
JERUSALEM: Islamic Jihad fired a further volley of
rockets and mortars from Gaza towards Israel yester-
day, following a flare-up between the group and the
Jewish state that triggered school, road and train clo-
sures in southern Israel. Israel’s army said in a state-
ment that 20 “projectiles” had been fired from the
Palestinian enclave yesterday, 18 of them intercepted by
its air defense systems.

Israeli police images showed that at least one of the
projectiles landed in an empty children’s playground.
On Sunday, in response to Israel’s killing of a militant
along the border, Islamic Jihad launched more than 20
rockets from Gaza into Israel. Israel’s military said it
responded to the rockets with airstrikes targeting
“terror sites” throughout Gaza as well as near the
Syrian capital. 

The Damascus strike killed two Islamic Jihad fighters
and four other Iran-backed militants allied to Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights, a war monitor. Since the
start of the Syrian conflict in 2011, Israel has carried out
hundreds of strikes in Syria, mainly targeting govern-
ment troops as well as allied Iranian forces and the
Tehran-backed Lebanese group Hezbollah. Israel rarely
confirms responsibility for such strikes, but did so on
Sunday, describing the target as a base “used as a hub”
for Islamic Jihad activities in Syria. 

Schools, roads closed
Israel took a series of precautions amid the rocket

fire from Gaza. The education ministry ordered 65,000
students in towns near Gaza to stay home, postponing

exams at universities in Ashkelon, Sderot and Netivot.
The transport ministry cancelled trains between
Ashkelon and Beersheba, a major southern city roughly
50 kilometers from Gaza. The military said Zikim Beach
on the Mediterranean Sea just north of Gaza had been
closed to visitors. 

Sunday’s fighting was the most intense between
Israel and Islamic Jihad since November, when an
Israeli airstrike killed Rasmi Abu Malhous, described as
a senior group commander. That strike also killed nine
members of a Palestinian family unrelated to the armed
group, and was followed by a three-day conflict that
left 35 Palestinians dead and more than 100 wounded,
according to official figures. 

There were no Israeli fatalities. Islamic Jihad is allied
with Hamas, the Islamist group that has controlled Gaza
since 2007. But it has not accepted the informal truce
Hamas has agreed with Israel in exchange for an easing
of the crippling blockade on Gaza. Hamas and Israel
last fought a full-scale war in 2014, but smaller flare-
ups are relatively common.

Bulldozed
The latest escalation with Islamic Jihad came after

Israel’s military said Sunday it had killed a militant in
Gaza who had tried to plant an explosive device near
the border fence. Israel later confirmed that it extract-
ed the militant’s body with a bulldozer.  A video
emerged later on social media, which was authenticat-
ed by AFP, showing a bulldozer approaching a body
while a group of young, apparently unarmed men, were
trying to retrieve it. The sound of gunfire is heard and

the men ultimately run away as the bulldozer scoops
up the body.

Israel’s hawkish Defense Minister Naftali Bennett has
pursued a policy of retaining the bodies of militants
from Gaza as bargaining chips to pressure Hamas, which
has held those of two Israeli soldiers since 2014.

Palestinian Prime Minister Mohammed Shtayyeh, speak-
ing before a weekly cabinet meeting, called the bulldoz-
er incident “a heinous crime.” “(Israel’s) occupation kills
Palestinians in cold blood and with images that should
shame humanity, and in violation of international law
which Israel breaches day and night,” he said. — AFP 
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Islamic Jihad launches new round 
of rockets, mortars towards Israel 

Flare-up trigger school, road, train closures in southern Israel

GAZA: Photo shows smoke trails from rockets fired by Palestinian militants in Gaza City. Islamic Jihad militants
claimed responsibility for another round of rockets fired towards Israel yesterday following a new flare-up between
the group and the Jewish state. — AFP 

Ethiopian-Israeli
MP says seeking
equality 
HADERA: The first Ethiopian-born Jewish
woman elected to Israel’s parliament, who
said she is fighting for racial equality, has
become a key player in the effort to oust
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Pnina
Tamano-Shata, a former television journalist
first elected to the Knesset (parliament) in
2013, represents an Ethiopian-Israeli com-
munity that experts say could be pivotal in
the country’s March 2 vote.

The election is Israel’s third in less than a
year and polls show another tight race
between Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud and
the centrist Blue and White party, of which
Tamano-Shata is a member. Sitting in a cafe
in Hadera, a city north of Tel Aviv that is
home to thousands of Ethiopian Israelis,
Tamano-Shata argued that racial inequality
remained rampant after Netanyahu’s 14
years in office.

“There are more Ethiopians in prison,
more police brutality against us, higher
poverty and a higher suicide rate,” she told
AFP in an interview. The killing last year of
19-year-old Solomon Teka by an off-duty
police officer inflamed long-standing griev-
ances among Ethiopian-Israelis, who claim
they have repeatedly been targeted by police
due to the color of their skin. Tamano-Shata

said her generation of Ethiopian-Israelis had
a duty “to fight tirelessly for our acceptance”.
“We must assert that we are no different, that
we are equal,” she added.

Operation Moses
Israelis of Ethiopian descent have histori-

cally backed Likud as a legacy of gratitude
for the 1984-1985 “Operation Moses” that
brought an initial 8,000 Ethiopians to the
Jewish state. That seven-week clandestine
extraction after a devastating Ethiopian

famine was carried out under the premiership
of former Likud leader Yitzhak Shamir.

Tamano-Shata’s family was part of that
operation. She recalls travelling with her
pregnant mother and sisters to a camp for
the displaced in Sudan from where she and
thousands of others were exfiltrated to Israel.
“We dreamed of Jerusalem for generations,”
she said. “I was born in a village without
electricity.” The Ethiopian-Israeli community
has since grown to 140,000-strong, includ-
ing 50,000 born in Israel. — AFP 

HADERA: The first Israeli Jewish woman of Ethiopian origin to be elected to the Knesset (parlia-
ment) Pnina Tamano Shata (2nd left), visits members of the Ethiopian community in the coastal
city of Hadera. — AFP 

How Mauritania
is fighting
jihadism
NOUAKCHOTT: In the middle of the
desert, just inside the Mauritanian border,
stands a tent. Inside is a VHF radio. If an
outsider passes by, the locals operate the
device to warn the authorities. The radio
is a simple but effective link in a security
system which, combined with grassroots
work, has helped shield Mauritania from
the Sahel’s escalating jihadist peril.

To Mauritania’s east, the death toll in
Mali, Niger and Burkina Faso has been
rising inexorably-but this largely desert
country of four million has not experi-
enced an attack in almost nine years.
Today, Mauritania takes over the rotating
presidency of the G5 Sahel, which coor-
dinates the anti-jihadism fight of five
countries in the region. “Mauritania is a
player which was able to overcome ter-
rorism in 2011,” said a French source. “We
expect a lot from their presidency.” In
2005, Islamist groups expanded in
Algeria, a neighbor to the north, and
Mauritania began to come under attack.

In 2008, the former head of presiden-
tial security, General Mohamed Ould
Abdel Aziz, took power by force and a
year later was elected president. Any
qualms that Western countries had about

his rise to power were put to one side.
Given the numbers of Mauritanians in
emerging jihadist groups in northern
Mali, the sense was “the jihadist threat
could spread to Mauritania,” said a
French expert, speaking on condition of
anonymity.

France and, to a lesser extent, the
United States began sending instructors
to support anti-terrorist units and
strengthen Mauritanian intelligence. The
Mauritanian authorities, for their part,
began investing in training and retaining
soldiers. Military spending increased,
providing better and newer equipment,
and soldiers’ pay was paid directly into
the bank rather than through officers, and
soldiers were given social benefits.

Security, hearts and minds 
Today, that program to boost military

morale and competence has borne fruit,
as shown in the tight policing of the bor-
der-a notorious weak point in the other
Sahel countries. Dozens of checkpoints
have been installed on every major high-
way, and a huge buffer region bordering
Mali has been classified a “military zone”
barred to civilians.  “Any car driving there
would be spotted and checked,” said
Hassane Kone, researcher at the Institute
for Security Studies (ISS) think tank in
Dakar. The measure has enabled the
authorities to nab armed gangs of
cannabis traffickers, he said. At the same
time, Nouakchott launched a battle of the
minds-to deter vulnerable young people
from joining the jihadists. — AFP

‘Several injured’ as 
car rams Germany 
carnival procession
BERLIN: Several people were injured yes-
terday when a car drove into a carnival pro-
cession in central  Germany, pol ice said,
adding that the driver had been arrested. A
spokeswoman for  pol ice in  the town of
Volksmarsen where the incident took place
told AFP “it is too soon” to say whether the
driver ploughed into the crowd on purpose.
“According to first reports, several people
have been injured,” police from nearby Kassel
city said in a statement.

A picture from the scene showed police offi-
cers and rescue vehicles next to a si lver
Mercedes with its doors open near a pile of
debris on the side of the road. The local
Waldeckische Zeitung daily cited witnesses as
reporting some 15 people injured, “including
small children”. In many parts of Germany resi-
dents are celebrating Rose yesterday, a high-
light of the annual carnival festivities that sees
adults and children dress up and attend
parades where people play music and throw
candies from floats.

The incident comes as Germany is still reel-
ing from a shooting spree in the city of Hanau,
in the same German state of Hesse, that left 10
people dead last Wednesday. The gunman, who
left behind a racist manifesto, first opened fire
at a shisha bar and a cafe, killing nine people,
before shooting dead his mother and himself.
Germany’s deadliest terror attack in recent his-
tory happened in 2016 when a jihadist drove
his truck into a crowded Berlin Christmas mar-
ket, killing 12 people. —  AFP 


