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CENTURION: During a playing career of 147 Test
matches, Mark Boucher had a reputation as a
fighter, always prepared to take on a challenge.

It’s a character trait which looks likely to con-
tinue in his new career as South Africa’s head
coach. It was a “great feeling” to be in a winning
Proteas dressing room after the first Test against
England on Sunday, seven years after his playing
career ended prematurely with a freak eye injury
ahead of a Test series in England in 2012.

“Just watching the guys walk in, there were a
couple with lumps in their throats. It means a lot
for them to win a game of Test cricket,” he said.
But it was only a beginning. “There’s still a lot of
work to be done for the rest of the series.”

Boucher gave two indicators of his coaching
philosophy when he discussed wicketkeeper-bats-
man Quinton de Kock and fast bowler Kagiso
Rabada, in both cases stressing a preference for
taking the fight to the opposition.

De Kock’s first innings of 95 turned the match in
South Africa’s favour. In the second innings he hit
three sixes off England’s fast bowling hope Jofra
Archer in a brief but spectacular statement of intent.
Rabada took seven wickets in the match despite
seeming to struggle for rhythm and consistency.
Boucher approved of De Kock’s seemingly cavalier
batting style. “I’m all for counter-punches on the
type of wicket we had. If you just hang around
there to try and bide your time you are probably
going to get a good one that gets you out. The
English bowled really well in the first innings until
Quinny came along. (Then) they maybe changed
their lines and lengths, which was good for us
because of the pressure we put on them.”

Of the second innings assault, Boucher said:
“You can have one Quinny in your side, you prob-
ably can’t have eleven. You don’t want to hold a
guy like him back because he can take the game
away from the opposition very, very quickly.”

Boucher’s attitude towards Rabada was similar-
ly straightforward. “It’s just about getting him into
the game. Sometimes as individuals you feel like
you’re under a bit of pressure and you start wor-
rying about your action and where you are putting
the ball,” he said.

“Sometimes you have to forget about your
technique and get into a bit of a fight out there.
The goal was to try to get him into the game and
let his natural instinct take over.”

Dealing with practical player issues is just one
part of Boucher’s job. He will soon have to deal
with a uniquely South African problem - that of
the racial composition of the team.

There were seven white players in the eleven at
Centurion, while Rabada was the only black
African. Although Cricket South Africa’s board is
effectively dysfunctional following the upheavals
which resulted in Graeme Smith being made
interim director of cricket and Boucher head
coach, official policy remains that over a season
there should be an average of six players of
colour, including at least two black Africans, in
the national team. Meeting the targets has been
complicated by injuries to batsman Temba
Bavuma and fast bowler Lungi Ngidi, with the
latter ruled out of the series.  Bavuma missed
Centurion because of a hip injury and the discus-
sion about bringing him back into the side may be
deferred until after the second Test, starting in
Cape Town on Friday, because Boucher said the
player was still feeling pain.—AFP
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Managers who like Moyes returned 
for second spell at the same club

LONDON: David Moyes returned to manage Premier
League strugglers West Ham for a second time on
Sunday. West Ham fans who hope Moyes can save them
as he did in a six month spell in the 2017-2018 season
may not be encouraged as AFP Sports picks out three
other managers who had two spells at the same club
with mixed results:

JOSE MOURINHO (CHELSEA)
His first spell from 2004-07 justified the never shy

Portuguese handler’s self-anointed ‘Special One’ status.
Two Premier League titles — they never lost a home
league game in his first spell — an FA Cup and a
League Cup as well as two Champions League semi-
finals had Russian oligarch Roman Abramovich grinning
from ear to ear. However, his relations with Abramovich
soured and he walked out in September 2007 when he
dared the Russian to sack him following a brief
exchange in a corridor when he had been told the team
had to improve. Chelsea came calling again in 2013
after a disappointing spell at Real Madrid and initially
Mourinho’s magic touch continued delivering another
Premier League title in the 2014/15 campaign. However,
the following season things fell apart from the start and
having lost the dressing room he was sacked in late
December — hours after hosting the squad’s Christmas
lunch — with the Blues having lost nine of their 16
league matches. “There obviously seemed to be a pal-
pable discord between manager and players and we
feel it was time to act,” opined technical director
Michael Emenalo. 

NEIL WARNOCK (CRYSTAL PALACE)
The combative Englishman — who slightly belies

that image by penning poetry in the rare moments he is
not in a club’s dug out — needed that trait to battle

through a turbulent three year stay (2007-2010) in the
second tier Championship which resulted in the ‘Eagles’
entering administration. Warnock had said this would
be his final managerial role and guided them to the
2007/08 play-offs. However, he went back on his
promise to hang up his tracksuit and left ailing Palace
— who had been docked 10 points for being placed in
administration — in March 2010 to take over another
struggling London club QPR. The administrator of the
club claimed Warnock had said he ‘lacked the stomach
for the fight’ which the manager dismissed as rubbish.

Back came Warnock in August 2014 with Palace in
the Premier League but he failed to last through to
2015 being dismissed in December with the club in the
bottom three. The by then 66-year-old took the sacking
philosophically: “I’ve watched seven episodes of
Downton Abbey in the last few days — you miss out on
things like that ... things are not all doom and gloom.”

KEVIN KEEGAN (NEWCASTLE)
The former England striker enjoyed iconic status

both in Liverpool and then Newcastle as a player. His
appointment as manager in 1992 was greeted with
delight by the fans and this enthusiasm was reflected
eventually on the pitch as through several wise acquisi-
tions including rising star Andy Cole he guided
Newcastle back to the top tier. A third-placed finish
followed in the 1993/94 season but it is the ‘95/’96 title
race which remains embedded in Magpies fans memo-
ries as they let slip a 10 point lead and lost out to
Manchester United. The pressure appeared to get to
Keegan, who lost his cool live on TV with a tirade
aimed at United manager Alex Ferguson: “I would love
it if we beat them! Love it!”. Despite being dubbed
‘King Kev’ during this spell by fans he resigned out of
the blue in January 1997 months after signing home-

town boy Alan Shearer for a then world record fee. “It
was like losing a family member,” commented the chair-
man at the time Freddy Shepherd.

The King returned from exile in a surprise move in

January 2008 but it all quickly soured largely due to
disagreements with controversial owner Mike Ashley.
Keegan’s gripe was a lack of funds for transfers, and he
walked out in September 2008. —AFP
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Lemar sustains thigh injury

MADRID: Atletico Madrid attacker Thomas Lemar,
who has been linked with a move away from the
club, has suffered a thigh injury, the La Liga outfit
said yesterday, without noting the length of his
absence. Lyon and Arsenal are reportedly interested
in signing the 24-year-old World Cup winner during
the upcoming transfer window. Lemar has scored
three goals in 64 appearances since Diego Simeone
signed him from Monaco in 2018 for 72 million euros
($80 million). Fourth-placed Atletico host Levante in
La Liga on Saturday in their first match after the
winter break

N Korea pulls out of
women’s 2020 soccer 

SEOUL: North Korea has withdrawn its women’s
soccer team from the final round of 2020 Tokyo
Olympics qualifiers being staged in South Korea in
February, the Asian Football Confederation (AFC)
has said. The AFC said yesterday the North had sent
a letter informing it of its withdrawal from the tour-
nament and that global governing body FIFA was
also aware of the decision. The two Koreas remain
technically at war after the Korean War ended in a
truce and not a peace treaty, and while there was a
flurry of sports diplomacy between the neighbours
last year ties have again cooled over stalled negotia-
tions over the North’s nuclear weapons and ballistic
missiles. “The AFC can confirm that DPR Korea
Football Association sent an official letter to with-
draw from the Women’s Olympic Football
Tournament 2020 Asian Qualifiers Final Round,” the
AFC said in an emailed statement. The third round of
group stage matches for the qualifying tournament
will be held from Feb. 3-9 in South Korea and China.

Guentzel exits with injury

NEW YORK: Pittsburgh Penguins leading scorer
Jake Guentzel left Monday night’s game against the
visiting Ottawa Senators in the third period after
crashing into the end boards. Guentzel went hard
into the boards at the end of a play on which he
scored his 20th goal of the season and 200th point
of his career. He favored his right arm or shoulder as
he headed to the locker room. Guentzel’s goal, at
6:55 of the third, gave the Penguins a 5-2 lead. His
goal and two assists gave him 43 points for the sea-
son. Earlier Monday, Guentzel was named
Pittsburgh’s representative for the All-Star Game.

Kendricks out for playoffs

SAN FRANCISCO: Seattle Seahawks linebacker
Mychal Kendricks will miss the postseason after tear-
ing his ACL in the team’s regular-season finale, coach
Pete Carroll said Monday. Kendricks sustained the
injury after making a tackle on a 49-yard reception by
Kyle Juszczyk during the third quarter of Sunday’s 26-
21 loss to the San Francisco 49ers. The 29-year-old
Kendricks recorded 71 tackles, three sacks and one
interception in 14 games this season for the Seahawks,
who will visit his former team, the Philadelphia Eagles,
for Sunday’s NFC wild-card meeting. Rookie third-
round pick Cody Barton is expected to receive an
increased workload in place of Kendricks. A second-
round pick in 2012, Kendricks spent his first six seasons
with the Eagles and helped them defeat the New
England Patriots in Super Bowl LII. In 103 career
games (91 starts), Kendricks has 549 tackles, 19 sacks,
seven forced fumbles and four interceptions.

MONACO: Robert Moreno was unveiled as the new
coach of Monaco on Monday, admitting his bitter bust-
up with Spain boss Luis Enrique had paved the way for
him to become “number one”.

Moreno, 42, takes over at 2004 European and 2017
French champions Monaco after Leonardo Jardim was
sacked for the second time. However, he arrives at the
Ligue 1 outfit having been accused of “disloyalty” by
Enrique.

Moreno was previously Spain assistant coach but
was promoted to the top job after Enrique resigned to

take care of his nine-year-old daughter Xana, who died
in August of cancer. “I had nine extraordinary years at
his side,” said Moreno on Monday.

“But that is all in the past. Today is my presentation
as Monaco coach. I have coached since I was 14 and
obtained my UEFA licence at 25. 

“I always wanted to become the number one. This is
the start of that stage,” added Moreno who guided
Spain through qualifying for Euro 2020 in the absence
of Enrique. He arrives at the Russian-backed principali-
ty club with the team in seventh place in Ligue 1 and 17
points behind leaders and defending champions PSG.

Jardim, who took Monaco to the league title in 2017,
was fired at the weekend, just over a year since he was
previously sent packing.

Moreno said he had been considering a range of
offers since his acrimonious November departure from
the Spanish national team. “The Monaco project had
the best guarantees and conditions,” he said after sign-
ing a deal until June 2022.

“I knew that I wanted to work at a high level and I
wanted a project that matched this desire. Coming here
means growing as a coach and a person.” —AFP
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SYDNEY: Former world number one Maria Sharapova
will return to tournament action at the Brisbane
International next month after being awarded a wild-
card to play in the Australian Open warm-up.

The 32-year-old Russian, who last played a competi-
tive match in the first round of the US Open in August,
has dropped to 133rd in the world after a season in
which a long-standing shoulder injury restricted her to
eight tournaments.

The five-times Grand Slam champion will join cur-
rent world number one Ash Barty, Naomi Osaka and
Karolina Pliskova in a strong field at the Queensland
Tennis Centre from Jan. 6-12. “It’s a fresh start after a
tough last season,” Sharapova told Australian
Associated Press yesterday.

“There were a lot of ups and downs, there were
times when I was ready but the shoulder wasn’t. But I

have had a fairly good off season and I am motivated to
compete. At this point in my career when I have that
feeling, it’s a good sign.”

Sharapova has been troubled by shoulder problems
throughout her career and the current issue required
surgery early last year with lingering problems hamper-
ing her throughout the 2019 season.

“To be fair when I was younger I never saw myself
playing past 30,” she added.

“But I still feel there is a lot in me to give. I still have
a lot of fire in me and I am big competitor. As long as
the shoulder stays healthy and my body allows me to, I
hope there is a lot of time left for me.”

Sharapova’s lowly ranking means she will also need a
wildcard to get directly into the main singles draw for
this year’s Australian Open, which begins on Jan. 20.

“While it is about results for me, it is more about
how I feel day to day, making sure my shoulder holds
up, but I am definitely up for that test,” she said.
Sharapova won her third major title at Melbourne Park
in 2008 but also tested positive for a banned substance
at the tournament in 2016 and served a 15-month sus-
pension from the game. — Reuters
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LONDON: File photo shows Tottenham Hotspur’s Portuguese head coach Jose Mourinho (L) shakes hands with
Brighton’s English manager Graham Potter during the English Premier League football match between
Tottenham Hotspur and Brighton and Hove Albion at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London. — AFP


