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Fury, tears as crowds mourn  
slain Iran general Soleimani

US asks Iran for proportionate response • US deploys up to 3,500 troops to Kuwait

BAGHDAD: Tens of thousands of Iraqis, many chanting 
“Death to America” yesterday mourned a top Iranian 
commander and others killed in a US drone attack that 
sparked fears of a regional proxy war between 
Washington and Tehran. The killing of Iran’s Major 
General Qasem Soleimani on Friday was the most dra-
matic escalation yet in spiraling tensions between Iran 
and the United States, which pledged to send thou-
sands more troops to the region. 

Iraqi political leaders and clerics attended the mass 
ceremony to honor 62-year-old Soleimani and the oth-
er nine victim of the predawn attack on Baghdad inter-
national airport. US President Donald Trump said he 
had decided to “terminate” Iran’s military mastermind 
to prevent an “imminent” attack on US diplomats and 
troops. “We took action last night to stop a war,” he 
insisted. “We did not take action to start a war.” 

But a furious Iran has vowed revenge for the killing 
of Soleimani, the chief architect of its military opera-
tions across the Middle East. “The response for a mili-
tary action is a military action,” Iranian ambassador to 
the United Nations Majid Takht Ravanchi told CNN, 
calling the strike an “act of war”. “By whom, by when, 
where? That is for the future to witness.” 

In the hours after the strike, the US reached out to 
Iran, with which it has had no direct diplomatic ties for 
decades. Switzerland, whose embassy in Tehran repre-
sents US interests, confirmed yesterday its charge d’af-
faires had on Friday been “informed of Iran’s position 
and in turn delivered the message of the United States”. 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said Washington had 
used “diplomatic measures” to urge Tehran to respond 
“in proportion” to the strike - a message Iran’s foreign 
minister Mohammad Javad Zarif slammed as “foolish”. 
They “even said that if you want to get revenge, get 
revenge in proportion to what we did”, the Guard’s 
Rear-Admiral Ali Fadavi said on Iranian state television. 
But Fadavi said the United States was not in a position 
“to determine” Iran’s response. “The Americans must 
await severe revenge. This revenge will not be limited 
to Iran,” he said. “The ‘Resistance Front’, with a vast 
geography, is ready to materialize this revenge,” he 
added, referring to Iran’s allies across the Middle East. 

The Swiss official “was summoned in the evening 
and received a decisive response in writing... to the 
Americans’ audacious letter,” Zarif said. Zarif also 
spoke with his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi, who 
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BAGHDAD: Mourners surround a car carrying the coffin of Iranian military commander Qasem Soleimani (image on 
placard) during a funeral procession for him and nine others in Baghdad’s district of Al-Jadriya near the high-secu-
rity Green Zone yesterday. — AFP (See Page 10)

DUBAI: America’s allies in the Gulf could be on the 
front line of Iranian reprisals after the assassination 
of military commander Qasem Soleimani inflamed 
fears of a disastrous escalation, analysts say. 
Soleimani, the head of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps’ foreign operations arm, was killed 
Friday along with an Iraqi pro-Iran leader and their 
entourage by a US air strike near Baghdad interna-
tional airport. 

The strike, ordered by President Donald Trump, 

came three days after an attack on the US embassy 
in the Iraqi capital by a pro-Iran mob. The Islamic 
Republic immediately warned of “severe revenge” 
and threats of reprisals were relayed by its regional 
allies including Lebanon’s Hezbollah Shiite militant 
group and Yemen’s Houthi rebels. 

“This is this moment where Iran’s proxy partners 
around the region are going to be called on to step 
up and support Iran. This is this moment that analysts 
have been worried about and warning about,” said 
Sanam Vakil from the London-based Chatham House. 
“These relationships that are quite separate are now 
going to be linked together in a transnational way.” 

The prospect of a coordinated response among 
Iran’s militant allies “is probably the worst case sce-
nario that we should be thinking about,” she said. 
Iraq, where the Islamic republic is most influential 
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By Ben Garcia   
  

KUWAIT: The Philippine Embassy in Kuwait yesterday 
clarified the imposition of a ban on Filipino domestic 
helpers to Kuwait from Jan 3, 2020. The ban was issued 
amid reported cases of maltreatment and deaths involv-
ing overseas Filipino workers in Kuwait, specifically the 
death of Jeanelyn Padernal Villavende last month. 

An advisory posted on social media signed by 
Philippine Labor Attache to Kuwait Nasser Mustafa read 
as follows: “The ban applies only to visa 20 (domestic 
helpers) for both new hires and ‘balik mangagawa’ 
(returning OFWs). This includes the verification, accredi-
tation and processing of individual contracts and addi-
tional job orders for visa 20. All overseas employment 
certificates issued to domestic workers by the Philippine 

Overseas Employment Administration (POEA) on or 
before 5 pm of Jan 3, 2020 shall be valid for deployment.”   

Many Filipinos in Kuwait support the ban, but a few 
expressed dismay over this decision by Manila.  “I am 
not very excited about this ban. I know they’ll ban today 
but tomorrow they’ll open employment for domestic 
helpers again, because this new ban is a product of 
anger. Any ban should study the pros and cons for both 
sides for the sake of the workers and the two govern-
ments,” said a 43-year-old Filipino skilled worker. “Let 
the ban be imposed forever, and not only an overnight 
ban. Why compromise? Look at the Indonesians - they 
were able to do this. If they say it, they mean it. I hope 
this will not be the same as the 2018 ban,” he added.  

“I hope to see the ban a bit longer this time, so they 
see the value of Filipino household service workers. 
They need us so they can go to work and play. But it 
seems our value to them is so little, that they consider us 
as slaves instead of helpers,” said a Pinoy domestic 
worker in Qurtuba. “I only get one day off a month. The 
memorandum of agreement between Kuwait and the 
Philippines says one off every week, but many of us are 
not even getting a day off,” she said.  
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BATEMANS BAY, Australia: Skies turned black and 
ash rained down as fires raged across southeastern 
Australia yesterday, threatening power supplies to 
major cities and prompting the call-up of 3,000 mili-
tary reservists. Temperature records were smashed, 
and gale-force winds pounded fire-stricken coastal 
communities in the two most populous states New 
South Wales and Victoria. New South Wales Premier 
Gladys Berejiklian warned that worst-case scenario 
projections were “coming to fruition”, although large-
scale evacuations meant the human toll was minimised. 

Since late September, 23 people have died, more 
than 1,500 homes have been damaged and an area 
roughly twice the size of Belgium or Hawaii has burned. 

The latest fatalities were in Kangaroo Island - a tourist 
haven southwest of Adelaide - when two people were 
trapped in a car overrun by flames on Friday. But strong 
winds and high temperatures continued to fuel hun-
dreds of fires and cause chaos. 

Bushfires took out two substations and transmission 
lines, prompting authorities in New South Wales that an 
area home to almost eight million people and the 
nation’s largest city Sydney could experience rolling 
blackouts. “We are in for a long night and we have still 
to hit the worst of it,” Berejiklian warned as another 
total fire ban was declared for today. 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced the 
largest military call-up in living memory, mobilizing 
3,000 reservists to assist thousands of volunteer fire-
fighters who have been battling the blazes. “Today’s 
decision puts more boots on the ground, puts more 
planes in the sky, puts more ships at sea,” said 
Morrison, who made the announcement after being pil-
loried for his response to the deadly disaster. A state of 
emergency had been declared across much of the  
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