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LeBron gets Lakers past Celtics

LOS ANGELES: Gordon Hayward #20 of the Boston Celtics drives to the basket during the game against the Los Angeles Lakers at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Anthony Davis tallied 32 points and 13
rebounds and LeBron James recorded 29 points, nine
assists and eight boards, and the Los Angeles Lakers
weathered a career-high-tying 41-point effort by
Jayson Tatum to beat the Boston Celtics 114-112 on
Sunday at Staples Center. The historic rivals went
back-and-forth throughout the game, and right down
to the wire. The Celtics took a 110-108 lead with 1:17
remaining when Jaylen Brown, who scored 20 points,
knocked down a 3-pointer. Missed shots on both ends
set a final 37 seconds that took several minutes due to a
handful of officiating reviews and a technical foul
assessed to Celtics coach Brad Stevens. James’ fade-
away jumper with 30.4 seconds remaining gave Los
Angeles the lead for good, with Davis making three free
throws over the final 12 seconds to seal it.

TORONTO RAPTORS 127 - INDIANA PACERS 81
Pascal Siakam scored 21 points and Toronto led all

the way to defeat visiting Indiana. Kyle Lowry had 16
points, 11 assists, seven rebounds and five steals for the
Raptors, who have defeated the Pacers three times this
month. The Pacers were without guard Victor Oladipo,
who had a sore back. Serge Ibaka added 15 points and

15 rebounds for the Raptors, who have won 17 of their
past 18 games. The Raptors’ 46-point margin of victory
marks the largest in franchise history.

OKLAHOMA THUNDER 131 - SAN ANTONIO SPURS 103
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored a game-high 22

points and Chris Paul narrowly missed a triple-double
to lead Oklahoma City to a home victory over San
Antonio. The Thunder got rolling in the second quar-
ter, answering a Spurs run with 16 consecutive points
to jump ahead. That stretch, like most of the game,
came from a balanced scoring effort. Luguentz Dort, a
rookie on a two-way contract, came up big for
Oklahoma City with two big baskets in the 16-0 run,
including a 3-pointer to finish off the stretch, and put
the Thunder up 52-45.

DENVER NUGGETS 128 - 
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES 116

Paul Millsap had a season-high 25 points, Nikola
Jokic added 24, and host Denver beat shorthanded
Minnesota, which had just nine players available. Jamal
Murray had 19 points, Gary Harris and Monte Morris
had 13 apiece and Jerami Grant added 12 for Denver,

which has won eight straight against the Timberwolves.
Kelan Martin scored a career-high 21 points, including
19 in the first half, while Malik Beasley had 17 in a bal-
anced Minnesota attack. Jordan McLaughlin had 15
points and 10 assists, Jarret Culver had 14 points and
Naz Reid added 13 for the Timberwolves.

CHICAGO BULLS 126 - WASHINGTON WIZARDS 117
Coby White scored 33 points off the bench, Zach

LaVine added 32 points, and Chicago pulled away to
beat visiting Washington. Thaddeus Young finished with
23 points for the Bulls, who snapped an eight-game los-
ing streak. Tomas Satoransky posted a double-double
against his former team with 15 points and 13 assists.
Bradley Beal scored a career-high 53 points in a losing
effort for the Wizards, who have lost back-to-back
games. Beal shot 15 of 27 from the field, 5 of 11 from
beyond the arc and 18 of 20 from the free-throw line.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 115 - 
GOLDEN STATE WARRIORS 101

Rookie Zion Williamson scored 28 points, his most in
a road game this season, and Nicolo Melli saved three
of his six 3-pointers for the fourth quarter as New

Orleans rallied over Golden State. Williamson shot 13-
for-20 and added seven rebounds, six on the offensive
end, helping the playoff-hopeful Pelicans win for the
fifth time in their last six games. Damion Lee had 22
points and Jordan Poole 19 for the Warriors, who lost
their sixth straight. Andrew Wiggins was held to eight
points on 3-for-16 shooting in the loss, but did have a
team-high 10 rebounds to complement four assists and
two blocks.

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 107 - 
DETROIT PISTONS 104

CJ McCollum scored a season-best 41 points, recorded
a career-high 12 assists and also collected nine rebounds
to lead Portland to a tight win over visiting Detroit.
Carmelo Anthony tallied a season-high 32 points for the
Trail Blazers, who played without star guard Damian
Lillard (groin) for the second straight game. Hassan
Whiteside added 16 points, 17 rebounds and four blocked
shots as Portland halted a three-game skid. Christian
Wood recorded 26 points and nine rebounds for Detroit,
which has dropped six straight games. Brandon Knight
and Derrick Rose scored 15 points apiece and Langston
Galloway had 13 points. —— Reuters

PARIS: Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal return to action
for the first time since the Australian Open while Qatar saw
the latest tennis mum return to action.

World number one Novak Djokovic plays for the first
time since lifting the Australian Open for the eighth time.
However, his opponent in the Dubai first round, Malek
Jaziri, was left wishing the 32-year-old Serb had stayed
away a little longer.

The Tunisian, who made the semi-finals in the UAE in
2018, lost to Djokovic in the second round two years earli-
er when the Serb won his fourth title at the event.

The 36-year-old, now ranked outside the top 200, has
also had to face Roger Federer, Andy Murray and Grigor
Dimitrov in Dubai. Before the draw was made Saturday,
Jaziri even said: “Hopefully this year the draw will be good
for me. Usually I play a seeded player always here. I’ve
played Roger, I’ve played Novak, I’ve played Andy. I
played Grigor as well two years ago.”

Djokovic, too, saw the funny side.
“He is a super nice guy and we train a lot. It is unfortu-

nate. It is very odd that that happened.”

Nadal and Kyrgios: Loco in Acapulco?
Rafael Nadal takes top seeding in Acapulco, 12 months

after being knocked out in the second round by Nick
Kyrgios in a match which sparked angry exchanges
between the two. Nadal, a two-time champion at the
Mexican event in 2005 and 2013 when it was still played
on clay, accused the combustible Australian of “lacking
respect” for serving underarm in the 2019 match which
Kyrgios won in three sets.

Kyrgios described the Spaniard as “super salty”.
Nadal went on to win a bad-tempered Wimbledon duel

in which Kyrgios speared a ball at the 19-time major win-
ner and criticised what he perceived to be his rival’s
pedestrian pace of play.

This time around in Acapulco, the two are in separate
halves of the draw with Nadal starting against compatriot
Pablo Andujar and Kyrgios facing Ugo Humbert of France.

Mums net: Shvedova joins tennis mothers
Multiple Grand Slam title winners Serena Williams,

Victoria Azarenka and Kim Clijsters are probably the best
known of tennis mums on tour.

They have now been joined by Kazakhstan’s Yaroslava
Shvedova who returned to the WTA Tour in Qatar on
Sunday after an absence of almost three years in which

she gave birth to twins. The 32-year-old was a top 30
player in 2016 and won two Grand Slam women’s doubles
titles. Her comeback in Doha was short-lived, losing to
Germany’s Laura Siegemund 6-3, 6-2 but there plenty of
other mums on tour from whom to take encouragement. As
well as Williams, Clijsters and Azarenka, India’s Sania
Mirza, Mandy Minella of Luxembourg and former US
Open and Wimbledon runner-up Vera Zvonareva have all
returned to the pro ranks after starting families.

World rankings:
ATP

1. Novak Djokovic (SRB) 9,720 points, 2. Rafael Nadal
(ESP) 9,395, 3. Roger Federer (SUI) 7,130, 4. Dominic
Thiem (AUT) 7,045, 5. Daniil Medvedev (RUS) 5,890, 6.
Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE) 4,745, 7. Alexander Zverev (GER)
3,885, 8. Matteo Berrettini (ITA) 2,860, 9. Gael Monfils
(FRA) 2,860, 10. David Goffin (BEL) 2,555

WTA
1. Ashleigh Barty (AUS) 8,367 points, 2. Simona Halep

(ROM) 6,076, 3. Karolina Pliskova (CZE) 5,200, 4. Bianca
Andreescu (CAN) 4,665 (+1), 5. Sofia Kenin (USA) 4,490
(+2), 6. Kiki Bertens (NED) 4,335 (+2), 7. Elina Svitolina
(UKR) 4,301 (-1), 8. Serena Williams (USA) 3,915 (+1), 9.
Belinda Bencic (SUI) 3,875 (-5), 10. Naomi Osaka (JPN)
3,625. — AFP
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