
Dortmund move 
second, Haaland hits 
40th goal of season
BERLIN: Erling Braut Haaland scored his 40th goal of
the season as the teenager continued his phenomenal
scoring streak in Borussia Dortmund’s 2-0 win at
Werder Bremen yesterday. The 19-year-old flicked
home a second-half cross to score his 12th goal in eight
games for Dortmund as Lucien Favre’s side moved sec-
ond in the Bundesliga, four points behind leaders
Bayern Munich.

Haaland, who scored twice in Tuesday’s Champions
League last 16, first-leg win over Paris Saint-Germain,
also netted 28 goals for Salzburg before joining
Dortmund for 20 million euros ($22 million) in
December.

Dortmund ground out victory after showing some
early nerves in Bremen where they crashed to a 3-2
German Cup defeat earlier this month. Centre-back
Dan-Axel Zagadou gave the visitors the lead by volley-
ing home a Jadon Sancho corner on 52 minutes.

Haaland doubled the advantage by drilling Achraf
Hakimi’s square ball into the corner on 66 minutes to
score his ninth Bundesliga goal. After five straight
league defeats, Bremen remain 17th and five points

from safety.
They suffered another blow in the relegation battle

as Fortuna Duesseldorf, who are a place above them,
enjoyed a 2-0 win at Freiburg. Dortmund climbed
above RB Leipzig on goal difference.

Julian Nagelsmann’s Leipzig can move back to with-
in one point of Bayern, who beat bottom side
Paderborn 3-2 on Friday, when they visit Schalke later.
Fourth-placed Borussia Moenchengladbach slipped six
points behind Bayern, albeit with a game in hand, as
Lucas Ribeiro’s injury-time strike snatched Hoffenheim
a 1-1 draw at Borussia Park.

Matthias Ginter had powered in an early opener for
Gladbach, but the hosts were made to pay after
Alassane Plea saw a 75th-minute penalty saved by
Hoffenheim goalkeeper Oliver Baumann.

Despite splashing out 77 million euros ($83 million)
on transfers in January, Hertha Berlin’s poor form con-
tinued in a 5-0 thrashing at home to Cologne. Hertha
were brought crashing back down to earth after
Alexander Nouri won his first game in charge following
Jurgen Klinsmann’s shock resignation last weekend at
Paderborn.

The home side defended woefully and were 2-0
down inside 22 minutes as Jhon Cordoba scored an
early double. The Colombian striker exploited a four-
on-two situation for his first goal and easily escaped his
marker to head in the second.

Midfielder Florian Kanz added two goals of his own
before Mark Uth curled home a free-kick 20 minutes
from time as Hertha capitulated.  — AFP
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LONDON: Chelsea strengthened their hold on a
Premier League top-four place yesterday by beating
London rivals Tottenham 2-1 but Sheffield United
missed the chance to boost their case for Champions
League football next season.

Liverpool’s staggering 22-point lead over second-
placed Manchester City means the title race is effec-
tively over but the sides below them are scrambling to
qualify for Europe’s top club competition.

Frank Lampard’s fourth-placed Chelsea went into
their match against Jose Mourinho’s Spurs at Stamford
Bridge without a win in their past four Premier League
matches and just one point clear of Spurs.

Fringe players Olivier Giroud and Marcos Alonso
were recalled by Lampard. Both rewarded their manag-
er’s confidence by scoring in the home win. The result
means Lampard has completed a league double against
his former manager this season after their 2-0 victory

at the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in December.
But the match was overshadowed by a VAR contro-

versy, with officials ruling that Tottenham midfielder
Giovani Lo Celso did not deserve to be sent off for a
“leg breaker” stamp on Cesar Azpilicueta.

World Cup winner Giroud put Chelsea ahead in the
15th minute when he reacted quickest to finish beyond
Hugo Lloris after Ross Barkley had struck a post.
Chelsea doubled their advantage three minutes into the
second half, Alonso drilling in a first-time shot after
being set up by Barkley.

Alonso’s free-kick hit the bar before Antonio
Rudiger deflected Erik Lamela’s shot into his own net in
the 89th minute. Lampard criticised VAR after Lo Celso
was allowed to stay on the pitch.

“I hate to call for red cards but that is a leg breaker,”
he said. “Everybody knew they made a mistake. I was
just waiting for the red card to be shown.” Adding to

Lampard’s frustration, television broadcaster BT Sport
reported that VAR officials had told them Lo Celso
should have been sent off.

Tottenham boss Mourinho unsurprisingly side-
stepped questions about the tackle, preferring to talk
about previous VAR decisions that he felt went against
his team. “I hope the noise is exactly the same as when
VAR killed us,” he said. “There should have been a red
card for Watford and Liverpool against us. Why didn’t
they say they made a mistake then?”

As it stands, a fifth-placed finish would guarantee
Champions League football next season because
Manchester City, in second, have been banned from
Europe’s elite competition for two years.

City hope to have their appeal against the ban heard
by the Court of Arbitration for Sport before the start of
next season. Sheffield United took the lead at home to
struggling Brighton through Enda Stevens but Neal

Maupay equalised on the half-hour.
The result leaves Sheffield United in sixth place on

40 points, level with Tottenham. Burnley won for the
fourth time in five Premier League matches to lift them-
selves to eighth in the table. Shane Long put
Southampton ahead early against relegation-threat-
ened Aston Villa and Stuart Armstrong doubled their
lead deep into stoppage time.

Ralph Hasenhuttl’s men are 10 points clear of the
drop zone. Crystal Palace, a point behind, beat
Newcastle 1-0 to ease their own worries. Pep
Guardiola’s Manchester City take on third-placed
Leicester at the King Power Stadium in the evening
kick-off. Manchester United, Wolves, Arsenal and
Everton, who all harbour ambitions of qualifying for
next season’s Champions League, are all in action
today. Runaway league leaders Liverpool host strug-
gling West Ham tomorrow. —AFP

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s Argentinian midfielder Giovani Lo Celso (L) vies with Chelsea’s Croatian midfielder Mateo Kovacic during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Tottenham Hotspur at
Stamford Bridge in London yesterday. — AFP

Chelsea see off rivals Tottenham

BREMEN: Dortmund’s Norwegian forward Erling Braut Haaland celebrates after scoring during the
German first division Bundesliga football match Werder Bremen vs BVB Borussia Dortmund, in Bremen,
northern Germany yesterday. — AFP


