
KUWAIT: Turkish Airlines’ AnadoluJet
brand goes global on March 29 with
the launch of new international flights
from Istanbul Sabiha Gokcen Airport.
The move was announced during the
pre-launch event held at JW Marriott
Hotel in Kuwait with attendance of over
100 representatives from the travel
industry.

Set to carry its service quality
abroad, the airline’s expanded flight
network will include 14 weekly flights
from/to Sabiha Gokcen at affordable
fares. The service will be available from
KWD 48 between Istanbul Sabiha
Gokcen Airport and Kuwait
International Airport respectively.

Since its inception in 2008,
AnadoluJet has provided more than 100
million passengers with affordable, and
comfortable flights between Turkey’s
domestic airports.  Operating its flights
with experienced Turkish Airlines cabin
and cockpit crew, AnadoluJet will intro-
duce international routes covering 27
destinations in 17 countries, taking its
total 70 destinations in 20 countries. 

With its fleet size also set to reach
57 aircraft, the brand will continue to
grow abroad while offering affordabili-
ty alongside the high quality standards,
which Turkish Airlines is globally
renowned for. This includes compli-
mentary onboard catering by Turkish

DO&CO, free baggage allowance (20
kg checked plus 8kg cabin), as well as
other advantageous additional services
to make passengers’ travel experiences
convenient, and comfortable.
Additionally, AnadoluJet’s entire opera-
tional processes, from ground services
to technical maintenance, will be cov-
ered by Turkish Airlines’ stamp of
approval.

Speaking at the press conference,
Senior Vice President of Regional
Flights at Turkish Airlines and Head of
AnadoluJet, Said Samil Karakas, stated;
“To this day, Turkish Airlines has car-
ried millions of passengers to four cor-
ners of the world. From March 29
onwards, AnadoluJet will carry the
world-renowned quality of its parent
brand with its new international expan-
sion by opening its doors to Kuwait
and a number of abroad flight points as
well. This expansion will allow us to
offer our warm and welcoming Turkish
hospitality to more passengers while
providing them with affordable and
comfortable travel options.”

“We redesigned our AnadoluJet
brand to become a meeting point of
worldwide passengers with its new
international expansion, just like its
namesake Anatolia, the land that has
long been the connecting point of
numerous civilizations throughout his-

tory. I believe that after connecting
Anatolia from one corner to another,
AnadoluJet will successfully link cities
of the world with its highly advanta-
geous flight options,” he added.

With its aircraft consisting solely of
the economy class configuration,
AnadoluJet will increase its passenger
capacity by 22 per cent, offering an
additional 1.2 million seats to more
travellers at affordable fares.
Moreover, new flight planning will
offer 30 per cent better connectivity
to domestic and international routes.
Tickets for the new flights will be
available from 29 March via
AnadoluJet’s and Turkish Airlines’
sales channels.

Direct flights from Kuwait is
scheduled as:

•  Kuwait - Izmir flights depart at
22:25 every Thursday between
18.06.2020 and 10.09.2020.

•  Kuwait - Antalya flights depart at
22:25 every Tuesday and Sunday
between 07.06.2020 and 15.09.2020.

•  Kuwait - Trabzon flights depart at
22:25 every Monday, Wednesday and
Saturday between 18.05.2020 and
19.09.2020.

•  Kuwait - Bodrum flights depart at
22:25 every Friday between 19.06.2020
and 11.09.2020.
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AnadoluJet serves Kuwait and beyond 
with its new international flights 

14 weekly flights from Kuwait to Istanbul and direct flights to Bodrum, Antalya and Trabzon 

KFH continues to 
serve customers 
during holiday
KUWAIT:  Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
continues to offer round the clock services
for its customers in Kuwait and overseas dur-
ing national days holiday. Customers can use
KFH services through its KFHonline that
offers a wide range of eservices, in addition
to the alternative channels KFH Go, XTM,
Mobi Baitak, Call Center and the 24/7 branch
at the Kuwait International Airport.

The self-banking station (KFH Go) allows
customers to conduct their transactions and
perform many banking services in minutes in
a very modern way using advanced tools
through visual and audio communication
options; conference call with KFH staff who
are always available and ready to answer all
customers’ questions. Customers can pur-
chase and receive Gold biscuits (10grams)
and instant cheque printing through KFH Go
smart branches. 

KFH has uniquely rolled out innovative
services that can be completed online and via
mobile using robotics, AI, XTMs and the
smart branches KFH Go. This contributed to
adding value to the customer’s experience,
confirming that the easy banking services
encourage customers to use KFHOnline in
their transactions. KFH offers online financial
solutions, including local and telex financial
transfers, opening deposits, adding benefici-
aries, balance inquiry, cheque book request,
opening KFH gold account, conducting gold

transactions (purchase, sell and trade),
requesting financing, opening an account,
applying for Al-Khair card, and checking the
PINs for credit and debit cards.

Moreover, the Call Center will be ready to
receive calls from customers and will work
relentlessly to overcome any issues that might
face customers in Kuwait and overseas dur-
ing the holiday.

In addition, KFH continues to offer its IVR
service on 1803333 that is available through-
out the day. Customers can call to make
account transactions, ask for financial trans-
action, pay bills, purchase cards to recharge
cell phone, and other services. Further, cus-
tomers can take advantage of KFH’s ATM
machines that offer a plethora of services.
KFH offers Mobi Baitok vehicles that serve as
mobile branches that allow people to deposit
and withdraw cash in addition to other bank-
ing transactions. 

KFH has additional technical privileges,

such as allowing customers to conduct sever-
al banking transactions through smart phones
on kfhonline application. 

Most small firms 
in China yet to 
reopen after 
virus outbreak
BEIJING: Most small businesses in China
have yet to reopen and are struggling with
supply chain obstructions after the new
coronavirus epidemic triggered a national
shutdown, officials said yesterday.

Authorities extended January’s Lunar
New Year holiday and ordered the clo-
sure of schools, factories and railways to
try and halt the spread of the outbreak,
which has killed more than 2,500 people. 

Some industries have since resumed
operations but only around three in 10
small and medium-sized enterprises were
back to work, industry ministry
spokesman Tian Yulong said yesterday. 

Ongoing transport disruptions make
it hard for workers to travel and has
prevented the shipment of raw materi-
als, he added.

Officials pledged finance and aid for
smaller enterprises yesterday, including
preferential tax treatment for transport,
catering and tourism businesses. 

Key industries dominated by larger
firms appeared to be in stronger shape.  

Cong Liang, an official at China’s top
economic planning agency, said the steel
industry was operating at nearly 70 per-
cent capacity while rail freight had almost
returned to normal. Small and medium-
sized businesses account for around 60
percent of China’s economy, and the cru-
cial sector is reeling from the impact of
the global public health crisis.

At least six in 10 small firms risked run-
ning out of cash to cover regular pay-
ments in the next two months, the
Economic Daily state media outlet report-
ed last week, citing a survey by a national
representative body for small business. 

President Xi Jinping said Sunday the
overall economic impact of the virus
would be “short-term” and manageable.
But economists have forecast a significant
hit to overall growth, with Moody’s
Analytics revising full-year GDP projec-
tions down from 6.1 to 5.4 percent-the
lowest rate in three decades. — AFP 

Primark owner: 
Virus threatens 
clothing supplies
LONDON: Primark owner Associated British
Foods warned yesterday there was a risk of
shortages of some clothing lines later this
year if delays in factory production in China
are prolonged because of the coronavirus.
The virus has killed 2,442 and infected 76,936
people in China, and slowed growth in the
world’s second largest economy.

AB Foods, which sources more than 40
percent of Primark’s product from China, said
it typically builds inventories in advance of
Chinese New Year, meaning it is well stocked
for several months and does not expect any

short-term impact. The group, which main-
tained its overall financial guidance for the
full 2019-20 year, said it was working closely
with its suppliers in China to assess the
impact of the virus on their factories and
supply chains and their ability to fulfil its cur-
rent orders.

“If delays to factory production are pro-
longed, the risk of supply shortages on some
lines later this financial year increases,” it
said. “We are assessing mitigating strategies,
including a step up in production from exist-
ing suppliers in other regions.”

Shares in AB Foods, the majority of which
are owned by the family of CEO George
Weston, were down 2 percent at 0906 GMT,
paring gains over the last year to 9.5 percent.

Shares in British clothing rivals Next and
Marks & Spencer were down 2.5 percent and
3.8 percent respectively. Finance director
John Bason said Primark was talking to sup-
pliers in Bangladesh, Cambodia, Vietnam,

Turkey and eastern Europe to fill the potential
gap, although he said some items manufac-
tured in China could not be replicated.

“There are in accessories or whatever,
areas like that, that China is very good at that
are harder to source from elsewhere...So I’m
not guaranteeing that we can replace all of
the shortfall from China,” he told Reuters. AB
Foods also owns major sugar, grocery, ingre-
dients and agriculture arms. Several of its
food businesses have operations in China. It
said the China sugar processing campaign
was completed in January before the coron-
avirus outbreak developed significantly.

However, its AB Mauri, AB Agri and
Ovaltine factories are operating at reduced
capacity because of labor and logistics con-
straints caused by the virus outbreak. Bason
said the impact was not material to the overall
group. For its first half to Feb. 29, AB Foods
forecast sales and operating profit ahead of
the previous year. — Reuters 

Canada’s Teck 
withdraws 
controversial 
oil sands project
MONTREAL, Canada: Canada’s Teck
Resources said Sunday it had withdrawn
its application to develop a giant oil
sands mine in western Alberta, a contro-
versial project which the federal govern-
ment had been set to vote on this week.

The Frontier project would have cost
about Can$20 billion ($15 billion) and
had been expected to produce 260,000
barrels of oil per day. But its impact on
the environment had been denounced by
environmentalists and the region’s
indigenous population: mine production
would have generated 4.1 million tons of
carbon dioxide a year, according to a
study by the Impact Assessment Agency
of Canada.

The Vancouver-based natural
resources company said in a press
release it had sent a letter to the envi-
ronment minister explaining its decision.

“We are disappointed to have arrived
at this point,” said Teck CEO Don

Lindsay in his letter to the government.
“Teck put forward a socially and envi-
ronmentally responsible project that was
industry leading and had the potential to
create significant benefits for
Canadians,” he wrote, adding his com-
pany sought to balance economic devel-
opment with environmental respect.

Lindsay said investors and consumers
increasingly want a framework in place
that reconciles resources development
and climate change. “This does not yet
exist here today and, unfortunately, the
growing debate around this issue has
placed Frontier and our company
squarely at the nexus of much broader
issues that need to be resolved,”
Lindsay said.

“In that context, it is now evident
that there is no constructive path for-
ward for the project.”

Environment Minister Jonathan
Wilkinson and Natural  Resources
Minister Seamus O’Regan said they
appreciated that Teck had made a “dif-
ficult decision.” “A strong economy and
clean environment must go hand in
hand. As Teck has rightly pointed out,
and as many in the industry know,
global investors and consumers are
increasingly looking for the cleanest
products available and sustainable
resource development,” they said in a
joint statement. — AFP


