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Fe a t u r e s

This handout photo provided by Big Hit Entertainment yesterday shows K-pop group BTS members attending a press conference to
promote their fourth album “Map of the Soul: 7” in Seoul. — AFP photos

This handout photo shows K-pop group BTS members posing for a photo before a press conference to promote their fourth album
“Map of the Soul: 7” in Seoul.

Puerto Rican singer Ricky Martin performs during the 61st Vina del Mar
International Song Festival in Vina del Mar, Chile. — AFP 

South Korea’s coronavirus outbreak forced K-pop
superstars BTS to livestream a conference promoting
their new album from an empty hall yesterday, with

members urging fans to take care of themselves. The coun-
try has so far confirmed more than 800 cases of the novel
coronavirus, by far the largest national total outside China,
the origin of the disease.

In light of the outbreak BTS streamed the conference on

Youtube, the band’s management said, with the seven mem-
bers waving and bowing to a virtually empty hall and
answering previously selected questions from journalists.
“Health is always on our mind these days and our messages
of facing your inner self and loving yourself is ultimately
possible when you’re healthy,” said singer Jimin. “Especially
since it is very risky outside these days, I hope you take
care of your health.” BTS-or Bangtan Sonyeondan, which

translates as Bulletproof Boy Scouts-are the first K-pop
group to top charts in the US and Britain.

Their latest effort was given a simultaneous worldwide
release online on Friday, unleashing a flood of BTS chatter
on social media. “Map of the Soul: 7” was the most pre-
ordered South Korean album of all time, with more than
four million copies sold before its release. The group had
rolled out a 30-second preview “ON” exclusively on

TikTok Thursday, momentarily causing the short-form
video app to crash.

BTS has topped the Billboard 200 on three occasions-a
record for a South Korean group-and if their new album
becomes number one, they will become the first group to
lead the chart on four occasions in two years since the
Beatles. — AFP

Paramount’s adventure comedy “Sonic the Hedgehog”
clung to a narrow lead in the North American box
office this weekend, taking in an estimated $26.3 mil-

lion, industry watcher Exhibitor Relations reported
Sunday. “Sonic,” starring Jim Carrey as the villainous Dr.
Robotnik, recounts the adventures of a turbocharged blue
hedgehog with supersonic speed. Films based on video
games rarely excel at the box office, but this one set a
record for the genre with its $58 million opening last
weekend. 

20th Century’s new adventure film “The Call of the
Wild,” starring Harrison Ford, placed second, taking in
$24.8 million for the Friday-to-Sunday period. The story
of a man and a surprisingly realistic, computer-generated
sled dog is loosely based on the 1903 Jack London classic,
set in the wilds of Alaska and Canada’s Klondike region. In
third place, down one spot from last week, was Warner
Bros. superhero film “Birds of Prey,” at $7 million. Margot
Robbie stars as former Joker girlfriend Harley Quinn.

Fourth spot went to new supernatural horror film
“Brahms: The Boy II,” from STX Entertainment, at $5.9
million. Katie Holmes stars in the frightfest-a sequel to
2016’s “The Boy”-about a porcelain doll with an innocent
face but sinister powers. And in fifth was Sony’s action
comedy “Bad Boys for Life,” with Will Smith and Martin
Lawrence as wise-cracking Miami narcotics detectives. It
took in $5.8 million, pushing its global total so far to $391
million.
Rounding out the top 10 were:
“1917” ($4.4 million)
“Fantasy Island” ($4.2 million)
“Parasite” ($3.1 million)
“Jumanji: The Next Level” ($3 million)
“The Photograph” ($2.8 million) —AFP  

Thousands of protesters armed with stones, sticks
and Molotov cocktails clashed with police
Sunday as Latin America’s biggest music festival

opened, in the latest spurt of a four-month old wave of
grassroots anger over economic inequality and other
grievances. Police blocked the entrance to a park
where the festival was being held in Vina del Mar, a
seaside resort about 120 kilometers (75 miles) west of
Santiago.

Officers used a helicopter and a balloon with sur-
veillance cameras and drove back the protesters with
water cannon and tear gas. “Vandals and criminals are
trying to do damage just four blocks from the entrance
to the festival. But everything is under control,” Jorge
Martinez, the Valparaiso regional governor, told the 24-
hour state news channel. After failing to get into the
festival grounds, protesters attacked nearby shops and
the renowned O’Higgins Hotel where many festival

artists usually stay. Tear gas drifting through the hotel
forced many guests to flee. The protesters also burned
at least seven vehicles.

Despite the official optimism, the festival’s tradition-
al Hollywood-style red carpet opening, one of Chile’s
most watched televised events, was canceled. The
crowd was able to enter three and a half hours before
the start of the show after filing through two security
fences erected in at least four blocks around the park.

Multiple Grammy-winner Ricky Martin opened the
show. After a two-hour set, he asked Chileans not to
remain silent and to demand what they deserve with
“love and peace.” “That (Chileans) express themselves,
that they demand the basics, human rights, is basic, we
don’t ask for anything. I am with you Chile, never silent,
always with love and peace,” said the 48-year-old
Puerto Rican singer.

Hours earlier, at a press conference, Martin said it

was “important to let the leaders of our countries know
what we need, provided we do so in an orderly man-
ner.” At the height of the protests, the singer addressed
a message to Chile’s President Sebastian Pinera on
social media: “You have to know that the will of a peo-
ple is respected, is obeyed, is fulfilled. Listen to your
people.”

Since authorities announced a modest hike in metro
fares in the capital Santiago on October 18, more than
30 people have died in protests which mushroomed in
an outlet for wider discontent over social and econom-
ic inequality and rejection of conservative billionaire
Pinera and his government. A nationwide referendum
on changing the constitution, which dates back to the
era of military dictator Augusto Pinochet in the 70s
and 80s, is set for April. — AFP

Members of the Viradouro samba school perform during the
first night of Rio’s carnival parade at the Sambadrome in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil. — AFP photos

A member of the Grande Rio samba school performs.

A member of the Grande Rio samba school performs. Members of the Mangueira samba school perform.

Members of the Viradouro samba school perform.Members of the Viradouro samba school perform.

Members of the Viradouro samba school perform.


