
L o c a l Sunday, January 5, 2020

3

Recent regional events require
solidarity: Kuwaiti Speaker

Kuwait attentively following up on rapid regional developments: Spokesman
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem on Friday stressed the impor-
tance of solidarity in light of recent regional devel-
opments, adding that Kuwaitis have gone through
more difficult circumstances. Regarding the recent
political developments, Ghanem tweeted that the
matter foreshadows seriousness, which requires
rationale, social solidarity and support for the politi-
cal leadership. 

Meanwhile, a government official said that the
State of Kuwait is attentively following up on recent
rapid regional developments and
their repercussions. In a press
release, head of the Center for
Government Communication
(CGC) and off ic ia l  Cabinet
spokesman Tareq Al-Mezrem
called on all individuals to avoid
discourse that might affect
national unity and lead to divi-
sion and trouble. He added that
the government had the legal
right to pursue those threatening security and stabil-
ity in the country, especially during the current tur-
bulent situation.

Mezrem affirmed that the Kuwaiti government was
keen on bolstering freedom of speech and expression
within the mainframe of the constitution and law. He
called on citizens to promote dialogue in favor of
national unity and exercise their rights in a manner
that would not defame any sector of society, avoid-
ing all efforts to spread rumors and false information
and seek news from official sources. His statement
came on the backdrop of the kill ing of Qassem
Soleimani, commander of Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps’ Quds Force, and the second man in

command of the Iraqi Al-Hashd Al-Shaabi irregular
force Abu Mahdi Al-Muhandes were killed in an US
mil itary operation near Baghdad International
Airport earlier on Friday. Iran’s Foreign Ministry on
Friday summoned the Swiss charge d’affaires, tasked
with looking after American interests in the nation,
against the backdrop of killing Soleimani in Iraq.

3,500 troops
This came as the US announced deploying up to

3,500 more troops to Kuwait, to boost some 14,000
reinforcements already
deployed to the region. The
reinforcements would come
from the 82nd Airborne
Divis ion’s  Global  Response
Force, which already supplied
several hundred extra troops to
the region earlier last week as
tensions grew over an attack on
the US embassy in Baghdad, a
Pentagon official said Friday.

A Defense Department spokesperson said that the
82nd Airborne’s Immediate Response Force brigade
had already been notified earlier in that they could
be sent to the region. “The brigade will deploy to
Kuwait as an appropriate and precautionary action
in response to increased threat levels against US
personnel and facilities, and will assist in reconstitut-
ing the reserve,” the official said.

In the meantime, a Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry
source said that Kuwait has followed with extreme
concern the recent unfortunate events in Iraq and the
continued escalation in the region, the dangerous
repercussions on security and stability of which it
had previously warned of. In a statement on Friday,

the source urged the utmost restraint and under-
standing in regards to these developments in order
to reach a political resolution that avoids further
escalation and risks in the region. The international

community was also called on to hastily bear its
responsibilities in maintaining the security and sta-
bility of this vital region of the world, steering it
clear from escalating actions. — Agencies

US deploys
troops to

Kuwait

KUWAIT: This handout image released courtesy of the US Department of Defense (DOD) shows US Marines
assigned to Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force-Crisis Response-Central Command (SPMAFTF-
CR-CC) 19.2, preparing to deploy from Kuwait to support the personnel at the Embassy in Baghdad on
December 31, 2019. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait oil price went up by
$2.16 to $69.42 per barrel (pb) in
Friday’s trade against $67.26 pb the
day before, Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) said yesterday. In
international markets, oil prices
jumped to the highest level in over
three months on Friday after the US
killed commander of Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps’ Quds
Force Qassem Soleimani, which raised
concerns that this may disrupt crude
supplies. Brent mixed trading session
on Friday rose $2.35 to $68.60 pb, the

highest level since the attack on Saudi
oil facilities last mid-September. West
Texas crude contracts rose $1.87 set-
tling at $63.05 pb, the highest since
last April 2019 at $64.09. The US
Department of Defense stressed the
US army carried out a decisive defen-
sive act, killing Soleimani and deputy
chief of Iraqi Al-Hashd Al-Shaabi
irregular force Abu Mahdi Al-
Muhandes. Iranian state television
quoted Supreme Leader of Iran Ali
Khamenei as vowing to retaliate for
Soleimani’s death. — KUNA

Kuwait oil price up to $69.42 pb

KUWAIT: Vehicles drive through thick fog which affected Kuwait yesterday. 
— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


