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WADA better positioned to wipe 
out drug cheats, chief says
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LONDON: Five-day Test matches could become a
thing of the past from 2023 after England support-
ed calls to cut them by a day, according to yester-
day’s Daily Telegraph. A spokesperson for the
England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) told the
British newspaper that four-day Tests could help
ease the strain on players’ busy schedules.

“We believe it could provide a sustainable solu-
tion to the complex scheduling needs and player
workloads we face as a global sport,” they said.
“We’re definite proponents of the four-day Test
concept, but cautiously so, as we understand it’s an
emotive topic for players, fans and others who have
concerns about challenging the heritage of Test
cricket.”

The ECB’s comments come a week after Kevin
Roberts, the chief executive of Cricket Australia,
said mandatory four-day tests were “something
that we have got to seriously consider”.

Four-day Tests have been sanctioned since 2017
by the sport’s global governing body the
International Cricket Council (ICC), but only out-
side of their inaugural World Test Championship. In
order for four-day Tests to replace the five-day
format from 2023, when the new ICC broadcasting
rights cycle begins, it would need to be approved
by the ICC’s cricket committee in 2020 and then
voted through by the chief executive’s board, which
is made up of representatives from member
nations.

“One of our top priorities is to underpin a
healthy future for Test cricket while we continue to
build accessible ways for new fans to enjoy our
sport,” added the ECB spokesperson. “We are
strongly behind a thorough and considered consul-
tation where all opinions are explored.”

Tony Irish, the head of FICA, the global players’
association, said he feared extra days gained from
scrapping five-day Tests would be used to fill them
with other forms of cricket.

“It would take pressure off the schedule but our
concern would be that the ad hoc way the schedule
currently works and that countries would simply
plug in more cricket into the time freed up,” he told
the Daily Telegraph.

“If introduced, it therefore has to be part of a
more coherent structure. “In the past, many players
have been against a change to four days but it
would also be important for players to understand
any benefits of time freed up.

“Unfortunately, with the ICC there is a history of
introducing these types of changes in an unstruc-
tured way. “That would need to change if there is to
be any player buy-in.” Figures published by the
Telegraph suggest the percentage of Test matches
annually that have gone to the fifth and final day
have declined from 66 percent in 2014 to 33 per-
cent this year. —AFP
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Handpicked Russian athletes will be able to participate in the competitions
MONTREAL: Outgoing WADA President
Craig Reedie says the Russian doping
scandal shows that clean sport is under
attack, but the anti-doping organization
now has the tools to better weed out drug
cheats.  Taking stock of his six years at the
helm of the World Anti-Doping Agency, the
78-year-old Briton insists the group is
“stronger” than ever as it faces the
“unprecedented” challenge of the doping
crisis in Russia. 

“Considering the last six years in partic-
ular, I am especially pleased to see how
WADA responded to the challenges it
faced since 2014, in particular the Russian
doping crisis,” he said in his end-of-term
message. 

The crisis, he recalled, led to the cre-
ation within WADA of an “intelligence and
investigations” service, which played “a
decisive role” in the recent decision to
exclude Russia from major world sports

competitions for falsifying anti-doping
data.  The Russian anti-doping agency
RUSADA announced Friday that it has
challenged the exclusion. Ultimately, it will
be up to the Court of Arbitration for Sport
to rule on the matter, said Reedie, whose
term officially ends Tuesday.

“Throughout this process WADA has
shown it has the will, the expertise and the
legal tools to stand up effectively to this
unprecedented level of cheating and cor-
ruption,” he said.

WADA decided on December 9 to ban
Russia from participating in major interna-
tional events for four years, including the
2020 and 2022 Olympic Games and the
2022 World Cup. 

Only handpicked Russian athletes will
be able to participate in the competitions,
but under a neutral flag and without the
national anthem being played. 

WADA estimated that Russia had

“manipulated” the data of the Moscow
anti-doping laboratory which were trans-
mitted to it at the beginning of the year, an
umpteenth rebound in a scandal which
started with the revelation in 2015 of an
institutional doping practiced since 2011
and involving senior officials, secret agents
and trafficked urine vials.

The significant extent of state-spon-
sored doping in Russia, notably between
2011 and 2015, was revealed in an inde-
pendent report by sports lawyer Richard
McLaren, released in 2016.

The issue has dealt a colossal blow to
the status of post-Soviet Russia as a major
sports power after hosting events such as
the 2013 World Athletics Championships,
the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi and the
2018 World Cup.

The Sochi Games later became notori-
ous for the number of doping violations by
prominent Russian athletes.  — AFP

LAUSANNE: File photo taken on December 9, 2019 World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) President
Craig Reedie attends a press conference in Lausanne following a meeting of the WADA executive
committee which banned Russia from global sporting events including the 2020 Tokyo Olympics
and the 2022 Beijing Winter Olympics after accusing Moscow of falsifying data. — AFP

WELLINGTON: Former All Blacks
coach Steve Hansen became Sir Stephen
yesterday, receiving a knighthood in the
New Zealand New Year’s honours list,
but insisted he was still “plain old Steve”.

Although Hansen fell short in his bid
to guide the All Blacks to a third consec-
utive World Cup this year, losing to
England in the semi-finals, the award
citation noted his outstanding contribu-
tion to rugby union. 

The straight-talking coach with a wry
sense of humour spent eight years as an
assistant under Graham Henry, who was
also knighted after winning the 2011
World Cup, and then eight years in
charge.

During his time at the helm, the All
Blacks won the 2015 World Cup, finished
third in 2019, were World Rugby’s team
of the year five times, won the Rugby
Championship six times and retained the
Bledisloe Cup, played annually against
Australia, in all eight years.

Hansen told Television New Zealand
he had feelings of “immense pride, hum-

bleness” when informed of his knight-
hood and paid tribute to his wife and the
players he has worked with. 

“I’ll be forever grateful for the talent
we’ve been able to coach, and grateful
for the awesome management and back
up staff that we’ve had. You can’t do this
by yourself, so this honour’s very much
theirs as well,” he said.

But while grateful to be awarded the
honour, the idea of being called “Sir
Steven” did not sit well with him. “I’m
just plain old Steve, and that’s how I’d
prefer to be called going forward too.”

Hansen, who grew up wanting to be a
jockey and started his working life as a
policeman, said coaching was something
he never thought he would be good at
but he wanted to give something back to
the sport he had played.

“I just loved playing the game, I got a
lot out of it as a player and I felt a duty
to go back and give something back to it.
Coaching, for me, was the obvious
thing,” he said.

Kieran Read, who retired as All Blacks

captain after the recent World Cup,
praised Hansen’s man-management in his
recently-released autobiography
“Straight Eight”.

“Steve was not without his idiosyn-
crasies of course. He could be deviously
manipulative when he wanted to be,
painfully cryptic too, and needed his
people to know that ultimately he was in
charge,” Read wrote.

“For all that, though, there was an
awful lot of softness underneath, and we
could tell that he genuinely cared about
all his players in a way that Graham

(Henry) could never fully express.”
Since taking over as head coach in

2012, Hansen fashioned an impressive
86.9 percent winning record from 107
Tests with 93 victories, four draws and
10 losses. 

Hansen said it was a record he was
“extremely proud of” and the semi-final
loss to England should not define the All
Blacks under his watch. The outgoing
New Zealand Rugby chief executive
Steve Tew was made an officer of the
New Zealand Order of Merit, another of
the country’s top honours. — AFP
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LONDON: Wales scrum-half Rhys Webb
expressed his “relief” after rejoining
Welsh club Ospreys on a two-year con-
tract from next season following his
departure from Top 14 outfit Toulon.

The 31-year-old — who had signed a
two-year deal in 2018 with Toulon which
had an option of an extra season — had
suffered numerous injuries and increasing
competition from France half-back
Baptiste Serin.

However, it was largely the fact his
family failed to settle in France and
returned to Wales that persuaded him to
call it a day and return to the team with
whom he had spent a decade prior to his
move abroad.

“It was difficult to be away from my
family and young children,” Webb told the
Ospreys website.

“I have loved my time in Toulon but it’s
a relief to come home to the Ospreys, it’s
where my family are, where I was brought
up, and where rugby all started for me.

“To return to play for my home region
again is just really special for me and I am
so grateful for the opportunity to be able
to do that again.” Webb made his Ospreys
debut in March 2008 and played 154
times for the south Wales outfit. His 39
tries puts him fourth on the Ospreys all-
time try-scorer list.

The move will also permit Webb to try
and reignite his Test career which had
seen him win 31 Welsh caps — and two
British & Irish Lions appearances in the
drawn series with New Zealand in 2017.

Due to new rules introduced by the
Welsh Rugby Union (WRU) in 2017 those
players moving abroad could only be
considered for the national team if they
had won at least 60 caps. — AFP
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LONDON: British prime minister John
Major dodged going to the Atlanta
1996 Olympics to stay in London and
watch cricket instead, newly declassi-
fied files showed yesterday.

Major weighed up the pros and
cons of going to the Games, with his
advisors pushing him to attend, insist-
ing he had “street cred” in sport and it
would make for great pictures of him
in “relaxed, jacket-off mode”.

But the cricket-loving premier stuck
to his guns and missed seeing Britain’s
only gold medal — to watch England
lose to Pakistan instead in the first Test
at Lord’s. The files were released after
23 years in the vaults at the National
Archives.

Major seemed keen on Atlanta when
the idea was raised in February 1996
and flight plans were drawn up. In a
memo to Major on June 7, his private
secretary Rachael Reynolds said she
understood he was thinking of going to
Lord’s rather than Atlanta and “it would

be a pity” if he missed the Olympics.
The adviser told him US president Bill
Clinton, South African president
Nelson Mandela and French president
Jacques Chirac were all going, and
“even the King of Finland is turning
up!” The draft programme would have
seen him witness oarsmen Steve
Redgrave and Matthew Pinsent win
Britain’s only gold medal of the Games.

‘STREET CRED’ 
In a further memo to Major on June

19, Reynolds said decision time was
fast approaching and spelled out the
advantages and disadvantages.

“You will be very tired at the end of
July,” she wrote, of the negatives. “It is
a long flight and the weather will be
hot in Atlanta. “Second, you will miss
the Lord’s Test and you are unlikely to
be able to pick up a satellite channel in
America which carries cricket.”

As for the advantages, she said it
would likely be his last chance to

attend an Olympics as prime minister,
and there might be “snide remarks” if
he did not show up to support the
British team. “Some of the best pic-
tures we see of you are in relaxed,
jacket-off mode and there would be
plenty of opportunity for that,”
Reynolds insisted. “You cannot do too
much of associating yourself with win-
ners.” She said Major was strongly
linked with sport in a way “no other
politician” was and “you should capi-
talise on this”.

“I do think it is worth doing, if you
can bear it. You have established your
street cred in this area so well, it would
be a pity to miss an opportunity which
only comes up every four years.” In
the end, Reynolds wrote to the British
Olympic Association on June 28, telling
them: “The prime minister has decided
that his programme at the end of July
is too heavily committed for him to be
able to travel to Atlanta.” Pakistan beat
England by 164 runs. —AFP
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LONDON: File photo taken on July 04, 1995 British Prime Minister John Major leaves No. 10 Downing Street in London
with his wife Norma. John Major dodged going to the Atlanta 1996 Olympics to stay in London and watch cricket
instead, newly declassified files showed yesterday. —AFP

CENTURION: File photo shows England’s Rory Burns (L)
plays a shot during the third day of the first Test cricket
match between S Africa and England at Centurion. England
yesterday supported calls for four-day Tests that could
help ease the strain on players’ busy schedules. — AFP


