
Bayern past
bottom side
Paderborn
BERLIN:  Bundesliga leaders
Bayern Munich squeezed past bot-
tom side Paderborn 3-2 on Friday
as Robert Lewandowski netted
twice to spare goalkeeper Manuel
Neuer’s blushes in their final game
before facing Chelsea in the
Champions League.

Lewandowski now has a league-
leading tally of 25 goals in the top
flight, illustrating his importance to
the team ahead of Tuesday’s last 16,
first-leg tie in London. Bayern twice
surrendered the lead in Munich
before securing the win which
leaves them four points clear.

With Bayern leading 1-0 thanks
to Serge Gnabry’s early goal, Neuer
mistimed a clearance outside his
area, allowing Paderborn midfielder
Dennis Srbeny to fire into an empty
net just before half-time.

“I was worried about knocking
into him, because that would have
been a red card,” Neuer explained.
“I had the feeling he would get to
the ball before me. That’s why it
looks that way. It’s part of my game
and it happens.”

However, Lewandowski then
struck in the 70th minute to make it
2-1, only for Paderborn to draw lev-
el again after poor defending
allowed Sven Michel a simple tap in

15 minutes from time. However,
there was stil l  time for
Lewandowski to fire home the win-
ner, thanks to Gnabry’s superb
cross.  In the build-up, Bayern
coach Hansi Flick warned his team
had to focus on strugglers
Paderborn, but the Bavarian giants
seemed to have one eye on Chelsea.
“Paderborn absolutely challenged
us to the very last,” admitted Flick.

Paderborn had the ball in
Bayern’s net after four minutes
when their striker Streli Mamba slid
the ball under Neuer, but the effort
was flagged offside. As expected,
Bayern took an early at the Allianz
Arena when Gnabry celebrated his
100th Bundesliga appearance by

turning and hitting into the bottom
corner on 26 minutes.

Paderborn drew level after
Neuer mistimed a clearance outside
the box. The Germany captain had
twice previously cleared the danger
by dealing with long-distance
chances intended for Paderborn’s
forwards.

However, the tactic backfired a
third time when he failed to clear a
ball over the defence meant for
Srbeny, who kept his cool and slot-
ted into the empty Bayern net on 44
minutes. With the scores locked at
1-1 and time ticking down,
Lewandowski restored the hosts’
lead when Gnabry set him up for a
lethal shot on 70 minutes. —AFP

ORLANDO: Luka Doncic scored 33 points, grabbed 10
rebounds and handed out eight assists, Maxi Kleber
scored a career-high 26 points off the bench, and the
Dallas Mavericks held off the host Orlando Magic 122-
106 on Friday. Kleber did much of his damage in the
fourth quarter, hitting 3 of 4 3-point attempts and scoring
12 points in the frame. His effort ignited a critical final 12
minutes for the Mavericks, who were dominant in the
opening and closing periods. Kristaps Porzingis recorded
24 points and 10 rebounds for the Mavericks. Tim
Hardaway finished with 16 points and six rebounds. Evan
Fournier scored a team 28 points including five 3-point-
ers, for the Magic, and Nikola Vucevic added 27 points,
12 rebounds and four steals. Terrence Ross finished with
19 points, although he made only 5 of 16 from the field.

BOSTON CELTICS 127 - 
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES 117

Gordon Hayward scored a game-high 29 points and
Boston played strong defense down the stretch to hold
off Minnesota in Minneapolis. Jayson Tatum scored 28
points and Jaylen Brown and Daniel Theis chipped in with
25 apiece as the Celtics came out of the All-Star break to
win their fourth road game in the last five. Boston has
won 12 of 14 overall. Malik Beasley had 27 points to pace
the Timberwolves, who were without star center Karl-
Anthony Towns, out with a sprained left wrist. Minnesota
lost for the 16th time in its last 17 games.

LOS ANGELES LAKERS 117 - 
MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES 105

LeBron James scored a game-high 32 points, and Los
Angeles defeated visiting Memphis. Anthony Davis sus-
tained a bruised calf in the first quarter but remained in to
contribute 28 points, 13 rebounds and seven of the Lakers’
14 blocked shots. Avery Bradley added 14 points and three
steals as the Lakers won their fourth in a row. Josh
Jackson scored 20 points on 9-of-12 shooting to lead the
Grizzlies, who lost for the second time in as many nights.
Rookie Ja Morant had 17 points, and Brandon Clarke and
Gorgui Dieng each amassed 14 points and 10 rebounds.

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS 128 -
PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS 115

Zion Williamson scored 25 points and Jrue Holiday
recorded 20 points, nine assists and four steals as New
Orleans completed a four-game season sweep of host
Portland. Brandon Ingram added 16 points and six assists
for the Pelicans, who have won seven of their past 10
games. Lonzo Ball had 15 points and seven assists, Josh

Hart added 13 points and 13 rebounds and Nicolo Melli
also scored 13 for New Orleans. CJ McCollum registered
27 points, matched his career high of 10 assists and
grabbed six rebounds for the Trail Blazers, who played
without All-Star shooting guard Damian Lillard (groin).
Carmelo Anthony scored 20 points and Hassan Whiteside
added 19 points, 12 rebounds and six blocked shots for
Portland, which lost its third straight game.

SAN ANTONIO SPURS 113 - UTAH JAZZ 104
Dejounte Murray poured in 23 points to lead six team-

mates in double-figure scoring as San Antonio defeated
Utah in Salt Lake City in the first game for both teams
after the All-Star break. DeMar DeRozan hit for 18 points
for San Antonio while LaMarcus Aldridge and Patty Mills
each added 15, Derrick White had 14 and Bryn Forbes
scored 13. The Spurs have won two straight games after
losing the first five on their annual Rodeo Road Trip. The
trip ends Sunday in Oklahoma City. Emmanuel Mudiay
and Rudy Gobert led the Jazz with 18 points each; Gobert
also grabbed 14 rebounds for his 43rd double-double this
season. Jordan Clarkson and Bojan Bogdanovic added 15
points for Utah, with Donovan Mitchell scoring 12 points.
The Jazz had a four-game win streak snapped.

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 113 - 
WASHINGTON WIZARDS 108

Collin Sexton scored 25 points as Cleveland posted a
victory over host Washington, making J.B. Bickerstaff a
winner in his Cavaliers head-coaching debut. Cedi Osman
had 16 points and 10 rebounds and Darius Garland added
15 points for Cleveland, which has won two in a row after
losing 13 of its previous 14 games. Bradley Beal scored 26
points on 9-of-28 shooting for Washington, which had
won five of its previous seven as it vies for an Eastern
Conference playoff spot. Beal has recorded 13 straight
games with at least 25 points.

INDIANA PACERS 106 - NEW YORK KNICKS 98
T.J. Warren scored 27 points as visiting Indiana over-

came a sluggish start and shaky finish to record a victory
over New York. Domantas Sabonis posted his 42nd dou-
ble-double (24 points, 13 rebounds) for the Pacers, who
shot 41 percent overall and won their second straight
game following a season-high six-game losing streak.
Reserve Doug McDermott added 14 points, Malcolm
Brogdon contributed 11. Victor Oladipo finished with
eight points in little more than 25 minutes before exiting
with back soreness. Bobby Portis scored 19 points to lead
the Knicks, who lost their third straight game and could

not rally from a 22-point deficit. Rookie RJ Barrett added
17 points and Frank Ntilikina contributed 14 but leading
scorer Julius Randle was held to seven points as New
York shot 43.2 percent.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER 113 - 
DENVER NUGGETS 101

Chris Paul made four 3-pointers as part of a 29-point
outing to lead Oklahoma City to a victory over visiting
Denver. Steven Adams recorded 19 points, 17 rebounds
and matched his season best of four steals as Oklahoma
City won for the 11th time in the past 14 games. Danilo
Gallinari added 15 points, and Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
contributed 11 points, nine rebounds and nine assists as
the Thunder halted a seven-game losing streak when fac-
ing the Nuggets. Nikola Jokic scored 32 points on 12-of-
15 shooting as Denver lost its second straight contest fol-
lowing a four-game winning streak. Jamal Murray added

21 points, and Will Barton registered 16 points and nine
rebounds.

TORONTO RAPTORS 118 - PHOENIX SUNS 101
Pascal Siakam scored 37 points — 25 in the first half

— and grabbed 12 rebounds as Toronto defeated visiting
Phoenix. The Raptors have won 16 of their past 17
games. Serge Ibaka added 16 points for the Raptors,
who have won eight straight home games. Fred VanVleet
chipped in with 14 points, seven rebounds and seven
assists for Toronto, Terence Davis II had 14 points off the
bench, Kyle Lowry had 13 points and 10 assists, OG
Anunoby contributed 12 points, and Rondae Hollis-
Jefferson scored 10. Devin Booker scored 21 points and
had eight assists for the Suns, who have lost seven of
nine. Deandre Ayton contributed 17 points and 10
rebounds, Ricky Rubio had 13 points and nine assists,
and Kelly Oubre Jr. scored 11 points. — Reuters
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Doncic, Kleber carry Mavericks 
past host Orlando Magic 

Lakers hold off Grizzlies’ charge for 4th straight win

ORLANDO: Terrence Ross #31 of the Orlando Magic drives to the basket against the Dallas Mavericks at Amway
Center in Orlando, Florida. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Manchester United v Watford                                          17:00
beIN Sports 
Wolverhampton Wanderers FC v Norwich City             17:00
beIN Sports
Arsenal FC v Everton FC                                                   19:30
beIN Sports 

SPANISH LEAGUE 
Osasuna v Granada CF                                                      14:00
beIN Sports
Deportivo Alaves v Athletic de Bilbao                              16:00
beIN Sports
Real Valladolid v RCD Espanyol                                       18:00
beIN Sports 
Getafe CF v Sevilla FC                                                      20:30
beIN Sports 
Atletico de Madrid v Villarreal CF                                   23:00
beIN Sports HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Genoa CFC v SS Lazio                                                      14:30
beIN Sports HD 4
Atalanta v US Sassuolo Calcio                                          17:00
beIN Sports
Hellas Verona FC v Cagliari Calcio                                   17:00
beIN Sports
Torino FC v Parma Calcio 1913                                         17:00
beIN Sports
AS Roma v US Lecce                                                         20:00
beIN Sports
Internazionale Milano v UC Sampdoria                           22:45
beIN Sports HD 4
beIN Sports

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
Bayer 04 Leverkusen v FC Augsburg                              17:30
beIN Sports
VfL Wolfsburg v FSV Mainz 05                                       20:00
beIN Sports

FRENCH LEAGUE
Saint Etienne v Stade Reims                                             17:00
beIN Sports
Stade Rennais v Nimes Olympique                                  19:00
beIN Sports
Paris Saint-Germain v FC Girondins de Bordeaux            23:00
beIN Sports

MUNICH: Paderborn’s German defender Christian Strohdiek and Bayern
Munich’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski vie for the ball during the
German first division Bundesliga football match FC Bayern Munich v SC
Paderborn in Munich, southern Germany.  — AFP

Lampard puts VAR 
in dock after Lo 
Celso gets away 
with ‘leg breaker’
LONDON: Frank Lampard blasted VAR yesterday
after Tottenham midfielder Giovani Lo Celso was not
sent off for a “leg breaker” stamp on Cesar Azpilicueta
in Chelsea’s 2-1 win over Spurs. Blues boss Lampard
was furious that Lo Celso’s ugly second half foul on
Chelsea captain Azpilicueta was not punished with a
red card by either referee Michael Oliver or VAR offi-
cial David Coote in Stockley Park.

The VAR review concluded the challenge was not
serious foul play, which would have triggered a dis-

missal but replays made it clear that was the wrong call.
The row came just days after Manchester United
defender Harry Maguire was lucky to avoid a red card
for kicking out at Chelsea’s Michy Batshuayi.

“It is not good enough, that is two VARs in two
games, it is hard to shout about it when you have lost
but today everybody saw that. It is a red,” Lampard
said. “I hate to call for red cards but that is a leg break-
er. Everybody knew they made a mistake. I was just
waiting for the red card to be shown.”

Adding to Lampard’s frustration, television broad-
caster BT Sport later reported that VAR officials had
told them Lo Celso should have been sent off. Being
told that Stockley Park had admitted the decision was
wrong did not change Lampard’s view that the much-
maligned VAR system needs an overhaul.

“It was a tackle that endangers a player, saying after
that they made a mistake isn’t good enough,” he said.
“That’s what VAR was brought in for. It’s a huge ques-
tion mark on VAR. This one doesn’t need the referee to
go to the monitor, it’s a clear decision.”

Azpilicueta was able to finish the game but had ice
strapped to his shin after the final whistle. “I’m not a
player that likes to be on the floor because I’m tough
but it was not my fault because it was a clear stamp on
my shin,” Azpilicueta told BT Sport.

‘NEGATIVE SITUATION’ 
Tottenham manager Jose Mourinho unsurprisingly

side-stepped questions about the tackle, preferring to
reference previous VAR decisions that he felt went
against his team. “I hope the noise is exactly the same
as when VAR killed us. There should have been a red
card for Watford and Liverpool against us. Why didn’t
they say they made a mistake then?” Mourinho said.

The latest VAR issue could not overshadow a cru-
cial victory for fourth-placed Chelsea, who ended a
four-match winless run to move four points clear of
Tottenham in the race to qualify for the Champions
League. After reports that his position could be in
danger if Chelsea’s recent slide continued, Lampard
was rewarded for a bold gamble as he recalled fringe

players Olivier Giroud and Marcos Alonso. France
striker Giroud, making his first start since November,
opened the scoring with a fine finish for his first club
goal since August.

Spanish left-back Alonso, back in the starting line-
up for the first time since December, doubled Chelsea’s
lead with a 20-yard drive after half-time. Antonio
Rudiger’s own goal came too late to deny Chelsea.

“I’m pleased, you always look clever when that
comes off and get called an idiot when it doesn’t. I’m
delighted for them both, they are both experienced lads
and it’s not easy when they are not playing,” Lampard
said. After Tottenham’s three-game winning run in the
league was ended at the hands of his old club,
Mourinho admitted injuries to strikers Harry Kane and
Son Heung-min have been too much for his team to
handle. “I have no complaints about my players that is
for sure, with the power that we don’t have at this
moment,” he said. “It is an incredible negative situation.
We have players trying to do miracles in positions that
are not their own.” — AFP

Everton face stern
test of Ancelotti-led
revival
LONDON: Carlo Ancelotti says Everton are
ready for an acid test of their revival under his
leadership as the Champions League hopefuls
head to Arsenal today at the start of a tough run
of games. Ancelotti’s side have taken 17 points
from his eight Premier League matches in charge
- a return bettered only by runaway Premier
League leaders Liverpool (24) over the same
period - and have moved from 15th to ninth since
the Italian arrived in December.

There are more tests lying in wait for the
Toffees after the trip to north London, with home
games against Manchester United and Liverpool
and a trip to fourth-placed Chelsea offering a
closer examination of their European credentials.

“Of course we have to be focused on Arsenal,
but if we want to think about Europe there are
very important games after Arsenal,” Ancelotti
said. “We have to play against United, Chelsea
and Liverpool. After these four games we can see
what’s going for Europe.” Everton arrive at the
Emirates Stadium this weekend looking to close
the five-point gap on Chelsea as they attempt to
gatecrash the battle for Champions League.

Manchester City’s two-year European ban has
opened the door for the team that finishes fifth to
qualify for next season’s tournament, pending the
result of City’s appeal to the Court of Arbitration
for Sport.  However, Everton’s only meetings with
England’s elite have ended in defeat since
Ancelotti took over, with Manchester City beating
them in the league and a youthful Liverpool side
handing them a disappointing FA Cup exit. — AFP


