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Wolves down Nets in overtime

MINNEAPOLIS: Shabazz Napier scored eight of his
season-high 24 points in overtime as the Minnesota
Timberwolves snapped a nine-game home losing
streak with a 122-115 victory over the Brooklyn Nets
on Monday night in Minneapolis. Rookie Jarrett
Culver added a career-high 21 points for the Wolves,
who made 7 of 10 shots in overtime and shot 40.4
percent overall. Keita Bates-Diop added 15 points,
and Robert Covington contributed 14. Minnesota’s
Gorgui Dieng collected 11 points and 20 rebounds
while starting in place of Karl-Anthony Towns
(sprained left knee) for the seventh straight game.
Spencer Dinwiddie led all scorers with 36 points on
12-of-31 shooting for the Nets, who blew a five-point
lead in the final two-plus minutes of regulation and
lost their third straight game.

WASHINGTON WIZARDS 123 - MIAMI HEAT 105
Jordan McRae scored 29 points and Garrison

Mathews added 28 points to help host Washington
cool off Miami, which entered the day with the
league’s longest active winning streak at five games.
Ian Mahinmi added a career-high 25 points —

including 2 of 3 on 3-pointers — for the Wizards.
Jimmy Butler led the Heat with 27 points, and Bam
Adebayo added 14 points and a game-high 14
rebounds. The Wizards, who entered the game hav-
ing lost nine of 11 games, took control in the second
quarter when Mathews had 20 points. Washington
overcame the absences of seven injured players,
most notably two-time All-Star shooting guard
Bradley Beal (sore right knee), who leads the team in
scoring (27.8 points) and assists (6.7). Beal had
played 194 consecutive games before missing the
past two contests.

ATLANTA HAWKS 101 - ORLANDO MAGIC 93
Brandon Goodwin scored a career-high 21 points

and helped Atlanta come back from an 18-point
deficit to end its 10-game losing streak with a road
win over Orlando. Goodwin, playing only his fifth
game of the season on a two-way contract, shot 7-
for-11 from the field, 3-for-4 of 3-point attempts,
and had six assists. His previous best was five
points. Atlanta’s Alex Len added 18 points and 12
rebounds, Kevin Huerter scored 19, and rookie

De’Andre Hunter scored 16.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS 123 - CHICAGO BULLS 102
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 23 points and

grabbed 10 rebounds in his return from a back injury,
and Milwaukee cruised to a win at Chicago. Khris
Middleton finished with a team-high 25 points for
Milwaukee, which won its third straight game. Guard
Eric Bledsoe returned from a right leg injury and
scored 15 points in 16 minutes of limited action. Bulls
guard Zach LaVine scored a team-high 19 points
despite missing 16 of 23 shots. Lauri Markkanen
added 18 points on 6-of-12 shooting, including 5 of 9
from 3-point range, and Wendell Carter Jr. con-
tributed 10 points and 11 boards.

PHOENIX SUNS 122 - PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 116
Devin Booker registered 33 points, seven assists

and six rebounds to help Phoenix rally past host
Portland and end an 11-game, head-to-head losing
streak. Kelly Oubre Jr. made a career-best seven 3-
pointers while scoring 29 points, and Ricky Rubio
recorded 18 points and 13 assists for Phoenix. The

Suns trailed by 19 after one quarter but outscored the
Trail Blazers 39-27 in the decisive fourth quarter.
Damian Lillard had 33 points and seven assists, and
CJ McCollum contributed 25 points and six assists for
Portland, which lost its fourth straight game. Hassan
Whiteside recorded 16 points, 22 rebounds and three
blocked shots for the Trail Blazers.

UTAH JAZZ 104 - DETROIT PISTONS 81
Donovan Mitchell scored 23 points, and Utah over-

came a sluggish start to pull away from Detroit in Salt
Lake City. Jordan Clarkson, playing in his third game
since being acquired from Cleveland, supplied 20
points off the Utah bench. Bojan Bogdanovic con-
tributed 17 points, and Rudy Gobert racked up 13
points, 19 rebounds and three blocks for the Jazz, who
have won three in a row and eight of nine. Derrick
Rose led Detroit, which has lost seven of its past
eight, with 20 points off the bench. Andre Drummond
had 15 points, 13 rebounds, five steals, three blocks
and three assists but also committed seven turnovers.
Svi Mykhailiuk contributed 15 points, and Christian
Wood added 11 points and nine rebounds. — Reuters

LONDON: The Video Assistant Referee (VAR) should
only overturn on-field decisions when there has been a
“clear and obvious” error, according to one of football’s
leading international rules officials.

VAR has proved highly controversial since it was
introduced into the Premier League this season. A par-
ticular source of concern has revolved around offside
calls. Last weekend saw Norwich, Brighton, Sheffield
United, Wolves, Brighton and Crystal Palace all have
goals disallowed by marginal VAR rulings amid doubts
over whether the available technology is accurate

enough to make such fractional calls.
Players and managers have also questioned whether

the system should not be used to reverse an on-field
decision that appears correct to the naked eye, a view
that received support on Monday from the general sec-
retary of the International Football Association Board
(IFAB) — the sport’s ultimate rule-making body.

Lukas Brud, while not addressing specific incidents
in English football, said IFAB guidance advises VAR
should only be used to correct clear errors also applied
to offside. “Clear and obvious still remains — it’s an
important principle,” Brud said in comments reported
by the British media. 

“There should not be a lot of time spent to find
something marginal. “If you spend minutes trying to
identify whether it is offside or not, then it’s not clear
and obvious and the original decision should stand,” he
added.

Wolves captain Conor Coady was frustrated when
his side were denied what seemed a legitimate equalis-

er just before half-time against runaway league leaders
Liverpool on Sunday when Pedro Neto’s effort was
chalked off because wing-back Jonny was deemed to
be offside in the build-up.

Wolves eventually lost 1-0 at Anfield and Coady told
the BBC afterwards: “A lot of people are going to tell
me that they have come to the right decision and they
might have. But what is it, an armpit that’s offside, or a
toe, or something like that?”

Meanwhile Sheffield United manager Chris Wilder
was annoyed after VAR denied his side a goal against
champions Manchester City — the fifth time it has hap-
pened to the Blades this season.

“Yet again we had another goal disallowed by VAR,”
he said.  “That’s about eight or nine over the weekend,
this is not a situation helping the game.” Even City
manager Pep Guardiola, whose side won 2-0, said VAR
was “a big mess”, with the former Barcelona and
Bayern Munich boss adding: “Hopefully next season it
can do better.”

But the introduction of VAR into Scottish football
cannot come quickly enough for Glasgow giants
Rangers. Sunday saw Steven Gerrard’s side win 2-1
away to arch-rivals and reigning champions Celtic as
they moved to within two points of the Scottish
Premiership leaders.

Gers boss Gerrard’s lone criticism of referee Kevin
Clancy centred on the official not sending off Celtic
defender Christopher Jullien in added time in an inci-
dent that saw Rangers striker Alfredo Morelos see red
for a second yellow card.

Rangers managing director Stewart Robertson, while
insisting he was not criticising referees, said Monday
the pace of the modern game made it “extremely diffi-
cult to make split-second calls with the degree of cer-
tainty required”.

He added: “We believe the introduction of VAR
would help referees enormously and reduce the number
of wrong decisions which sometimes have a dramatic
effect on the outcome of matches.” —AFP
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McRae, Mathews help Wizards surprise Heat

MINNEAPOLIS:  Naz Reid #11 of the Minnesota Timberwolves shoots the ball against the Brooklyn Nets at Target Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota. — AFP


