
Indonesia flood
toll rises to 53
JAKARTA: Indonesian rescue teams flew helicopters stuffed
with food to remote flood-hit communities yesterday as the
death toll from the disaster jumped to 53 and fears grew about
the possibility of more torrential rain. Tens of thousands in
Jakarta were still unable to return to their waterlogged homes
after some of the deadliest flooding in years hit the enormous
capital region, home to about 30 million.

In neighboring Lebak, where half a dozen people died,
police and military personnel dropped boxes of instant noodles
and other supplies into remote communities inaccessible by
road after bridges were destroyed.

“It’s tough to get supplies in there... and there are about a
dozen places hit by landslides,” Banten police chief Tomsi Tohir
told AFP. “That is why we’re using helicopters although there
aren’t any landing spots.” Local health center chief Suripto,
who goes by one name, said injured residents were flowing into
his clinic. “Some of them were wounded after they were swept
away by floods and hit with wood and rocks,” he said.

Around Jakarta, more than 170,000 people took refuge in
shelters across the massive urban conglomeration after whole
neighborhoods were submerged. Torrential rains that started
on New Year’s Eve unleashed flash floods and landslides in the
region and Lebak at the south end of Java island. Yesterday,
Indonesia’s disaster agency said the death toll had climbed to
53 with one person still missing. “We’ve discovered more dead
bodies,” said National Disaster Mitigation Agency spokesman
Agus Wibowo.

‘Trauma healing’ 
Jakarta shelters filled up with refugees, including infants,

resting on thin mats as food and drinking water ran low. Some
had been reduced to using floodwater for cleaning.

“We’re cleaning ourselves in a nearby church but the timing
has been limited since it uses an electric generator for power,”
said Trima Kanti, 39, from one refuge in Jakarta’s western edges.
In hard-hit Bekasi, on the eastern outskirts of Jakarta, swampy
streets were littered with debris and crushed cars lying on top
of each other-with waterline marks reaching as high as the sec-

ond floors of buildings. On Friday, the government said would
start cloud seeding to the west of the capital-inducing rain
using chemicals sprayed from planes-to prevent approaching
rainfall from pounding the region. Waters had receded in many
areas and power was being restored in hundreds of districts.
The health ministry has said it had deployed some 11,000 health
workers and soldiers to distribute medicine, disinfectant
hygiene kits and food in a bid to stave off outbreaks of Hepatitis
A, mosquito-borne Dengue fever and other illnesses, including
infections linked to contact with dead animals.

Visiting hard-hit Lebak, Coordinating Human Development
and Culture Minister Muhadjir Effendy said the government
would help rebuild destroyed schools and construct temporary
bridges, while offering assistance to victims. “We’re also asking

for NGOs (non-governmental organizations) to help with trau-
ma healing,” Muhadjir told reporters yesterday.

Electrocution, drowning 
Around Jakarta, a family-including a four- and nine-year-

old-died of suspected gas poisoning from a portable power
generator, while an eight-year-old boy was killed in a landslide.
Others died from drowning or hypothermia, while one 16-year-
old boy was electrocuted by a power line.

Jakarta is regularly hit by floods during the rainy season,
which started in late November. But this week marked Jakarta’s
deadliest flooding since 2013 when dozens were killed after the
city was inundated by monsoon rains. Urban planning experts
said the disaster was partly due to record rainfall. —AFP
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Villagers commute through the mud in a landslide area at Sukaraksa village in Bogor, after torrential rains began to hit the
area. Indonesian rescue teams flew helicopters stuffed with food to remote flood-hit communities yesterday as the death toll
from the disaster jumped to 53 and fears grew about the possibility of more torrential rain. —AFP

Tens of thousands 
march in southern 
India to protest 
citizenship law
HYDERABAD/NEW DELHI: Over one hundred thousand
protesters, many carrying the Indian tricolor flag, took part
in a peaceful march in the southern city of Hyderabad yes-
terday, chanting slogans against Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s new citizenship law.

The protest, dubbed the ‘Million March’, was organized
by an umbrella group of Muslim and civil society organiza-
tions. More than 40 percent of Hyderabad’s estimated pop-
ulation of nearly 7 million are Muslims. Demonstrators were
still pouring into the protest site late yesterday afternoon,
according to a Reuters witness, despite police saying no
march would be allowed and that permission had only been
granted for a 1,000-person gathering. The Indian govern-
ment has faced weeks of acrimonious and, at times, violent
protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA),
which was passed by Modi’s government in December. The
Hyderabad protesters held placards with slogans including
“Withdraw CAA immediately,” and “India’s only religion in
Secularism.” The Reuters witness said the protest remained
peaceful, and estimated that more than one hundred thou-
sand people were in attendance.

The new law eases the path for non-Muslim minorities
from the neighboring Muslim-majority nations of
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan to gain Indian citi-
zenship. But, if combined with a proposed national register
of citizens, critics of the CAA fear it will discriminate
against minority Muslims in India and chip away at India’s
secular constitution. Modi’s government maintains the new
law is necessary to help minorities facing persecution in
Muslim-majority nations, and it has called the pan-India
protests politically motivated. —Reuters

BENGHAZI: The Libyan House of Representatives (HOR) holds an emergency session in the eastern Libyan city of Benghazi yesterday to discuss Turkey’s prospective military intervention in support of the UN-recognized Tripoli-based
government . —AFP

BENGHAZI: Libyan deputies voted yester-
day for a break in diplomatic relations with
Turkey over its controversial agreements
with the UN-recognized government that is
contested inside the North African country.

At an emergency meeting in the eastern
city of Benghazi, parliament also urged the
international community to withdraw recog-
nition of the Government of National
Accord (GNA) which MPs accused of “high
treason” because of the maritime and mili-
tary deals it signed with Ankara in
November clearing the way for a Turkish
military intervention on its side.

Parliament speaker Abdallah Bleheq said
MPs voted “unanimously” to scrap the
accords, which they likened to “a return of
colonialism”, and to sever ties with Ankara.
The parliament, which was elected in 2014
and took refuge in eastern Libya, has been
weakened by divisions within its ranks and
the departure of around 40 members to
Tripoli, the GNA-controlled capital.

Yesterday’s meeting fell short of the
required quorum, according to pro-GNA
media, but there was no independent verifi-
cation of the number of MPs who took part.

The parliament is allied with military strong-
man Khalifa Haftar, who is at war with the
GNA that is headed by Fayez Al-Sarraj.

Turkish lawmakers last Thursday approved
military deployment in support of the GNA,
which has been hit by a Haftar offensive
against Tripoli since early April. According to
interior minister Fathi Bachagha, the agree-
ments with Turkey were concluded “legally
and openly”, unlike deals between Haftar’s
forces and his foreign supporters.

Saudi Arabia, Egypt and the United Arab
Emirates, which have tense or limited ties
with Turkey, support Haftar. The UN’s Libya
envoy, Ghassan Salame, has said Russian
mercenaries are operating on the ground on
the side of Haftar and has accused several
countries of violating a UN arms embargo
on Libya. Libya was plunged into chaos with
the toppling and killing of longtime dictator
Muammar Gaddafi in a 2011 NATO-backed
uprising. It has since become divided
between the GNA and rival authorities
based in the country’s east. 

Flights suspended
Flights were suspended at the only func-

tioning airport in Libya’s capital Tripoli on
Friday because of rocket fire and shelling, as
people in eastern Libya protested Turkish
military support for their rivals.

The GNA has sought Turkey’s support as
it fends off an offensive by General Khalifa
Haftar’s forces, which control the east and
swept through southern Libya in early 2019.
Haftar’s forces said they had carried out air
strikes in several places on Friday, including
south of the city of Sirte and in Tripoli. Sirte
lies in the center of Libya’s coastline, on the
dividing line between the warring factions.
An increase in air strikes and shelling in and
around Tripoli has caused the deaths of at
least 11 civilians since early December and
shut down health facilities and schools, the
UN mission in Libya said. Haftar’s Tripoli
offensive quickly stalled in the outskirts of
the city, but led to increased international
involvement in the conflict. Turkey has
backed the GNA while Haftar has received
support from the United Arab Emirates,
Egypt and Jordan. Russian military contrac-
tors have also been deployed with Haftar’s
Libyan National Army for several months,
diplomats and analysts said.

There were protests in several cities and
towns in eastern Libya against the Turkish
parliament’s decision. In Benghazi, where
about 3,000 people took to the streets, pro-
testers said they had turned out to oppose a
Turkish “invasion” of Libya, which was part
of the Ottoman Empire before coming under
Italian occupation. Haftar later gave a tele-
vised speech in which he announced a “call
to arms and mass mobilization ... to defend
our land and our honor”.

Three subsidiaries of Libya’s National Oil
Corporation (NOC) which operate in areas
under Haftar’s control - Ras Lanuf Oil and
Gas Company, Sirte Oil Co and Arabian Gulf
Oil Company (AGOCO) - said they would
boycott Turkish companies.

An engineer from Ras Lanuf said one
Turkish company had been doing contract-
ing work at Ras Lanuf port since 2017. It
was unclear what immediate impact the
companies’ statements would have. Mitiga
airport has been repeatedly closed and
reopened in recent years because of risks
from shelling and air strikes, reopening most
recently on Dec. 12 after a closure of nearly
3-1/2 months. It closed early on Friday

because of rocket fire nearby, reopened
briefly and then shut again because of
shelling, airport and airline officials said. 

AU slams interference
African Union chief Moussa Faki

Mahamat has expressed his grave concern
over potential “interference” in Libya, after
Turkey approved the deployment of troops
to the conflict-torn North African nation.
Turkish lawmakers on Thursday passed a
bill approving a military deployment in
Libya to shore up the UN-backed govern-
ment in Tripoli, which has been under sus-
tained attack since April from a rival admin-
istration in the east of the country. Faki said
in a statement late Friday he was “deeply
concerned at the deterioration of the situa-
tion in Libya and the continuing suffering of
the Libyan people.” “The various threats of
political and military interference in the
internal affairs of the country increase the
risk of a confrontation, whose motives have
nothing to do with the fundamental interests
of the Libyan people and their aspirations
for freedom, peace, democracy and devel-
opment,” read the statement. —Agencies

Flights suspended in Libya’s capital as violence intensifies


