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Shut up, you disgusting, pill-popping deviant
scum!” Those were the words Ricky Gervais
used to open the star-studded Golden Globes in

2016 - the last time he hosted Hollywood’s most free-
wheeling award show. So A-listers in the audience will
be on their guard today, when the provocative British
comic returns to oversee the boozy prize-giving gala
for “the very last time.”

Gervais’ no-holds-barred humor has drawn praise and
criticism in previous years, with everyone from Caitlyn
Jenner to Roman Polanski considered fair targets for his
sharp barbs. “She didn’t do a lot for women drivers, but
you can’t have everything, can you?” he once joked of
Jenner. Jenner was in a car crash that killed a 69-year-old
woman months before the former Olympic champion
came out as a transgender woman.

“Roman Polanski called it the best date movie ever,”
he said of “Spotlight”, which tackled sexual abuse of chil-
dren by Catholic priests. The French-Polish film director
has been a fugitive from US justice since 1978 when he
admitted to statutory rape of a 13 year-old. Billboards
carrying Gervais’ image along with the slogan “Frankly,
Hollywood...” have sprung up across Los Angeles, while
broadcaster NBC’s commercials claim “as usual, we have
no idea what he’s going to do”.

‘Expect the unexpected’ 
Lorenzo Soria, president of the Hollywood Foreign

Press Association, has warned stars in attendance to
once again “expect the unexpected”. That was certainly
the case in 2004 when Gervais was catapulted to global
fame with shock Globe wins for British mockumentary

“The Office”, then airing on the little-seen BBC America
cable channel. “I’m from a little place called England. We
used to run the world before you,” a clearly off-guard
Gervais blurted out as he collected gongs for best come-
dy, and best actor.

But Gervais quickly made himself at home in the
Beverly Hills hotel which hosts the Globes each year, tak-

ing to the podium with his trademark lager in hand for
three consecutive years as host from 2010-12. Jokes
about Scientology, Mel Gibson’s anti-Semitic rant, Bill
Cosby’s sex abuse allegations and Charlie Sheen’s heavy
drinking antics drew A-lister fury - but generated head-
lines and boosted TV ratings.

Gervais, 58, has been given free rein to send up even
the show and its organizers, dubbing the Globes “just like
the Oscars, but without all that esteem”. “The Golden
Globes are to the Oscars what Kim Kardashian is to Kate
Middleton,” he said in 2012. “Bit louder, bit trashier, bit
drunker, and more easily bought.”

Born in Reading, England in 1961, Gervais was a late-

comer to the top echelons of the entertainment industry.
After a failed bid to become a pop singer, Gervais joined
London radio station XFM in the late 1990s, where he
met future “The Office” and “Extras” collaborator
Stephen Merchant. Thanks to “The Office,” released in
2001 and earning a lucrative US remake from 2005,
Gervais is now one of the world’s wealthiest and most
successful comedians. He continues to court accusations
of transphobia, last month wading into a Twitter row
about a woman who lost her job after saying people can-
not change their biological sex. — AFP 

In this photo taken on Dec 9, 2019, the stage is ready ahead of the 77th Annual Golden Globe Awards nominations
announcement in Beverly Hills.

In this file photo taken on Jan 10, 2016, host Ricky
Gervais attends the 73rd Annual Golden Globe Awards in
Beverly Hills, California. — AFP 

Hollywood hits the red carpet today for the Golden
Globes, the first major awards show of the year,
which honors the best in film and television.

Millions of viewers are expected to tune in, but what
should you be watching for? Here is our quick guide to
the event, which will take place in Beverly Hills, California:

Another record for Scorsese? 
There are few cinematic worlds left for Hollywood

veteran Martin Scorsese to conquer, but the Globes
could offer a new record. If he takes home a fourth best
director prize for his gangster epic “The Irishman”,
Scorsese will tie the record for most wins. Legendary
late director Elia Kazan currently sits alone at four, most
recently for “America America” in 1964. Scorsese has
previously won for “Gangs of New York” (in 2003), “The
Departed” (2007) and “Hugo” (2012) - and missed out on
a further five nominations in the category.

After #TimesUp, women still overlooked 
Natalie Portman drew praise - and the organizers’ ire

- for introducing the best director category in 2018 with
the words: “Here are the all-male nominees”. Barbra
Streisand remains the only woman to win the award, for
“Yentl” in 1984. She, too, spoke out at the 2018 ceremo-
ny, telling the audience: “Folks, time’s up,” name-checking
the anti-harassment initiative. But once again this year,
the Hollywood Foreign Press Association has selected
only male contenders for the prize, ignoring the likes of
“Little Women” helmer Greta Gerwig. Will anyone
address the elephant in the room?

Awkwafina eyes Globes history 
There are no sure things at the unpredictable Globes,

but Awkwafina is as likely as anyone to take home a
gong. She is the hot favorite to win the prize for best
actress in a comedy for “The Farewell”. Dubbed as a “tale
based on an actual lie,” it portrays a global family reunit-
ing in China to say goodbye to their beloved matriarch,

who does not know she is dying. If victorious, the rap-
per-turned-actress would become the first winner of
Asian descent in the category’s history. 

Streaming wars invade Globes? 
The Globes’ television categories are frequently over-

looked, coming just months after the small screen’s
biggest night, the Emmys. This year promises to be dif-
ferent, as Apple entered the “streaming wars” with its
new platform in November. Flagship launch program
“The Morning Show”, about a newsroom hit by a
#MeToo scandal, was not eligible at the Emmys, but gar-
nered Globes nods for stars Jennifer Aniston and Reese
Witherspoon, as well as for best drama.

But Netflix has since wheeled out its perennial big-
hitter “The Crown”, with the royal drama’s third season
boasting a new, heavyweight cast including Olivia
Colman and Helena Bonham-Carter. And while “Game of
Thrones” again dominated the Emmys for its final run, it
has been left out in the Globes cold, with only one nomi-
nation for Kit Harington as lead actor.

Ricky Gervais returns 
Controversial British comedian Ricky Gervais returns

as host - which means that once again, no A-lister will be
safe from his irreverent jokes. What’s more, Gervais has
promised his record fifth stint will be his “very last”,
meaning there will be truly no reason to hold back. Since

his last appearance in 2016, Hollywood has gone through
radical upheaval with the #MeToo movement and the fall
of Harvey Weinstein, meaning Gervais will not be short of
potential targets. Who will be caught in his firing line this
time around? — AFP 

Top Hollywood woman director Greta Gerwig
said she was “disappointed” that she had been
snubbed by the Golden Globes, with the pro-

ducer of her hit film “Little Women” blaming the
“unconscious bias” of male movie critics. With the
awards from the Hollywood Foreign Press Association
about to kick off the Oscar season on Sunday, Gerwig
told AFP she had been saddened to have been
“bumped out” of the best director race.

However, her adaptation of the much-loved novel
by Louisa May Alcott won nods for best actress for its
lead Saoirse Ronan and best music for French com-
poser Alexandre Desplat. “Of course, I’m disappoint-
ed. I love the film that we made and of course it’s love-
ly to be honored,” said Gerwig, one of only five
women ever to be nominated for a best director Oscar
for her last film, “Lady Bird”. But the fact “Little
Women” was completely ignored by the Screen
Actors Guild awards has caused consternation among
some in Hollywood.

‘Active hostility’ 
With the voters who chose the best films of the

year overwhelming men, New York Times critic Janet
Maslin tweeted her shock at the “active hostility about
‘Little Women’ from men I know, love and respect”.
Producer Amy Pascal echoed her uneasiness in an
interview with Vanity Fair. She said women outnum-
bered men two to one at the screenings laid on for
Academy members in the run up to the Oscar nomina-
tions. “It’s a completely unconscious bias. I don’t think
it’s anything like a malicious rejection,” she said.
However, “I don’t think that [men] came to the screen-
ings in droves, let me put it that way,” Pascal added.

Gerwig, 36, said that “there are so many beautiful
films made by women this year, and so many worthy
films... I want to give them a bunch of statues”. She
said there had been progress for women directors, but
“it’s still dreadful”. “I think in the past couple of years
it’s got better. I think people have been more willing to
take this risk of taking a chance on different voices,
and different authors, writers and directors.”

Hollywood’s golden couple 
The fallout from the Harvey Weinstein scandal had

been positive, but the system was still skewed in
favour of men, she said. “I think obviously movies are
expensive, they take a lot of time, a lot of money, a lot
of people saying yes - and most of those people are
men,” she told AFP. But she said there had been
progress towards “the kind of world that I think
Louisa May Alcott would have wanted, this more
egalitarian world”. “Feminism is not about exclusion,
but about lifting everyone and finding a better form of
masculinity, as well as more freedom and opportunity
for women,” the writer-director added. This week the
Annenberg Inclusion Initiative said 10.6 percent of the
top 100 Hollywood movies of 2019 were directed by
women, a 13-year high and more than twice the previ-
ous year’s figure. Gerwig, who first made her name as
an actor and screenwriter, is one half of Hollywood’s
hottest couple at the moment. —AFP 

US actress and filmmaker Greta Gerwig arrives for
the 31st Annual Palm Springs International Film
Festival (PSIFF) Awards Gala at the Convention Center
in Palm Springs, California on Jan 2, 2020. — AFP 
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The #MeToo movement sparked by sexual assault
charges against movie mogul Harvey Weinstein
brought down many Hollywood celebrities, but

insiders believe the entertainment industry has a long way
to go to change its culture and handling of harassment.
While the conversation surrounding predators in positions
of power in Tinseltown has moved into the open, the
underlying behavior often continues - as do attempts to
cover up incidents by people surrounding the accused.

Only two years ago, before #MeToo erupted, it was
“kind of unthinkable ... to even ask Gwyneth Paltrow or
Rosanna Arquette, ‘Did you get assaulted by Harvey
Weinstein?’” said the Hollywood Reporter’s Kim Masters.
But even now, “I hear stories all the time that we can’t
even get to the point of publishing,” said Masters, who has
written extensively on the scandals.

Recent films such as “Bombshell” and the Apple TV+
series “The Morning Show” have earned praise for por-
traying predatory sexual harassment in the media world.
Yet some studios and agencies still threaten lawsuits to try
to prevent true stories emerging, and only take action
against the accused individuals once they get publicly
caught, said Masters. “When you finally fight your way
through it, they suddenly say that ‘We take it very seri-
ously’,” she said.

It is a far cry from the hopes raised when an Oct 2017
investigation by two New York Times reporters revealing

Weinstein’s predatory behavior sparked the #MeToo and
#TimesUp movements. Weinstein has since been accused
by dozens more women, both famous and anonymous. He
denies any form of harassment. The once-powerful pro-
ducer of “Pulp Fiction” and “Shakespeare in Love” faces a
criminal trial in New York from tomorrow, which is sepa-
rate from charges levelled by dozens of other women that
he settled for $25 million last month. 

“There’s no question that some of the secrecy around
sexual harassment and sexual assault has been shattered,”
said Megan Twohey, one of the two New York Times jour-
nalists who broke the story. For a long time, reporters had
people “slam the door in our face” and the fact that “tips
and victims are now coming to us is massively significant,”
she told Vanity Fair. “At the same time, there hasn’t been
the type of systemic reform” that everyone was expecting,
said Twohey, pointing to the enduring use of financial set-
tlements and confidentiality clauses that “helped conceal
the conduct of Harvey Weinstein for years.”

‘Step up’ 
While many actors and actresses in Hollywood are

reluctant to speak publicly on the issue, others have
voiced fears or anger that the harassment is not being
tackled. Actress and model Emily Ratajkowski appeared
on a recent Hollywood red carpet with the words “F**k
Harvey” written on her arm in black marker. 

Weinstein “won’t have to admit wrongdoing or pay his
own money” under last month’s settlement with some of
his victims, she wrote in an angry Twitter message.
“Ratatouille” star Patton Oswalt told AFP the industry was
“seeing a lot of visible progress”. “But what I’m worried
about is the stuff underneath that we don’t see,” he added.
“You read these reports, and you’re like ‘Oh my god!’ ...
Sadly you know it is (still going on), you know it is.” Jodi
Kantor, the other Times reporter who broke the Weinstein
scandal, told Vanity Fair that “everything’s changed and
nothing’s changed”. — AFP 
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