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Kadri scores twice as Avalanche 
roll past visiting Blues 7-3 

DENVER: Nazem Kadri scored twice as the Colorado
Avalanche ended a six-game losing streak to St. Louis by
beating the Blues 7-3 in Denver. The Avalanche won for
just the second time in their last seven games (2-4-1). The
Western Conference-leading Blues have lost back-to-
back games on the heels of an eight-game winning streak.
Nathan MacKinnon scored one goal and assisted on three
others for the Avalanche. Mikko Rantanen, Cale Makar, J.T.
Compher and Joonas Donskoi also scored and Samuel
Girard earned four assists. Avalanche goaltender Philipp
Grubauer made 24 saves to snap his five-game winless
streak. Robert Thomas scored twice and Alex Pietrangelo
scored the other goal while adding an assist for the Blues.
Jordan Binnington made 34 saves while giving up a career-
worst seven goals before being relieved by Jake Allen.

CANUCKS 7, BLACKHAWKS 5
Adam Gaudette scored the game-winner while J.T.

Miller collected four points as Vancouver claimed its sixth
straight win with a home-ice victory over Chicago. With
overtime looming, Gaudette gained the puck near the
boards, went to the slot and sent a wrist shot that found
the mark with 4:11 left on the clock. Bo Horvat rounded out
the scoring with an empty-net goal to cap a three-point
game (two goals, one assist). Elias Pettersson also had
three points (one goal, two assists) for the Canucks. Robin
Lehner stopped 30 shots for the Blackhawks, who saw
their three-game winning streak snapped.

SHARKS 3, PENGUINS 2 (OT)
Brent Burns scored a power-play goal at 2:02 of over-

time to give visiting San Jose a win over Pittsburgh. After a
scoreless third period, the Sharks went to a four-on-three
man advantage in overtime when Pittsburgh’s Kris Letang
tripped San Jose’s Logan Couture. Burns’ big slap shot
from the top of the slot went over screened goaltender
Tristan Jarry’s glove. Tomas Hertl and Logan Couture also
scored, and Burns had an assist to go along with his goal
for San Jose, which twice blew a one-goal lead before
snagging the two points. Patric Hornqvist, playing a day
after his 33rd birthday, scored both goals for Pittsburgh,
which had its three-game win streak snapped.

LIGHTNING 2, CANADIENS 1
Andrei Vasilevskiy finished with 38 saves to make a pair

of first-period goals stand up as visiting Tampa Bay edged
Montreal. Anthony Cirelli and Nikita Kucherov each
scored in the first period for the Lightning, who extended
their season-high winning streak to five games. They also
have emerged victorious in 13 straight contests against
Atlantic Division foes. Defenseman Jeff Petry scored early
in the first period and Carey Price made 21 saves, but the

Canadiens failed to solve Vasilevskiy again and dropped
their fourth in a row.

BLUE JACKETS 2, BRUINS 1 (OT)
Pierre-Luc Dubois scored 52 seconds into overtime as

Columbus rallied past host Boston to extend its points
streak to 12 games (8-0-4). Sonny Milano tied the game
early in the third period, and Elvis Merzlikins made 26
saves as the Blue Jackets won for the seventh time in their
last nine games. David Pastrnak became the league’s first
30-goal scorer this season when he tallied for the Bruins,
who extended their own points streak to nine (4-0-5).
Tuukka Rask, making his 500th NHL start, stopped 31
shots.

SABRES 3, OILERS 2 (OT)
Jack Eichel scored on a penalty shot in overtime as host

Buffalo rallied to snap a four-game losing streak by
defeating Edmonton. Eichel, who was awarded the shot
after being harassed enough while breaking to the net at
just 1:09 into the extra session, went wide and then skated
in on Edmonton netminder Mike Smith (23 saves). The
Sabres star then shot up top and past Smith for his 26th
goal of the season to give the hosts their second victory in
nine games. Curtis Lazar and Sam Reinhart also scored for
the Sabres, who trailed 2-0 after Riley Sheahan and Ryan
Nugent-Hopkins scored for Edmonton. Linus Ullmark
made 25 saves for Buffalo.

DEVILS 2, ISLANDERS 1
Nico Hischier scored the go-ahead goal early in the

third period, Mackenzie Blackwood made 29 saves and
New Jersey trimmed host New York in Uniondale, NY. P.K.
Subban also scored for the Devils, who have won three
straight games for the first time this season and are 6-2-1
over their past nine games. Brock Nelson scored, and
Semyon Varlamov made 29 saves for New York, which had
won two straight, both on the road at Minnesota and
Washington. New York fell to 0-3-1 in its past four home
games as it faced New Jersey for the first time this season.

MAPLE LEAFS 6, JETS 3
William Nylander scored two goals and added an assist

and Frederik Andersen made 45 saves as streaking
Toronto defeated host Winnipeg. Kasperi Kapanen added
a goal and an assist and Travis Dermott, Pierre Engvall and
Mitchell Marner also scored for the Maple Leafs, who
extended their point streak to nine games (8-0-1). Kyle
Connor, Patrik Laine and Mark Scheifele scored for the
Jets, who dropped to 2-5-1 in their past eight games.
Goalie Connor Hellebuyck was pulled following the second
period after allowing five goals on 17 shots.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 5, FLYERS 4
Max Pacioretty scored two goals, Shea Theodore had a

goal and an assist and Marc-Andre Fleury finished with 34
saves, including one on a penalty shot, as Vegas won its
third straight in beating Philadelphia in Las Vegas. Jon
Merrill and Cody Glass also scored for Vegas, which had
to kill a 6-on-3 advantage in the final 1:29 to hold on for
the win. Paul Stastny added two assists. Sean Couturier
had two goals and an assist, Claude Giroux added a goal
and an assist and Travis Konecny also scored for
Philadelphia. Carter Hart made 28 saves.

FLAMES 4, RANGERS 3
Johnny Gaudreau scored a goal and assisted on Sean

Monahan’s game-winner as host Calgary beat New York
to snap a two-game losing skid. Former Rangers goal-
tender Cam Talbot made 24 saves for the Flames, who also
ended a five-game home losing skid (0-4-1). Henrik
Lundqvist stopped 25 shots for the Rangers, who have lost
two straight and finish a four-game road trip yestrday in
Vancouver.

PANTHERS 6, SENATORS 3
Evgenii Dadonov had two goals and an assist and

Jonathan Huberdeau added a goal and an assist to lead
Florida to victory over host Ottawa. Noel Acciari, Frank
Vatrano and Colton Sceviour also scored goals for Florida,
which won for the sixth time in eight games. Keith Yandle
and Anton Stralman each added two assists and Sergei
Bobrovsky made 28 saves for his 15th win of the season.
Tyler Ennis had a goal and an assist and Chris Tierney and
Connor Brown also scored goals for Ottawa, which lost its
third straight game. Craig Anderson finished with 25 saves.

COYOTES 4, DUCKS 2
Arizona scored three third-period goals, including Brad

Richardson’s tally 6:47 into the period, en route to defeat-
ing Anaheim in Glendale, Ariz. The Coyotes sealed their
second straight win when Carl Soderberg deflected a
skimming shot from Clayton Keller past the reach of Ducks
goaltender John Gibson. Lawson Crouse and Christian
Dvorak also scored for the Coyotes, who got 27 saves
from goaltender Antti Raanta. Anaheim had goals from
Jakob Silfverberg and Max Jones. Gibson finished with 30
saves. — Reuters

BUFFALO:  Connor McDavid #97 of the Edmonton Oilers carries the puck up ice against the Buffalo Sabres at
KeyBank Center in Buffalo, New York. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

SPANISH LEAGUE
Granada CF v Real Mallorca 14:00
beIN Sports
Real Sociedad v Villarreal CF 16:00
beIN Sports 
Deportivo Alaves v Real Betis 18:00
beIN Sports 
Celta de Vigo v Osasuna 23:00
beIN Sports

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Brescia v SS Lazio 14:30
beIN Sports
spal v Hellas Verona FC 17:00
beIN Sports 
Genoa CFC v US Sassuolo Calcio 20:00
beIN Sports
AS Roma v Torino FC 22:45
beIN Sports

Canucks outlast Blackhawks to win sixth straight

LONDON: Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola
believes John Stones has the ability to become one of
the best defenders in the world but said he will not
reach his potential until he stays fit for long periods.

Stones last featured for City in a 2-1 Premier
League defeat by Manchester United last month and
has been restricted to just 12 club appearances this
season.

The 25-year-old is likely to return to City’s starting
lineup for the FA Cup third round match against
League Two side Port Vale on Saturday after recover-
ing from his third thigh injury of the campaign.

“He has the conditions to do it, but to be the best
central defender you have to play one entire season,
every three days being there,” Guardiola told a news
conference. “I don’t know why he has not been able to
play regularly. We try to help him. We have tried to do
the best to help him since the first day of the 3-1/2
years we have been here. We do everything for him.

“It depends on him. It’s in his hands and in his head
to become one of the best.” In the absence of Stones,
City have been forced to play Brazilian midfielder
Fernandinho and 18-year-old Eric Garcia in centre
back positions over the festive period.

Barcelona academy graduate Garcia has impressed
Guardiola with his tactical maturity, having helped
City to victories over Sheffield United and Everton.
“Eric is so clever,” Guardiola added. “Everything you
say to him, he understands, he doesn’t need more time
to understand. “Life is about opportunities. We are
delighted with how he has taken his. He’s helped us in
tough moments.” — Reuters

Stones must 
improve fitness 
record: Guardiola

MILAN: Zlatan Ibrahimovic has vowed to kick-start
struggling AC Milan’s Serie A season as their local
rivals Inter Milan recommence a title battle with
Juventus this weekend after the end of the winter
break. Milan play host to Sampdoria tomorrow, their
first game since the humiliating 5-0 goal defeat to
Atalanta last month which sparked Ibrahimovic’s
return. “I’m ready and I really hope I can play,” said
the 38-year-old Ibrahimovic as he returned to Milan
nine years after his departure for Paris Saint-Germain.

“Things need to be improved on the pitch and
that’s why I’m here. I know what I have to do, Zlatan
is still here.” Seven-time European champions Milan
are 11th in the table, 14 points off the Champions
League places and just seven points clear of the rel-
egation zone.

By contrast Inter are challenging champions
Juventus’ hegemony at the top of Serie A, with both
sides level on 42 points after 17 games. Antonio
Conte’s Inter travel to Napoli, while Juve are at home
against sixth-placed Cagliari, this season’s surprise
package who are well in the hunt for Champions
League football. Inter Milan have not won at Napoli’s
Stadio San Paolo since October 1997 but last season’s
runners-up are eighth this term, with Gennaro Gattuso
replacing Carlo Ancelotti last month. “Inter have been
strong in previous years but they have improved even
more under Conte,” said Napoli defender Mario Rui.

“They will make us suffer, but we are ready.”
Juventus return to action after their Italian Super Cup
defeat to Lazio against a Cagliari side that had been in
impressive form before back-to-back losses.

Meanwhile red-hot Lazio, six points behind in third
with a game in hand, are looking increasingly danger-
ous. Simone Inzaghi’s side, who have not lost since

their 1-0 defeat to Inter in late September, can push
their league winning streak to nine games against rel-
egation-threatened Brescia.

The Roman side have scored two goals or more in
each of their last 11 league games since that Inter
defeat, the first team to achieve that feat since the leg-
endary ‘Grande Torino’ side back in 1948.

One point behind Lazio in fourth are capital city
rivals Roma, who host Torino amid takeover talks with
US billionaire Dan Friedkin. Fiorentina and Genoa
start the calendar year with new coaches.

Giuseppe Iachini’s first game with 15th-placed
Fiorentina will be at Bologna, a team they are unbeat-
en against in 10 games.

Bottom club Genoa have brought in reinforcements

for Davide Nicola’s first game against Sassuolo. Italy
goalkeeper Mattia Perin returns from Juventus along
with Swiss midfielder Valon Behrami and Bologna
striker Mattia Destro.

As veteran Ibrahimovic prepares to start for AC
Milan, fellow Swede Dejan Kulusevski, 19, returns to
Parma on loan after signing a five-year deal with
champions Juventus. The promising teenager has had
a breakthrough season since going on loan from
Atalanta to Parma in June, scoring four goals and set-
ting up another seven in 17 games. He will be up
against his parent club this weekend. “I’ve heard great
things about Kulusevski,” said Ibrahimovic of the
player who has more to Juve in a deal worth nearly 44
million euros ($49 million). —  AFP

Ibrahimovic vows to 
kick-start Milan as 
Conte’s Inter seek 
rare win at Napoli

MILAN: Milan’s Swedish forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic poses with his new jersey during his official presentation as
new AC Milan player at the club’s headquarters Casa Milan in Milan. Ibrahimovic returns to the side on a six-
month deal, promising to help rescue the struggling Serie A outfit’s season. —AFP

LONDON: Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer has hit back at criticism of his management
style from former Red Devils striker Robin Van Persie,
saying: “I’m not in medieval times.”

The Dutchman felt Solskjaer appeared too upbeat
in the aftermath of the 2-0 defeat to Arsenal on New
Year’s Day that left United five points behind fourth-
placed Chelsea in the Premier League. Van Persie said
Solskjaer “seems like a really nice guy” but that the
Norwegian needed to be more “mean at times” and
“more angry” and added: “You need to have fear as
well for your coach.”

Solskjaer, who is also having to handle fresh spec-
ulation surrounding the future of star midfielder Paul
Pogba, said Van Persie was not in a position to judge

his methods. “I don’t know Robin and Robin doesn’t
know me,” he said ahead of his side’s FA Cup third-
round tie away to Wolves.

“He probably doesn’t have a right to criticise my
management style and I won’t change. That’s definite.
Robin took my number 20 (shirt) and that’s probably
all he’s going to take from me as well. Because I’m not
in medieval times.”

The “medieval times” remark was perceived to be
Solskjaer defending his man-management methods,
which appear far removed from the more autocratic
approach of his old United boss Alex Ferguson.
Solskjaer was also asked about criticism of the club in
general from Pogba’s agent Mino Raiola.

The Italian is reported to have told La Repubblica

he would stop sending his clients to United, saying
they would “ruin” even a great player. Coming in the
context of a fresh injury setback for Pogba, who will
be out for three to four weeks after surgery to
remove bone fragments from his ankle, the comments
have been interpreted by some as Raiola seeking to
engineer a move away from Old Trafford for Pogba.

“Paul Pogba is our player and agents are hired by
players, not the opposite way around. It’s not ‘agents’
players’, it’s ‘our players’,” said Solskjaer. “What me
and Paul are talking about I don’t have to talk to you
about. 

That wil l  be between us.” United travel to
Molineux to take on the team that knocked them out
in last season’s quarter-finals. — AFP

Solskjaer dismisses Van Persie’s criticism


