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KUWAIT: Firemen help free people trapped in an elevator in Mubarakiya.

A fire engine near a truck that was involved in an accident on Fifth
Ring Road.

Firemen help free people trapped in the vehicle involved in the
accident. A fireman battles the blaze in Hawally

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The parliament’s human resource
committee urged the government to make
recommendations to cancel exemptions the
Civil Service Commission (CSC) makes to
recruit non-Kuwaitis with C and D gradua-
tion grades in the public sector, and use the
same conditions on hiring non-Kuwaitis in
jobs excluded from the replacement policy.
The committee also called for following sis-
ter countries’ steps in  implementing the
replacement policy in order to absorb
national manpower and make the best use
of their potentials, while at the same time
focus on enlarging the role the private sec-
tor plays in fighting unemployment through
attracting more citizens instead of it being
repellent for them. 

Further, the committee demanded that
the private sector should encourage more
citizens to join it and provide the profes-
sional security they need. It also noted that
it would urge the government to adopt a
new evaluation system based on yearlong
achievements in order to qualify an employ-
ee for bonuses instead of granting such
bonuses according to social relationships.
“This, of course, involves very hard work to
change a system that has been in use for
over 50 years,” the committee remarked,
calling on the CSC, the manpower authority,
the investment authority and the planning

secretariat general to set a new compre-
hensive plan to nationalize non-technical
jobs in the next five years. In addition, the
committee urged the ministry of higher
education to set plans according to the
local market’s demands and prepare statis-
tics about Kuwaitis expected to graduate in
the coming few years. 

PhD holders
Meanwhile, recent statistics issued by

the CSC’s information technology center
showed that the total number of PhD hold-
ers in state departments had dropped by
238 employees in 2019, while those holding
master’s degrees dropped by 420 in the
same period. Statistics also showed a one
percent (11,679) increase in the total num-
ber of citizens working for government
bodies, while non-Kuwaitis dropped by 2
percent (1,812 employees). 

In addition, statistics showed that the
total number of government employees by
the end of 2019 was 365,957, including
149,917 (40.97 percent) male employees
and 216,040 (59.03 percent) females. The
total number of citizens working for gov-
ernment bodies is 284,681 employees, while
GCC nationals number 4,725 and non-
Kuwaitis (including Arabs and foreigners)
number 76,551 employees. 

Statistics also showed that the education
ministry has the largest number of civil

employees with a total of 121,116 employees,
followed by the health ministry with 63,527
employees, awqaf ministry with 23,330
employees and electricity and water min-
istry with 23,181 employees. 

As far as job type is concerned, statistics
showed that teaching and training came
first with 89,158 employees, followed by
administrative support with 58,366 employ-
ees, health and medical services with 51,574
employees, engineering jobs with 47,306
employees, finance and economics with
23,999 and marine jobs last with 559
employees. Academically, statistics showed
that the total number of PhD holders is
5,447, master’s degree holders is 11,460,
graduates number 159,603, diploma holders
are 52,354, high school graduates are
64,411, and employees with primary educa-
tion are 2,814 including 2,621 citizens. 

Job vacancies
In the meantime, the education ministry

has prepared a comprehensive plan to fill all
job vacancies including those of education
area directors for the Capital, Farwaniya
and Ahmadi areas within the maximum of
two months, said official sources. The
sources added that filling the vacancies will
be done with justice and equality according
to preset conditions that ultimately aim at
appointing the most qualified candidates
capable of filling the vacancies. 

Further, the sources said Education
Minister Saud Al-Harbi met assistant
undersecretaries and area directors to urge
them to set direct and clear questions for
the interviews. The sources said the min-
istry has a special plan to restructure the

entire ministry with help of experts from
within and outside the ministry and that the
educational facilities’ sector plans to dis-
mantle the project directorate into smaller
departments subject to each area’s engi-
neering affairs office. 

MPs want end of expat hiring
exemptions in public sector

Number of PhD holders in state departments dropped

The Civil Service Comission.
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KUWAIT: Fire teams dealt with several accidents
reported over the weekend, including a report about an
elevator inside a Mubarakiya restaurant that malfunc-
tioned and trapped a number of people inside. Firemen
lowered the elevator then freed those trapped. No
injuries were reported. Meanwhile, Sulaibikhat and
technical rescue teams responded to the scene of a
traffic accident involving a vehicle and a truck on Fifth
Ring Road. Trapped individuals in the vehicle were
freed and handed to emergency medical technicians.

In the meantime, Hawally and Salmiya firemen bat-
tled a blaze reported in the basement of a Hawally
building consisting of six floors. The building’s residents
were evacuated before the fire was extinguished. No
injuries were reported, and an investigation was
opened to reveal the cause of the fire. Separately,
Industrial Shuwaikh, Shuhada, Ardhiya, back up and
Madina fire stations responded to a call about a blaze
that started in a 700-square-meter building in
Shuwaikh consisting of three floors, and divided into
several shops including a carpentry shop. The fire was
put out and kept from spreading further. No injuries
were reported, and a case was filed for investigations.

Firemen handle several cases during weekend

Firemen battle the Shuwaikh blaze.Firemen at the scene of the accident. Flames seen from outside the Shuwaikh building.

Carboard boxes left at the scene in Hawally.Firemen battle the Shuwaikh blaze.
Evacuated residents look on as a fireman is seen at a Hawally
building where a fire was reported.


