian activities”. US military
strikes in Somalia surged after President
Donald Trump declared the south of the
country an “area of active hostilities”.
AFRICOM said in April it had killed more
than 800 people in 110 strikes in Somalia
since April 2017.  —AFP

Several US aircraft and military vehicles destroyed in Al-Shabaab attack


