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Farah caught up in
controversy over
2014 London 
Marathon injection
LONDON: Mo Farah repeatedly denied to the
United States Anti-Doping Agency taking a legal
supplement prior to the 2014 London Marathon,
before changing his account once he learned the doc-
tor who injected him had told the investigators he had
taken it, the BBC reported yesterday.

The four-time Olympic champion had been asked
by USADA whether he had been injected with L-car-
nitine, a naturally occurring amino acid, as part of its
investigation into his former coach Alberto Salazar.

The supplement had been obtained through a con-
tact of Salazar’s in Switzerland. As a result of the
overall investigation, Salazar has been banned from
athletics for four years over doping violations.

Two of Salazar’s violations relate to using a banned
method to administer an infusion of L-carnitine. The
US coach, who is appealing against his ban at the
Court of Arbitration for Sport, led the Nike Oregon
Project training group, where Farah was a star name
from 2011-2017.

According to the BBC, Farah — who finished
eighth in what was his first London Marathon in 2014
— was questioned by USADA officials investigating
Salazar for nearly five hours a year after the injections
took place. In a transcript of the interview seen by the
BBC, Farah repeatedly denied he had been injected.

“If someone said that you were taking L-carnitine
injections, are they not telling the truth?” asked a
USADA investigator. Farah replied: “Definitely not
telling the truth, 100 percent. I’ve never taken L-car-
nitine injections at all.”

He is then asked: “Are you sure that Alberto
Salazar hasn’t recommended that you take L-carnitine
injections?” Farah responds: “No, I’ve never taken L-
carnitine injections.” He is asked again: “You’re
absolutely sure that you didn’t have a doctor put a
butterfly needle... into your arm... and inject L-carni-
tine a few days before the London marathon?”

Farah says: “No. No chance.” He then left the room
but returned soon afterwards with a different
account, apparently after speaking with UK Athletics
(UKA) head of distance running Barry Fudge. Fudge
had told USADA the previous day that Farah had
been injected.  Farah then returned to the investiga-
tors and said: “So I just wanted to come clear, sorry
guys, and I did take it at the time and I thought I
didn’t.” He is asked: “So you received L-carnitine...
before the London marathon?” Farah answers:
“Yeah.”

He adds: “There was a lot of talk before... and
Alberto’s always thinking about ‘What’s the best
thing?’ ‘What’s the best thing?’” The USADA investi-
gator then said: “A few days before the race... with...
Alberto present and your doctor (Dr Robin
Chakraverty, then UKA’s chief medical officer) and
Barry Fudge and you’re telling us all about that now
but you didn’t remember any of that when I... kept
asking you about this?” 

Farah responds: “It all comes back for me, but at
the time I didn’t remember.” Farah — who will bid for
a third 10,000 metres Olympic title later this year in
Japan having abandoned his experiment to switch to
the marathon — declined to comment to the BBC but
his lawyers issued a letter. —AFP

Capitals down Penguins in battle for 
first place in Metropolitan Division

WASHINGTON: T.J. Oshie scored the go-ahead goal
midway through the third period Sunday as the
Washington Capitals topped the visiting Pittsburgh
Penguins 5-3 in a battle for first place in the
Metropolitan Division. Oshie’s goal came at 10:40 off a
short-range rebound. Carl Hagelin added an empty-
netter, his second goal of the game. The Capitals, who
snapped a four-game losing streak, moved two points
ahead of Pittsburgh, which has a game in hand. Jakub
Vrana and Tom Wilson also scored for Washington.
Braden Holtby made 32 saves. Patric Hornqvist, Sidney
Crosby and Evgeni Malkin scored for Pittsburgh, which
lost its third straight. Matt Murray made 18 saves.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 6, DUCKS 5 (OT)
Shea Theodore scored the winning goal with 1:10

remaining in overtime and William Karlsson had a hat
trick as visiting Vegas won its sixth consecutive game
in defeating Anaheim. Karlsson snapped a 20-game
drought without a goal for his third career hat trick.
Mark Stone finished with four assists for Vegas, which
has the longest active winning streak in the NHL. Max
Pacioretty added two assists and Malcolm Subban fin-
ished with 25 saves. Adam Henrique and Nick Ritchie
each had two goals and two assists, while Devin Shore
also scored for Anaheim, which lost its fourth straight
game. Gibson stopped 22 of 28 shots.

ISLANDERS 4, SHARKS 1
Anders Lee scored twice for New York, which

moved back into sole possession of a wild-card spot
in the Eastern Conference by beating visiting San
Jose in Uniondale, NY. The win was the second
straight following a four-game losing streak for the
Islanders, who snapped a three-way tie for the two
wild-card spots with the idle Carolina Hurricanes
and Columbus Blue Jackets. The Sharks fell to 0-3-0
on a four-game East Coast trip.

SABRES 2, JETS 1
Kyle Okposo scored both goals, rookie goalie Jonas

Johansson recorded his first NHL victory and Buffalo
beat visiting Winnipeg. Okposo netted markers in the
first and third periods and stretched his point streak to
four games — four goals and one assist — in the five
games since his return from a six-game absence. An
American Hockey League All-Star this season for the
Rochester Americans, Johansson won for the first time
by making 25 saves in his third career start.

OILERS 4, KINGS 2
Connor McDavid delivered a goal and two assists in

his return to the ice, helping Edmonton over host Los
Angeles. McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins and Josh Archibald scored for the Oilers, while
Anze Kopitar and Dustin Brown had goals for the
Kings. McDavid looked like he hadn’t missed a step
during his time on the injured list. The 23-year-old cen-
ter, who missed six games with a quadriceps injury sus-
tained Feb. 8 against the Nashville Predators, logged 19
minutes, 22 seconds of ice time and had six shots on
goal along with his three points.

FLAMES 4, RED WINGS 2
Andrew Mangiapane scored two goals, Sean

Monahan had a goal and an assist and Calgary began a
five-game road trip with a victory over Detroit. Johnny
Gaudreau also scored for the Flames while Noah
Hanifin had two assists. David Rittich made 27 saves to
pick up the victory. Facing the club with the NHL’s
worst record, the Flames never trailed.

BLUES 4, WILD 1
Oskar Sundqvist scored a goal and set up another as

visiting St. Louis defeated Minnesota. Jordan Kyrou,
Brayden Schenn and Ivan Barbashev also scored for

the Western Conference-leading Blues, who have
allowed just two goals during a four-game winning
streak. Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington made 32
saves to win this third consecutive start.

STARS 2, BLACKHAWKS 1
Tyler Seguin scored the go-ahead goal late in the

second period as Dallas skated past visiting Chicago.
Joe Pavelski also tallied and Anton Khudobin made 31
saves for Dallas, which improved to 6-1-1 in its past
eight games. Rookie Dominik Kubalik scored and
Corey Crawford made 31 saves and even stopped a
penalty shot for the Blackhawks, who dropped to 3-7-2
in their past dozen games. — Reuters

WASHINGTON: Sidney Crosby #87 of the Pittsburgh Penguins in action against the Washington Capitals at Capital
One Arena in Washington, DC. — AFP

Theodore nets winner in OT as Knights top Duck

Fury prepares 
for hero’s return
LONDON:  Tyson Fury will return to Britain hailed as a
hero after his demolition of Deontay Wilder completed a
remarkable redemption story as anticipation grows over
an all-British unification bout against Anthony Joshua.

The self-styled “Gypsy King” brought Wilder’s five-
year reign as WBC heavyweight champion to a dramatic
halt in the seventh round of their rematch in Las Vegas
Saturday.

It is an astonishing comeback for the 31-year-old, who
battled depression, drink and drug problems that threat-
ened to end his career in the years after he beat Wladimir
Klitschko for the WBA, IBF and WBO belts in 2015.

The controversial British heavyweight has made no
secret about his battles with mental health issues and
cocaine use and said at one stage he considered suicide.
Fury’s licence to box was suspended by the British
Boxing Board of Control in 2016 pending further investi-
gation into “anti-doping and medical issues”.

He was cleared to fight again in December 2017 by
UK Anti-Doping (UKAD) after accepting a backdated
two-year ban for testing positive for the banned steroid
nandrolone. At one point the boxer, named after fearsome
former undisputed world heavyweight champion Mike
Tyson, was drinking 18 pints of beer a day with whisky
and vodka chasers.

“When you have a goal in mind from being a child —
and you achieve it... I was lost, I didn’t know what to do,”
he told the Joe Rogan podcast in 2018. “When I was an
amateur I used to watch Wladimir Klitschko on TV and
he was my target, when I beat him, that was my Everest.

“I tried retiring, but it wasn’t enough. I tried golfing,
clay-pigeon shooting, 4x4-ing, strip clubs but I had an
emptiness inside.” 

SUICIDAL THOUGHTS 
Fury’s weight ballooned to 28 stone (178 kilograms)

and his mental state spiralled out of control to the extent
that he considered ending his own life. “I would start
thinking these crazy thoughts,” he said. “I bought a
brand new Ferrari convertible in the summer of 2016. I
was in it on the highway and at the bottom, I got the car
up to 190mph and heading towards a bridge.

“I didn’t care about nothing, I just wanted to die so
bad. I gave up on life, but as I was heading to the bridge
I heard a voice saying, ‘No, don’t do this Tyson, think
about your kids, your family, your sons and daughter
growing up without a dad.’”

In his autobiography “Behind The Mask” he thanks
his wife Paris, whom he met as a teenager, for sticking
with him through the bad times. “I can’t really put into
words how much it means to me that Paris stuck with me
and the pain it causes me when I look back to how low I
brought her, because she didn’t deserve it,” he wrote.
Fury has found himself helping others who find them-
selves in desperate circumstances.

“A random stranger came to my house tonight and told
me he was about to commit suicide but that he needed to
speak to me first before he did it,” he revealed to his
social media followers in December.

“So, obviously me being me I talked him out of it and
took him on a three-mile run. He left as happy as Larry
and it seems to have worked.” While his openness and
honesty have earned him plaudits, he has attracted criti-
cism for his controversial comments on issues including
homosexuality and the role of women.

Fury has said his outspoken remarks are linked to

racism he  experienced due to his Irish Traveller back-
ground. “I went into the paid ranks off the back of an
amateur career during which I was aware of racism
against travellers,” he said in his autobiography.

“I felt I had to act out a role to seek publicity and to do
that I had to be controversial and shock people with how I
talked.” Fury and Joshua’s promoter Eddie Hearn are both
expecting Wilder, who has a re-match clause, to ask for a
third fight with Fury but Hearn is impatient to stage “the
biggest fight in the history of the sport”. “No need for a
third let’s go straight to it in the summer!” he tweeted.
Fury’s feats have captured the imagination of a nation. He
is potentially one fight away from immortality. — AFP

Tyson Fury

Ewan sprints 
to victory 
on UAE Tour
HATTA: Australian Caleb Ewan sprinted to victory in
the second stage of the UAE Tour yesterday, taking the
overall lead in the process, while Chris Froome was
dropped by the peloton.

The 25-year-old Ewan, who also won two stages on
the Tour Down Under earlier this year, edged out
Irishman Sam Bennett on the up-hill climb at the finish
to take the win at Hatta Dam for a second straight year.

“We thought today’s stage was going to be harder,
but because there was no wind, it turned out fairly
easy,” said Ewan. The Australian took the lead in the
general classification as first-stage winner Pascal
Ackermann fell away on the penultimate climb.

Four-time Tour de France winner Froome, racing for
the first time since a horror crash during training at the
Criterium du Dauphine last June, was dropped by the
leaders eight kilometres from the finish, ending 111th at
3min 46sec.

Frenchman Arnaud Demare was third on the day
after the 168km ride from Hatta to Hatta Dam.
Tuesday’s 184km third stage ends with a challenging
final climb of 10.6km, with a seven percent average
gradient, at Jebel Hafeet.

Second-stage results:
1. Caleb Ewan (AUS/LOT) 168km in 4hr 18min 16se,

2. Sam Bennett (IRL/DEC) at 2sec, 3. Arnaud Demare
(FRA/FDJ) 4sec, 4. Diego Ulissi (ITA/UAE) same time,
5. Rick Zabel (GER/ICA) s.t., 6. Andrea Vendrame
(ITA/ALM) s.t., 7. Luka Mezgec (SLO/MIT) s.t., 8.
Adam Yates (GBR/MIT) s.t. , 9. Tadej Pogacar
(SLO/UAE) s.t., 10. David Gaudu (FRA/FDJ) s.t.

General classification
1. Caleb Ewan (AUS/Lotto) 7hrs 47min 19sec, 2. Sam

Bennett (IRL/DEC) at 12sec, 3. Arnaud Demare
(FRA/FDJ) 16sec, 4. Nikolay Cherkasov (RUS/GAZ)
17sec, 5. Alexey Lutsenko (KAZ/AST) 19sec, 6. Luka
Mezgec (SLO/MIT) 20sec, 7. Andrea Vendrame
(ITA/ALM) same time, 8. Rick Zabel (GER/ICA) s.t., 9.
Wilco Kelderman (NED/SUN) s.t., 10. David Gaudu
(FRA/FDJ) s.t.

Selected:
18. Adam Yates (GBR/MIT) 20sec, 106. Chris

Froome (GBR/INE) 4min 2.124sec, Mark Cavendish
(GBR/BAH) 7:21. — AFP

HATTA: Caleb Ewan of Lotto-Soudal cycling team waves
as he poses holding the stage winner trophy after win-
ning the second stage of the UAE Cycling Tour from
Hatta to Hatta Dam yesterday. — AFP

India to host 
Commonwealth 
shooting event
LONDON: India will host a Commonwealth
archery and shooting championships six months
ahead of the 2022 Commonwealth Games, which
are being held in the British city of Birmingham.

The Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF)
said the event in Chandigarh in January 2022 and
the main Games would be separately organised
and funded. But a week after the Birmingham
closing ceremony it will issue a medal table
including the Chandigarh results “as a further and
final legitimate ranking of competing nations and
territories from the respective competitions”.

Birmingham decided not to include shooting or
archery in its programme for the 2022 Games,
which will take place from July 27 to August 7.
India, which has a good record in shooting at the
Commonwealth Games, initially threatened to
boycott the Games but dropped that threat in
December.

CGF president Dame Louise Martin said: “I am
delighted that we have approved India’s ambitious
proposal to host a Commonwealth archery and
shooting championships in Chandigarh during 2022.

“Commonwealth archery and shooting athletes
now have an unprecedented opportunity to com-
pete in an elite event that will showcase the very
best of Commonwealth sport and add value to the
Commonwealth sports movement.” The
Commonwealth is an association of 54 countries,
largely made up of former British colonies. — AFP


