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An ancient tomb thought
to belong to Rome’s
founder Romulus is pic-
tured at the Curia -
Comitium in the Roman
Forum of Rome, during
its presentation to the
media. — AFP photos

In this handout picture Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed (right) is given a 18th
century crown by Sirak Asfaw (left), who had kept it hidden in his apartment in the
Netherlands for two decades, during a hand over private ceremony in Addis Ababa.

In this handout picture a 18th century crown who has been
kept hidden by a Dutch citizen for two decades is pictured in
Ethiopia’s Prime Minister office during a hand over private
ceremony in Addis Ababa.— AFP photos

An ancient tomb thought to belong to Rome’s
founder Romulus was presented to the world
on Friday, after months of investigation by his-

tory sleuths. The 6th century BC stone sarcophagus,
with an accompanying circular altar, was discovered
under the Forum in the heart of Italy’s capital over a
century ago-but experts could not agree on
whether or not it belonged to the fabled figure.
According to legend, Romulus founded the city after
killing his twin brother Remus.

The brothers had been raised by a she-wolf-the
symbol of Rome shows them sucking at her teats-
but later fell out over where to build the new
metropolis. Historians have long been divided not
only over whether the pair actually existed, but if so
where Romulus’ body-which was reportedly dis-
membered after his death by angry senators-may
have been buried. The tomb was found in the 19th
century and was known to specialists at the time but
was forgotten until new digs within the past year. 

The Colosseum Archaeological Park, which man-
ages the Forum where the sarcophagus lies, said
recent clues all pointed to it being the founder’s
tomb, in what it labeled an “extraordinary discov-
ery”. Still, archaeologists called for caution, saying it
was impossible to scientifically confirm-and no
bones were found inside the sarcophagus. “It’s only
a suggestion based on ancient sources, all of which
speak of the presence of the tomb of Romulus in this
area of the Forum,” Patrizia Fortini, who was charged
with the dig, told AFP.  “It’s certainly an important
monument. The shape of the chest reminds us of a

memorial, a place of remembrance, but what it really
was, we can’t say.” 

‘Rome’s political birth’ 
Romulus, made popular by writers such as Livy,

Ovid and Plutarch, is said to have ploughed a square
furrow around the Palatine Hill to demarcate the
walls of the future city. When a mocking Remus
hopped over the “wall” to prove how ineffective it
would be against invaders, his brother killed him. A
team of scientists carrying out a dig in the late 1980s
discovered a long, deep gash marked by large
stones, which they claimed was the “sacred furrow”
ploughed by Romulus.  Legend has it he went on to
establish the Roman senate and rule as the city’s first
king for nearly 40 years, before disappearing into
thin air one day while out inspecting his troops.

Some versions of the tale have him taken up to
heaven by the god of war but others have him bru-
tally murdered by jealous senators, who tore him
limb from limb and scattered his body parts across
the city. There may have been no body to bury. In
any case, Romulus acquired a cult following, making
it more than plausible that the ancient city built a
shrine to its beloved-and possibly mythical-founder.
“Whether Romulus existed or not is not important,”
archaeologist Paolo Carafa told AFP. “What matters
is that this figure is considered by the ancients to
mark the political birth of the city.”— AFP

Ethiopia’s government on Thursday
assumed custody of a priceless 18th-
century crown that a former refugee

had kept hidden in his apartment in the
Netherlands for two decades. The han-
dover took place at a ceremony in the cap-
ital, Addis Ababa, attended by Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed and Sigrid Kaag, the
Dutch minister for foreign trade and devel-
opment cooperation. Sirak Asfaw, the one-
time refugee who is now a Dutch citizen,
fled Ethiopia during the late 1970s during
the so-called “Red Terror” purges.

He found the gilded crown-which fea-
tures images of Christ and the Twelve

Apostles-in 1998 in a suitcase left behind
by a visitor. It had “disappeared” from the
Holy Trinity Church in Cheleqot, a village
in northern Ethiopia, the Dutch govern-
ment said in a statement Thursday.  Sirak
assumed the crown had been stolen but
worried it would “just disappear again” if
he returned it to Ethiopia’s leaders, so he
kept it in his apartment in the Dutch port
city of Rotterdam, he told AFP last year. 

Only after Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
took office in 2018 did Sirak feel comfort-
able handing it over. He then contacted
Arthur Brand, a renowned Dutch art detec-
tive, who brought the story to the Dutch

government’s attention. “We’re honored
and delighted to have been able to facili-
tate the rightful return,” Kaag, the Dutch
minister, said in a statement Thursday. Abiy
thanked the Dutch government for organ-
izing the artefact’s return, according to a
report from state-affiliated Fana
Broadcasting Corporate, which noted that
the crown “is thought to be one of just 20
in existence”.  By Thursday afternoon, the
crown was on display at Ethiopia’s
National Museum. — AFP

Giorgio Armani accused the fashion
industry on Friday of “raping” women
with short-lived trends and sex-driven

marketing as he presented his Emporio Armani
line at Milan Fashion Week. “I think it’s time for
me to say what I think. Women keep getting
raped by designers, by us,” Armani, 85, told
reporters on the sidelines of the show for the
line aimed at younger customers. “If a lady
walks on the street and sees an ad with a
woman with her b**bs and a**e in plain sight

and she wants to be like that too, that’s a way
of raping her,” Armani said. “You can rape a
woman in many ways, either by throwing her
in the basement or by suggesting that she
dresses in a certain way.”

Armani, known for his sober, elegant outfits,
founded his label in 1975 and has built it into a
global brand. “In my show there are short
skirts, long skirts, ample and tight trousers. I
have given maximum freedom to women who
can use all possibilities if they are sensible,” he

said. “I’m sick of hearing the word ‘trend’. We
need to try to work for today’s woman. There
shouldn’t be trends,” he said. In his Fall/Winter
2020 Emporio Armani show the designer
stayed loyal to his simple and neutral looks,
keeping silhouettes loose and straight lined
with a new emphasis on recycled materials.

“The R-EA capsule collection has been
made with recycled fabrics and materials, as it
has already been done for Emporio men’s line,”
Armani said after the show. At the beginning,

black dominated the catwalk, then it was the
turn of shades of green and blue, because
“shops need colors to catch customers’ eye,”
as Armani remarked. Models wore short lace
trimmed shorts, opaque tights and wide-
legged trousers. Dressed were ruffled and
cinched at the waist with belts or combined
velvet and silk.

Jackets, long and flowing or cropped and
buttoned, were combined with tiny halter neck
tops. Footwear mainly consisted of laced up

boots and bags and clutches were small.
Velvet, a recurring material, was also used in
accessories. “The Emporio Armani woman is
strong-willed, eclectic and bold in her deci-
sions. With little regard for mundane rules, she
is a young woman that bewilders and aston-
ishes,” show notes read. Armani will present
the Fall/Winter 2020 collection for his main
Giorgio Armani line today. — Reuters

Models present creations for
Emporio Armani’s Women Fall -
Winter 2020 fashion collection on
Friday  in Milan. — AFP photos


