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Farah says he 
has ‘suffered’ 
from Salazar links
LONDON: Mo Farah says he has suffered “financially and
emotionally” from his association with disgraced coach
Alberto Salazar, who is banned from athletics for four
years over doping violations.

The American coach, who is appealing against his
sanction at the Court of Arbitration for Sport, led the Nike
Oregon Project, which included British distance runner
Farah among its stable of athletes between 2011 and 2017.

It was shut down after Salazar’s ban, imposed in
October by the US Anti-Doping Agency. Four-time
Olympic champion Farah, said in January he would have
ended the relationship with Salazar much sooner had he
known the coach was facing a ban.

But, speaking to The Times, Farah, who will bid for a
third successive 10,000-metres Olympic title in Tokyo this
year, has suggested some sponsors have turned their back
on him due to headlines highlighting his Salazar links.

He said: “If I wasn’t Mo Farah and I saw Mo Farah and
I’m seeing these headlines, I’d question... yeah, I’d ask the
same questions. “I don’t want to go into any more detail
but there’s been a lot of stuff, financially and emotionally,
where I have suffered a lot.”

Farah added that he was left stunned by Salazar’s ban
and that his decision to quit the Oregon Project in 2017
was not sparked by a tip-off.

“I didn’t have a clue,” said Farah adding that when news
of the ban emerged, “for me it was like, wow, four years. I
was thinking, ‘Oh my God’. I know I never did anything. I
know he was my coach. But to put up with this year after
year, it’s not you, it’s the coach, but it’s you it is aimed at, is
quite frustrating.

“If I had realised there was going to be a problem, I
would have been out (sooner). But I was faced with someone
who had helped me in my career, to get me where I was, and
you have the right to talk to him and look him in the eye.”

Prior to the sanction, Farah said the coach did his best
to reassure him. “He said they are just allegations made by
people with grudges and ‘I promise you this will be
proven’,” Farah said. “At that point you don’t want to think
anything else, and you just want to carry on.

“He also hadn’t been found guilty. And it wasn’t just
about me. As a single man I could have just said ‘move’. But
I had four kids, three at school, my wife’s there, we’d
bought a house. I’m not just going to say, ‘There’s been
some allegations, we’re going.’” —AFP

HAMILTON: An illness-weakened ACT Brumbies
stunned Super Rugby leaders Waikato Chiefs yester-
day, as the Queensland Reds routed the hapless
Sunwolves and Coastal Sharks stormed past the
Melbourne Rebels.

The Brumbies, missing several players after an out-
break of mumps in their camp during the week, blew
away Warren Gatland’s men 26-14 with a dominant
first-half display in Hamilton. In Brisbane, the Reds
bagged their first victory of the season against Japan’s
Sunwolves, running in 10 tries in a 64-5 hammering —
their biggest ever win.

South Africa’s Sharks, meanwhile, proved too hot to
handle for the Rebels in Ballarat, coming out 36-24 on
top. The Brumbies, Australian conference leaders,
scored four tries to two, including a double for Pete
Samu, to end a 13-match losing streak in New Zealand
dating back to March 2014. 

Brumbies skipper Allan Alaalatoa praised his players
for thwarting a late fightback from the home side. “We
knew the Chiefs were going to come out hard in the
second half but I’m really proud of the boys in how we
held them out,” he said.

The Chiefs entered the match on top of the Super
Rugby ladder but a string of uncharacteristic turnovers
and poor discipline contributed to their first defeat of
the season. The Brumbies scored two tries in the open-
ing 15 minutes, one when fullback Tom Banks shrugged
off a tackle and the other when rugby league convert
Solomone Kata powered past former All Black Aaron
Cruden. Samu added a third, dashing from the back of
a scrum to make it 19-0 at half-time, then scored
another two minutes after the re-start to make it 26-0. 

Cruden finally got the Chiefs on the board in the
48th minute after their first meaningful attack of the
match. They gained momentum with a second to

Lienert-Brown while Brumbies prop James Slipper was
sin-binned, but the deficit was too much. 

‘GOOD ARM-WRESTLE’ 
The free-flowing Reds finally snared a win after

tough losses on the road to the Golden Lions, Jaguares
and Brumbies. It was impressive stuff from Brad
Thorn’s men, who dominated all aspects of a lopsided
game.

They scored six tries in a stunning first half per-
formance and the rout continued in the second with
another four. They were shared between nine players,
with Tate McDermott the only one to get a brace.

The Sunwolves’ solitary try in the second half, after
the Reds made a raft of substitutions, came from
Siosaia Fifita. “It was brilliant, we’ve been dreaming
about that for weeks. To put it into action was awe-
some,” said Reds captain Liam Wright. “We didn’t
change many of our processes (from previous losses),
that’s just our system. The win will do us a lot of good.”   

Earlier in Ballarat, Springboks winger Makazole
Mapimpi bagged a double as the Sharks bounced back
from defeat last week. The Durban-based team scored
an early try and they never relinquished the lead. 

“There was a lot of running, good skills showcased
from both teams,” said Sharks skipper Andre
Esterhuizen, with the Rebels unable to build on their
opening win of the season last week against the NSW
Waratahs.

Mapimpi dotted down after five minutes, but the
Rebels bounced back when debutant Andrew Deegan’s
cleverly flicked pass sent Wallabies winger Marika
Koroibete through for a converted try.

Esterhuizen restored the lead, using brute force to
shrug off three tackles on his way to the line. The
Sharks delivered a dagger blow near half-time when

Madosh Tambwe finished a sweeping counter-attack
to give them a 22-10 lead at the break. Kerron van
Vuuren and Madosh Tambwe were both sin-binned
early in the second stanza and the Rebels capitalised

with a try to Isi Naisarani.
But Mapimpi got his second after a 19-phase attack,

then Curwin Bosch finished off a 95-metre move to
ensure victory.  —AFP
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Depleted Brumbies stun Chiefs 
as Reds rout hapless Sunwolves

Wilder, Fury 
bulk up for 
showdown
LAS VEGAS: American boxer
Deontay Wilder will be at a career
high weight, but will still be 42 pounds
lighter than Tyson Fury for their much-
anticipated heavyweight rematch at
the MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas.

Wilder weighed in at 231 pounds
(105 kg) and Fury tipped the scales at
273 pounds on Friday as both boxers
weighed in much heavier than they did
for their first fight 14 months ago.
Wilder is 18 pounds heavier and Fury
added 15 pounds to his frame.

Organizers cancelled Friday’s face-
to-face photo op at the weigh in after
the fighters exchanged shoves during
the final news conference on
Wednesday. But the pair did jaw at
each other from a distance on the
podium.

“That’s my belt. That’s mine,” Fury
yelled at Wilder, who holds the WBC
heavyweight title. The two will square
off in one of the biggest heavyweight
fights recent memory Saturday at the
MGM’s Grand Garden Arena.

Tickets for Saturday’s bout have
been changing hands for up to
$11,000, while promoters predict the
event could generate more than 2 mil-
lion pay-per-view sales in the United
States alone. At the centre of the
action are two of heavyweight box-
ing’s most charismatic and skilful pro-
tagonists, the hard-hitting “Bronze
Bomber” Wilder and Fury, the eccen-

tric, self-styled “Gypsy King” from
northern England.

Both men will be taking unbeaten
records into the 12-round contest, with
the 34-year-old Wilder looking to add
Fury’s name to a tally which reads 42-
0 with one drawn and 41 knockouts.
The fight is a classic clash of styles,
pitting Wilder’s devastating knockout
power against the more elusive, mobile
defensive style of Fury.

In their first fight in Los Angeles,

Fury recovered from two juddering
knockdowns to claim a draw, miracu-
lously climbing off the canvas in the
12th round to hang on for a share of
the spoils. Once the final bell rang, the
judges ruled it a controversial split
draw: 114-112 for Fury, 115-111 Wilder
and 113-113.

Wilder will be making the 11th
defence of his title in an attempt to
break a tie with Muhammad Ali for
consecutive heavyweight defences. He

demolished Dominic Breazeale in one
round last May, and then scored a
spectacular one-punch seventh-round
knockout of Cuba’s Luis Ortiz in
November.

Fury has promised to take a more
aggressive approach this time around.
But cuts are a worry after he required
more than 40 stitches to patch up a
horrific gash over his right eye in an
unimpressive win over Otto Wallin in
his last fight in September.  —AFP

BRISBANE: Reds’ Bryce Hegarty (centre R) is tackled by Sunwolves’ Michael Stolberg during the Super
Rugby match between Australia’s Queensland Reds and Japan’s Sunwolves in Brisbane yesterday. —AFP

After slow start, 
Bruins top Flames
BOSTON: Patrice Bergeron scored twice and Brad
Marchand got the game-winner as the Boston Bruins
rallied to beat the Calgary Flames 4-3 Friday for
their fifth consecutive victory. Calgary jumped to a
3-1 lead through the first 3:23, but the Bruins became
just the seventh team in NHL history (regular season
and postseason) to win despite allowing three goals
in the first four minutes of a game. The Flames had
been the most recent team to accomplish the feat,
when they beat the visiting San Jose Sharks 4-3 in a
first-round playoff game on April 13, 2008. Brad
Marchand had a goal and an assist for the Bruins,
who also got a goal from Charlie Coyle and two
assists from David Pastrnak. Jaroslav Halak made 18
saves for the win. Mikael Backlund scored twice for
the Flames, and Johnny Gaudreau added a goal.
Calgary goalie Cam Talbot stopped 19 shots.

WILD 5, OILERS 3
Defenseman Jared Spurgeon scored his first career

hat trick as Minnesota won at Edmonton. Kevin Fiala
and Carson Soucy also scored for the Wild, who
improved to 2-1-0 under interim coach Dean Evason
and completed a season sweep of the Oilers.
Goaltender Alex Stalock made 23 saves. Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins scored twice and Leon Draisaitl also tallied
for Edmonton, which lost both games on its homes-
tand. Goalie Mikko Koskinen stopped 34 of 38 shots.

RANGERS 5, HURRICANES 2
Igor Shesterkin stopped 27 shots to win his sixth

consecutive decision, and New York defeated
Carolina in Raleigh, N.C. The Rangers improved to
7-0-0 in their last seven road games. Mika
Zibanejad posted an unassisted goal and two assists,
and Jesper Fast, Brady Skjei, Artemi Panarin and
Ryan Strome also scored as the Rangers won for the
sixth time in their past seven games. Brock McGinn
and Sebastian Aho scored Carolina’s goals. Jaccob
Slavin provided assists on both scores. Petr Mrazek
made 31 saves.

BLUES 5, STARS 1
Colton Parayko had a goal and two assists as St.

Louis earned its third victory in four days by defeat-
ing host Dallas. Jaden Schwartz and Jordan Kyrou
had a goal and assist for the Blues, who got just their
second road victory in its last 11 tries. The Blues also
got goals from Alexander Steen and David Perron,
two assists each from Ryan O’Reilly and Robert
Thomas, and 18 saves from Jake Allen. Jamie
Oleksiak scored for the Stars, who took just their
second regulation loss in their last 11 games.
Goaltender Ben Bishop allowed four goals in 13 shots
before Anton Khudobin replaced him during the
second period.

AVALANCHE 1, DUCKS 0
J.T. Compher broke through in a tight defensive bat-

tle to score a second-period goal, and Colorado
extended its road winning streak to five games by
beating Anaheim. Pavel Francouz made 26 saves while

earning his first career shutout as Colorado posted its
second consecutive victory following a three-game
losing streak. Francouz’s effort came on the same day
he agreed to a two-year contract extension with the
Avalanche, reportedly for $2 million per season. Goalie
John Gibson stopped 28 shots for Anaheim, which lost
its third consecutive game and fell for the fourth time in
the past five contests. The Ducks are 0-2-0 to open a
six-game homestand.

ISLANDERS 4, RED WINGS 1
Jordan Eberle scored three goals for New York,

which snapped a four-game losing streak by beating
Detroit in Uniondale, NY. The Islanders, who were
outscored 11-2 over a four-game Western
Conference road trip that ended Wednesday, moved
into sole possession of the Eastern Conference’s first
wild card, one point ahead of the idle Columbus Blue
Jackets. Leo Komarov scored an empty-netter in the
final seconds for the Islanders. Goalie Semyon
Varlamov carried a shutout deep into the third peri-
od and made 21 saves.

BLACKHAWKS 2, PREDATORS 1 (OT)
Alex DeBrincat scored two goals, including the

game-winner with 57.8 seconds remaining in over-
time, to lift Chicago over visiting Nashville.
DeBrincat sealed the victory with a breakaway goal
that came off a Predators turnover on the opposite
end of the ice. Chicago pulled even at 8-8 in over-
time games this season and won for only the second
time in the past nine games. Mattias Ekholm scored
for the Predators, who have lost back-to-back
games.  —Reuters

Froome the focus 
in Dubai desert
DUBAI: All eyes will be on Chris Froome today as the four-
time Tour de France champion returns to the peloton in the
UAE Tour for the first time since an accident almost ended his
career. The 35-year-old Team Ineos star suffered multiple
fractures and spent months in rehabilitation after a gust of
wind hurtled him into a wall at 50 kilometres an hour during a
recon at the Criterium du Dauphine in June last year.

That has delayed by 12 months his assault on a record-
equalling fifth Tour de France crown, a journey that begins with
a tough week in the Dubai desert. “The year’s gone incredibly
well so far but having said that I do still need to manage expec-
tations,” he told his Team Ineos website on Friday.

“I’m still quite a way off where I was at the Dauphine
before the crash. It’s going to take me a while to get back to
that shape.” “It will be a huge relief just to be back in the
peloton again,” he said. “It feels like I’ve been given a second
chance to come back to pro racing after a crash like that. I’m
definitely not taking that for granted.”

Froome joins a high-class field featuring last year’s runner-
up Alexandro Valverde (Movistar), Adam Yates (Mitchelton-
Scott), and an Ineos squad with Rohan Dennis and in-form
Eddie Dunbar. —AFP

LAS VEGAS: US boxer Deontay Wilder (L) and British boxer Tyson Fury (R) face off during their official weigh-in at the
MGM Grand Las Vegas in Las Vegas, Nevada. The boxers will fight for the World Boxing Council (WBC) Heavyweight
Championship Title at the MGM Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas. —AFP


