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SYDNEY: Defending champions Australia
returned from the brink of elimination to pip
Sri Lanka but India underlined their title cre-
dentials with their second successive victory
in the Women’s Twenty20 World Cup in Perth
yesterday.

Australia were stunned by India in Friday’s
tournament opener and the hosts looked patchy
again as they edged out Sri Lanka by five wick-
ets to keep alive their hopes of a fifth title.

Later at the same WACA Ground, India were
much more clinical in their 18-run victory
against Bangladesh. Sri Lanka captain Chamari
Atapattu had led from the front with a belliger-
ent 50 to help her team post 122-6 after elect-
ing to bat.

Free-scoring Atapattu smacked two sixes and
seven boundaries in her entertaining 38-ball
innings before falling to Nicola Carey (2-18).
Umesha Thimashini (20), Anushka Sanjeewani
(25) and Nilakshi de Silva (18) were unable to
convert their good starts into match-winning
contributions.

Australia, in reply, ran into trouble early and
were reeling at 10-3 in the fourth over after
Alyssa Healy, Ashleigh Gardner and Beth
Mooney departed in quick succession. It was
the 95-run stand between Rachael Haynes (60)
and skipper Meg Lanning (41 not out) that res-
cued the hosts.

Sri Lanka did not help their own cause by
dropping Haynes and burning their reviews
which meant they could not challenge the not-
out decision after Lanning had edged behind.
“World Cup tournaments aren’t easy. You have
to keep winning, that’s the nature of the beast,”
player-of-the-match Haynes said after Australia
won with three balls to spare.

“I’m sure there were a couple of nerves today
but to be able to get over the line right at the
end will hopefully create some momentum for
the rest of the tournament.” 

Put into bat in the later match, India posted
a competit ive 142-6 with opener Shafal i
Verma putting on a six-hitting display in her
17-ball blitz.

Playing without regular partner Smriti
Mandhana, who missed the match with fever, the
16-year-old sensation Verma smashed four sixes
before falling for 39. Captain Harmanpreet Kaur
disappointed again but Jemima Rodrigues
scored a breezy 34 and Veda Krishnamurthy
made a quickfire 20 not out even though the
150-mark eluded India.

Poonam Yadav’s 4-19 had destroyed Australia
on Friday and the 28-year-old tormened
Bangladesh too with her loopy leg-breaks to
claim 3-18. Opener Murshida Khatun (30) and
Nigar Sultana (35) batted fluently but
Bangladesh could never really accelerate and
eventually managed 124-8. — Reuters

Australia avert
elimination, India
dominate Bangladesh

SCOREBOARD

India 1st innings 165 (A. Rahane 46; K. Jamieson 4-39, T.
Southee 4-49)
New Zealand 1st innings 348 (K. Williamson 89, R.
Taylor 44, K. Jamieson 44; I. Sharma 5-68, R. Ashwin 3-
99)
India 2nd innings (overnight 144-4)
P. Shaw c Latham b Boult 14
M. Agarwal c Watling b Southee 58
C. Pujara b Boult 11
V. Kohli c Watling b Boult 19
A. Rahane c Watling b Boult 29
H. Vihari b Southee 15
R. Pant c Boult b Southee 25
R. Ashwin lbw Soutee 4
I. Sharma lbw de Grandhomme 12
M. Shami not out 2
J. Bumrah  c sub (Mitchell) b Southee 0
Extras (w2) 2
Total (all out, 81 overs) 191
Fall of wickets: 1-27 (Shaw), 2-78 (Pujara), 3-96
(Agarwal), 4-113 (Kohli), 5-148 (Rahane), 6-148 (Vihari),
7-162 (Ashwin), 8-189 (Sharma), 9-191 (Pant), 10-191
(Bumrah)
Bowling: Southee 21-6-61-5, Boult 22-8-39-4, de
Grandhomme 16-5-28-1, Jamieson 19-7-45-0 (2w),
Patel 3-0-18-0.

New Zealand 2nd innings
T. Latham not out 7
T. Blundell not out 2
Extras 0
Total (0 wickets, 1.4 overs) 9
Bowling: Sharma 1-0-8-0, Bumrah 0.4-0-1-0
Result: New Zealand won by 10 wickets.

Final New Zealand v India first Test scoreboard on day
four at the Basin Reserve in Wellington yesterday:

New Zealand restore pride by 
thrashing India in first Test

WELLINGTON: With a dark cloud hanging over New
Zealand cricket since last month’s humiliating 3-0 defeat in
Australia, Kane Williamson’s side delivered the perfect
response to their critics with a 10-wicket win over India in
the first Test yesterday.

The victory was New Zealand’s 100th since they began
playing Tests in 1930. It came against a side unbeaten in
their last nine tests and one that had won all seven of their
previous World Test Championship matches.

The return of New Zealand pace spearheads Tim
Southee and Trent Boult and the introduction of 2.03m-tall
debutant Kyle Jamieson proved crucial against the tourists,
also the world’s top-ranked Test side.

They exploited a tricky Basin Reserve wicket to bowl
India out for under 200 twice with Jamieson’s height and
delivery angle providing plenty of problems.

Virat Kohli’s side lost their final six wickets for 47 runs
as Boult and Southee combined to rip through the lower
middle order and then finish off the tail. Southee complet-
ed his 10th five-wicket haul in Tests with 5-61.

Tom Latham finished seven not out while Tom Blundell
was on two as they knocked off the nine runs needed for
victory in just 10 balls after the visitors were dismissed for
191 in their second innings. “It was a great win and to beat
a quality Indian side is very pleasing,” said Southee,
named man of the match for figures of 9-110.

Jamieson’s emergence as a pace bowling threat who
can also bat — he scored 44 in New Zealand’s first innings
— could create some selection issues with Neil Wagner
coming back for the second game starting at Hagley Oval
on Saturday.

“The performance across the board was a very good
one,” captain Williamson told reporters. “We know we
have good days and bad days but guys came back ... and
really focused on the areas we needed to move this team
forward. “That was the most pleasing performance.” 

Kohli held his hand up and conceded his side had not
been good enough but added that it was only one defeat.
“Some people might want it to be the end of the world, but
it’s not. For us it’s a game of cricket,” he said. “We lost and
we move on, we keep our heads high.”

On the plus side for the visitors, Ishant Sharma took 5-
68 in New Zealand’s first innings after returning from a
torn ankle ligament and was especially effective when they

reduced the hosts to 225-7 on day three.
India had started the day on 144-4, still 39 runs behind,

and their hopes of setting a decent target rested with the
last recognised batsmen — vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane
and Hanuma Vihari — seeing out the first session
unscathed. But Boult, in his second over, enticed an edge
from Rahane when he was on 29 and wicketkeeper BJ
Watling completed an easy catch. Vihari had not added to
his overnight score of 15 when he was bowled by Southee
in the next over.

Southee then had Ravichandran Ashwin trapped in
front for four to reduce India to 162-7.

After taking India past New Zealand’s first innings with
a four off Jamieson, Ishant (12) was then trapped in front
by Colin de Grandhomme in the next over before Southee
had Rishabh Pant caught by Boult at fine leg for 25.

Southee wrapped up the innings on the sixth delivery
with the second new ball when Jasprit Bumrah was caught
in the slips for a duck. Kohli said being dismissed for 165 in
the first innings had been crucial.

“As a batting unit we take pride in being competitive,
but we weren’t,” he said. “Even scoring 220-230 would’ve
been good. That first innings put us behind and then the
lead put us under more pressure.” — Reuters

Victory was N Zealand’s 100th since playing Tests in 1930

WELLINGTON: India’s Ishant Sharma plays a shot during day four of the first Test cricket match between New
Zealand and India at the Basin Reserve in Wellington yesterday. — AFP

DHAKA: Mushfiqur Rahim hit his third Test double
century as Bangladesh declared their first innings with
a lead of 295 yesterday in their one-off match against
Zimbabwe. Bangladesh ended their innings on 560 for
six in the final session before spinner Nayeem Hasan
then claimed two wickets in two balls in the first over
in Dhaka.

The visitors reached nine for two at stumps on the
third day, still needing 286 runs to make Bangladesh bat
again on a wearing pitch at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium. Mushfiqur, who became the became the high-
est run-scorer for Bangladesh in Tests, hit an unbeaten
203, while skipper Mominul Haque made 132, after the
hosts resumed on 240 for three.

Mushfiqur and Mominul added 222 for the fourth
wicket, while wicketkeeper-batsman Liton Das made 53
to give the hosts their highest-ever total against
Zimbabwe. Mominul declared the innings soon after
Mushfiqur reached the 200-run mark after Ainsley
Ndlovu past extra cover for a boundary. Nayeem struck
with the second ball of the innings, bowling Prince
Masvaure for a duck, before dismissing nightwatchman
Doland Tiripano.

Bangladesh made Zimbabwe wait until the second
session of the day for their first success, when Ndlovu
took a brilliant reflex catch off his own bowling to dis-
miss Mominul. Mominul had brought up his ninth Test

hundred off 156 balls, joining teammate Tamim Iqbal as
Bangladesh’s most prolific century-makers in the five-
day format.

Mominul, unbeaten on 79 overnight, struck 14 fours
in his 234-ball innings — his first hundred since
becoming Bangladesh Test captain in November.
Mushfiqur, who resumed on 32, was one run short of his
century at lunch but did not take long after the break to
bring up his hundred, cutting Ndlovu for a boundary
through cover point.

Ndlovu removed Mohammad Mithun for 17 to give
Zimbabwe hope and slow the Bangladeshi scoring rate.
Mithun got a bottom edge as he tried to cut Ndlovu as
wicketkeeper Regis Chakabva took his fourth catch of

the innings.
Liton fell to off-spinner Sikandar Raza trying to cut

a ball that was too close to his body as Zimbabwe
wicketkeeper Regis Chakabva completed his fifth catch
in the innings. After Liton’s dismissal, it was Mushfiqur
all over as the senior Bangladesh campaigner attacked
in pursuit of his double century.

At 195 runs he also overtook Tamim to become
Bangladesh’s highest run-getter. He now has 4,413 runs
from 70 Tests, with Tamim scoring 4,364 from 59.

Zimbabwe skipper Craig Ervine top-scored with
107 in the visitors’ f irst innings of 265, while
Bangladesh paceman Abu Jayed and Nayeem claimed
four wickets each. — AFP

Mushfiqur hits 
double ton to 
corner Zimbabwe

SCOREBOARD

Zimbabwe first innings 265 (C. Ervine 107; Abu Jayed 4-71, Nayeem
Hasan 4-70)
Bangladesh first innings (overnight 240-3, Moninul 79, Mushfiqur 32)
Tamim Iqbal c Chakabva b Tiripano 41
Saif Hasan c Chakabva b Nyauchi 8
Najmul Hossain c Chakabva b Tshuma 71
Mominul Haque c & b Ndlovu 132
Mushfiqur Rahim not out 203
Mohammad Mithun c Chakabva b Ndlovu 17
Liton Das c Chakabva b Sikandar Raza 53
Taijul Islam not out 14
Extras (b8, lb3, nb5, w5) 21
Total (6 wickets dec; 154 overs) 560
Did not bat: Ebadot Hossain, Nayeem Hasan, Abu Jayed
Fall of wickets: 1-18 (Saif), 2-96 (Tamim), 3-172 (Najmul Hossain), 4-

394 (Mominul Haque), 5-421 (Mithun), 6-532 (Liton Das) 
Bowling: Tiripano 30-6-96-1 (nb2, w4), Nyauchi 27-3-87-1 (w1,
nb2), Raza 30-2-111-1 (nb1), Tshuma 25-2-85-1, Ndlovu 42-4-170-2

Zimbabwe second innings
P. Masvaure b Nayeem 0
K. Kasuza not out 8
D. Tiripano c Liton b Nayeem 0
B. Taylor not out 1
Extras 0
Total (2 wickets, five overs) 9
To Bat: C. Ervine, T. Maruma, S. Raza, R. Chakabva, V. Nyauchi, A.
Ndlovu, C. Tshuma
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Masvaure), 2-0 (Tiripano)
Bowling: Nayeem 3-1-4-2, Taijul 2-0-5-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the one-off Test between Bangladesh and Zimbabwe at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Dhaka yesterday:

PARIS: Barcelona moved clear at the top of La Liga,
while Paris Saint-Germain won despite having
Neymar sent off, and the coronavirus wrought havoc
with the Serie A fixture card.

AFP Sport looks at some of the main talking points
from the weekend across Europe:

BARCA WITH EDGE AHEAD OF CLASICO 
Despite political in-fighting and alienating their

star player, Barcelona moved top of La Liga to
leave Real Madrid playing catch-up again ahead of
next weekend’s Clasico. Madrid have been the form
team for the last few months, a 21-match unbeaten
run seemingly putting them in pole position to
become league champions for only the second time
in eight years.

Yet a 1-0 defeat at Levante on Saturday, following
a draw at home to Celta Vigo, has allowed their rivals
back in, with Madrid failing to capitalise on the insta-
bility of Barca, who hammered Eibar 5-0.

Given both teams’ inconsistencies, the Clasico at
the Santiago Bernabeu on Sunday will not prove
decisive. But the psychological impact of a defeat
could be difficult to recover from. 

IS CAVANI THE MAN FOR PSG IN EUROPE? 
While Neymar was sent off in Paris Saint-

Germain’s 4-3 win over Bordeaux, Edinson Cavani
underlined his status as a supporters’ idol by scoring
his 200th PSG goal. The Uruguayan is the club’s
record goal-scorer but has been a bit-part player this

season, behind Mauro Icardi in the pecking order. He
almost left for Atletico Madrid in January.

His goal against Bordeaux was his seventh of the
season on just his ninth start, and maybe the 33-year-
old should be in the starting line-up for their
Champions League last-16 second leg against
Borussia Dortmund on March 11.

“It was a difficult time for me, honestly,” Cavani
said as he reflected on his aborted transfer. Of the
competition with Icardi, he added: “The competition
for places is good, and is just part of football.”

LAZIO MAINTAIN PURSUIT 
AMID CORONAVIRUS FEARS 

A first Serie A title in 20 years remains a real pos-
sibility for Lazio after their 3-2 win at Genoa kept
them within a point of league leaders Juventus. Ciro
Immobile scored his 27th goal of the season in the
win for Lazio, who have won 16 of 20 games in an
unbeaten run stretching back to September.

Juventus beat SPAL 2-1 away, but Inter are now six
points off top spot in third after their game against
Sampdoria was one of four Serie A fixtures post-
poned because of the coronavirus outbreak in north-
ern Italy. Juve are due to host Inter next weekend, but
that game could now be played behind closed doors
as authorities battle to contain the outbreak. 

YES WE CAN 
Teenage starlet Erling Braut Haaland has grabbed

the column inches since arriving at Borussia

Dortmund. However, it is another January arrival in
midfielder Emre Can who appears to have helped
Dortmund address the area which has truly worried
them for seasons now: defensive frailty.

After conceding nine goals in their first five games
after the winter break, Can has established himself at
the heart of Dortmund’s midfield. The German inter-
national was outstanding in the 2-1 win over PSG last
week, but while his physicality has been impressive, it
is his maturity which appears to be the missing piece
of Dortmund’s puzzle.

After Saturday’s 2-0 win over Werder Bremen, the
former Liverpool, Juventus and Bayern Munich player
said: “I am very happy to be here. I settled in very
well in a few weeks and it’s a lot of fun to play here in
Dortmund.”

GALATASARAY CLAIM DERBY HONOURS 
Galatasaray triumphed in Turkey’s most explosive

fixture, crossing the Bosphorus to the Asian side to
beat Fenerbahce 3-1 in the Intercontinental derby,
their first league victory over their rivals since 2014.

A Max Kruse penalty put Fener in front, but Ryan
Donk equalised before Radamel Falcao’s spot-kick
and a Henry Onyekuru strike gave the visitors the vic-
tory. Both sides finished the game with 10 men.

Reigning champions Galatasaray are now in a
three-way tie at the top of Turkey’s Super Lig
alongside Trabzonspor and Sivasspor. Fenerbahce,
whose last title came in 2014, are seven points back
in sixth. — AFP

Five talking points in European football 


