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Marines were expected to go to the US embassy in 

Baghdad. One official said they were expected to num-
ber in the dozens and would be there temporarily. 
Another official said two Apache helicopters carried out 
a “show of force” over the embassy. “The Department of 
Defense is working closely with the Department of State 
to ensure the security of our Embassy and personnel in 
Baghdad,” Defense Secretary Mark Esper said in a 
statement. “We are sending additional forces to support 
our personnel at the embassy.”  

Caretaker Iraqi prime minister Adel Abdel Mahdi said 
that the crowds that had stormed the US embassy 
should leave the compound “immediately”. “We recall 
that any aggression or harassment of foreign embassies 
will be firmly prohibited by the security forces,” Abdel 
Mahdi’s office said several hours after the attack began. 
Following his statement, some of the crowd pulled back 
but others set up tents, swearing to pursue a sit-in. The 
demonstrators were protesting US air strikes that killed 
at least 25 fighters from a hardline Hashed faction known 
as Kataeb Hezbollah (Hezbollah Brigades) on Sunday. 

Those strikes were in response to a volley of 36 rock-
ets last week that killed one US contractor at an Iraqi 
base, the first American casualty in a string of rocket 
attacks on US troops in Iraq. The United States has 
around 5,200 troops deployed across Iraq to train secu-
rity forces and prevent any resurgence of the Islamic 
State group. The rocket attacks have not been claimed 
but US security assessments have largely blamed them 
on Kataeb Hezbollah. 

Following the deadly strikes, the Iraqi government 
announced three days of mourning while Kataeb 
Hezbollah and other pro-Iran factions in the Hashed 
demanded the “withdrawal of the American enemy”. 
Protesters echoed those calls yesterday, carrying 

posters reading: “Parliament should oust US troops, 
or else we will.” 

Others carried banners with Trump’s face crossed out. 
They scrawled “No to America!” and “Soleimani is my 
commander” on the embassy walls, referring to a leading 
commander in Iran’s Revolutionary Guards Corps and 
Tehran’s pointman for Iraq, Major General Qasem 
Soleimani. Among those at the protests were Iraq’s 
National Security Adviser Faleh Al-Fayyadh - who is also 
the head of the Hashed - and other top Hashed officials. 

Some Hashed figures drew parallels between yester-
day’s attack and the hostage crisis at the US embassy in 
Tehran in 1979. The US embassy in Iraq is already oper-
ating at a fraction of its full diplomatic staffing after the 
State Department pulled out non-essential employees in 
May. US ambassador Matthew Tueller has been outside 
Iraq for two weeks on holiday but other staff were pres-
ent and had not been evacuated, a diplomatic source told 
AFP. The US shut down its consulate in the southern port 
city of Basra last year after indirect fire it blamed on 
Iran-backed factions. It still operates a consulate in the 
northern Kurdish city of Arbil.  

Iraq had long feared being caught in the middle of 
escalating tensions between its two main allies, the 
United States and Iran. But now it appears ties between 
Washington and Baghdad are fraying fast, with Abdel 
Mahdi’s government threatening to summon the US 
ambassador. Dozens of lawmakers also called on the 
government to review an agreement allowing the US 
troop deployment, saying the strikes amount to a viola-
tion of sovereignty that renders the pact obsolete. 

The United States, meanwhile, accused Iraq of fail-
ing to “protect” US interests in the country. US defense 
officials have told AFP that pro-Iran factions now pose 
a greater threat than IS because of the repeated rocket 
attacks. “This may well be the low point of US policy in 
Iraq,” said Iraq expert Fanar Haddad of Singapore 
University’s Middle East Institute. “That the national 
security adviser, MPs, a former minister and head of 
one of the most powerful parliamentary blocs are 
involved speaks volumes about the failure of US policy 
and the nature of the Iraqi state they helped create,” 
Haddad said. — Agencies 
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 worker Jeanelyn Padernal Villavende at the hands of 

her Kuwaiti employer,” he said in a statement. “The 
case is a clear violation of the agreement signed by 
both Kuwait and the Philippines in 2018 that seeks to 
uphold and promote the protection of the rights and 
welfare of our workers in the Gulf state,” the DOLE 
chief added. 

At the same time, Bello urged for the immediate res-
olution of the death of the household service worker. 
“The department looks forward to the swift resolution 
of the case and that justice will be served to Villavende 
and her family,” he said. The DOLE head also assured 

that assistance will be provided to the family of the 
Filipino worker. “The Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration will provide burial and livelihood assis-
tance, as well as scholarships to the family members of 
Villavende,” Bello added. 

In Feb 2018, the Phil ippines imposed a total 
deployment ban on Kuwait after authorities found 
inside a freezer the body of domestic helper Joanna 
Demafelis, who was killed by her employers. The ban 
was lifted three months later after Manila and Kuwait 
signed an agreement on the protection of overseas 
Filipino workers. The employer of Demafelis was later 
found guilty of murder. 

In May 2018, another maid died at the hands of her 
employer. Constancia Dayag, 47, was reportedly found 
with her body covered in bruises and with a “cucum-
ber” inside her private parts, according to the 
Philippine media. She was rushed to the Sabah Hospital 
but was declared dead on arrival. — Agencies 
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“I have not fled justice - I have escaped injustice and 

political persecution,” said Ghosn, who vowed to commu-
nicate “freely” with the media “starting next week”. 

It was not clear how he managed to leave Japan, as his 
bail conditions barred him from exiting the country he had 
been held in since his sudden arrest in Nov 2018 sent 
shockwaves through the business world. He and his 
lawyers have repeatedly voiced fears over the impossibili-
ty of a fair trial in Japan and have called for the case to be 
thrown out, citing missteps by the prosecutors’ office. 

Lebanon said the fallen car mogul had entered the 
country “legally” at dawn on Monday. “There are no 
measures that warrant taking steps against him or prose-
cuting him,” the country’s General Security apparatus said 
in a statement. Ghosn cannot be sent back to Japan 
because there is no extradition agreement between the 
two countries, a Lebanese judicial source told AFP. 

Lebanese media reported Ghosn had flown by private 
plane from Turkey to Lebanon, where his parents were 
born and where he spent most of his childhood after arriv-
ing there as a toddler. A source in the Lebanese presiden-
cy said Ghosn had entered the country with a French 
passport and his Lebanese identity card. “He is in 
Lebanon in his house with his wife,” a family friend told 
AFP. “He is very happy. He is free.” 

Many Lebanese view Ghosn as a symbol of their coun-
try’s large diaspora and a prime example of Lebanese 
entrepreneurial genius and were shocked by his arrest. 
But in Tokyo, the unexpected turn of events sparked ques-
tions about how he gave authorities the slip. His Japanese 
lawyer Junichiro Hironaka said he was “dumbfounded” by 
the news and confirmed that lawyers were still in posses-
sion of Ghosn’s passports. 

Public broadcaster NHK cited a foreign ministry offi-
cial as saying: “He was not supposed to leave the country. 
Had we known about it beforehand, we would have 
reported that to proper law enforcement authorities.” The 
Japanese government has not commented publicly on 
Ghosn’s flight. But Taichiro Motoe, a lawmaker from 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s ruling Liberal 
Democrat Party (LDP), said the news had come as a 
“shock” and called for “swift and effective” improvements. 

France said it was unaware of Ghosn’s plans to flee and 
had no information about the circumstances. “As Mr 
Ghosn is a citizen, like anyone else he is not above the 
law,” the state secretary at France’s economy and finance 
ministry, Agnes Pannier-Runacher, told France Inter radio. 
Lebanon’s MTV television reported that Ghosn was 

smuggled to the airport in Japan in a musical instrument 
case belonging to a band that had been booked to per-
form on New Year’s Eve. But a member of his entourage 
denied the report.  

At Ghosn’s gated villa in the Achrafieh neighborhood of 
Beirut, a handful of police and private security personnel 
stood guard yesterday. A man who identified himself only 
as his English neighbor walked by to leave a card, with the 
words “Carlos, welcome home!” written inside. It was not 
immediately clear if Ghosn was at the address. “It’s a good 
thing that at last he’s out of being locked up for something 
which he may or may not -probably not - have done,” said 
the neighbor. 

Ghosn’s sudden departure was nearly as dramatic as 
his arrest at a Tokyo airport. Prosecutors stormed his 
private jet and whisked him off to a Tokyo detention cen-
ter where he spent more than 100 days in spartan condi-
tions far removed from his sometimes extravagant 
lifestyle. He eventually won bail, striding out of the 
detention center disguised in a workman’s uniform com-
plete with mask and cap in an apparent bid to fool the 
world’s media camped outside. 

Then one morning in April, he was rearrested on anoth-
er set of charges just days before he was due to give a 
hotly anticipated news conference. He released a video 
apparently pre-recorded in which he accused “backstab-
bing” Nissan executives of a “conspiracy”. Later that 
month, he was released again on bail - this time leaving in 
a business suit - and he had been in Tokyo ever since 
preparing for his trial in “combative” mood, according to 
his lawyers. 

He stands accused of two counts of under-reporting 
his salary to the tune of 9.23 billion yen ($85 million) from 
2010 to 2018, deferring some of his pay and failing to 
declare this to shareholders. Prosecutors also allege he 
attempted to get Nissan to cover around 1.85 billion yen 
in personal foreign exchange losses during the 2008 
financial crisis. The fourth charge against him is that he 
allegedly transferred millions from Nissan funds to a deal-
ership in Oman, from which the executive supposedly 
skimmed off $5 million for his personal use. 

He has consistently denied all charges against him, saying 
they are a “plot” by Nissan executives to get rid of him 
because they feared he was moving the Japanese firm to a 
closer tie-up with Renault. In the meantime, Ghosn has lost 
the business empire he was once lauded for creating. Sacked 
from Nissan and Mitsubishi Motors, he resigned from 
Renault - the third firm in the uneasy car alliance he forged.  

Ghosn began his career in 1978 at tyre maker Michelin. 
In 1996, he moved to Renault where he oversaw a turn-
around that won him the nickname “Le Cost Killer”. After 
Renault sealed an alliance with Nissan in 1999, Ghosn 
used similar methods to revive the ailing brand, leading to 
business superstar status in Japan, blanket media cover-
age and even a manga comic book on his life. — Agencies 
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 surf clubs, said Shane Fitzsimmons, commissioner of the 

New South Wales Rural Fire Service. “In the majority of 
these cases, we’re being told that people will be sleeping 
over at these clubs,” Surf Life Saving Australia’s Steven 
Pearce told ABC. “We’ll have instances of 500 people or 
more trying to sleep in and around our surf clubs.” 

Around 4,000 people were trapped on the foreshore 
in the town of Mallacoota, where towering columns of 
smoke turned the sky pitch black and nearby fires caused 
waves of “ember attacks”. Authorities said later yesterday 
that Mallacoota and a nearby town remained cut off, but 
the life-threatening fire front had finally passed.  “I under-
stand there was a public cheer down at the jetty when 
that was announced,” said Steve Warrington of the 
Country Fire Authority. 

In some places yesterday’s blazes were so intense, the 
smoke so thick and the dry lightning storms precipitated by 
the fires so severe that aerial reconnaissance and water-
bombing had to be halted. The situation was scarcely better 
in inland rural communities, where countless more people 
were displaced and forced into makeshift camps.  

Hundreds of “anxious and stressed and traumatized” 
people were gathered at Bega’s showgrounds, said 44-
year-old Beck Walker, who had been holidaying with her 

husband and two young sons when they heard sirens 
warning them to evacuate before dawn. “We had to pack 
up and leave straight away,” she told AFP. “It was pretty 
scary because the sky was red... By 7:30 am we thought it 
was still night because the sky had turned black.” 

Australia’s defense minister Linda Reynolds said heli-
copters, aircraft and naval ships would be sent to the 
region. The military is expected to conduct damage 
assessments and potentially provide those displaced with 
food, shelter and electricity and even evacuation. More 
back-up has been requested from firefighters in Canada 
and the United States. 

Australia’s unprecedented bushfires have been burning 
for months, but the latest in a series of heatwaves and high 
winds have wrought new devastation. The crisis has also 
hit cities like Sydney and Melbourne, home to several mil-
lion people. On Monday, around 100,000 people were 
urged to flee five Melbourne suburbs as the blaze bore 
down on homes just 16 km from the center of Australia’s 
second-biggest city. 

Sydney was again shrouded in toxic bushfire haze 
yesterday. City officials said Sydney’s New Year’s Eve 
fireworks would go ahead, but a similar event has been 
cancelled in Canberra and several regional towns. A Rural 
Fire Service spokesman said a 28-year-old volunteer 
firefighter - whose wife was due to give birth in May - 
died Monday in New South Wales when a “fire tornado” 
picked up an eight-tonne truck “and flipped it over”. A 
63-year-old man and his 29-year-old son died in the dev-
astated town of Cobargo in the latest spasm of destruc-
tion yesterday. Ten others, including two volunteer fire-
fighters, have been killed so far this fire season. —  AFP  
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A Palestinian man rides a horse at the beach on sunset in Gaza City yesterday. — AFP 


