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Teenage pop star Billie Eilish scored another record 
on Friday as her new single enjoyed the biggest 
opening week of all time for a James Bond theme in 

the British charts. “No Time To Die” landed  straight in at 
number one, according to the Official Singles Chart, 
becoming the 18-year-old’s first British chart-topper. The 
single, co-written and produced by the US star and her 
brother Finneas, earned 90,000 chart sales and 10.6 mil-
lion streams, making it the biggest opening week for a 
single so far this year. 

The ballad has the grungy melancholic feel that has 
propelled Eilish to star status and caps a remarkable few 
weeks for the teenager. Last month, Eilish was the break-
out star at the Grammys, sweeping five awards including 
the “big four” prizes: Album of the Year, Song of the Year, 
Record of the Year and Best New Artist. She also won 
best international female solo artist at this week’s Brit 
Awards, and performed her Bond song during the cere-
mony. The Los Angeles-born singer, who only turned 18 in 
December, is the youngest artist to record a Bond track.  

The 25th installment of the British spy saga, due out in 
April, sees Bond drawn out of retirement in Jamaica by his 
old friend and CIA agent Felix Leiter. Rami Malek, who 
won a best actor Oscar for his depiction of Queen front-
man Freddie Mercury in “Bohemian Rhapsody”, plays the 
villain. — AFP  

 
US singer-songwriter Billie Eilish collects her 

International Female Solo Artist award during the BRIT 
Awards 2020 ceremony and live show in London. — AFP  

Harvey Weinstein leaves the Manhattan Criminal Court, as a jury 
continues with deliberations in New York City. — AFP 

BTS 

The jury in Harvey Weinstein’s rape trial hinted it was 
struggling to reach agreement on the most serious 
charge of predatory sexual assault as day four of 

deliberations ended Friday without a verdict. The 12 jurors 
asked New York state Judge James Burke whether they 
could be hung on one or both of the top counts but unani-
mous on the three lesser counts. Weinstein, 67, faces life in 
prison if the jury of seven men and five women convict him 
of predatory sexual assault following the Manhattan trial. 
The jury is considering five counts against the fallen film 
producer: two of predatory sexual assault, two of rape and 
one of engaging in a criminal sexual act. 

The jury must reach unanimous verdicts on each count, 
although if they find him guilty of the most serious 
charges, they do not need to consider the lesser ones. On 
Friday, the jurors submitted a written question to Burke 
asking whether they could be deadlocked on the predato-
ry sexual assault charges but reach decisions on rape and 
the criminal sexual act. Burke told them to take more time 
after lead prosecutor Joan Illuzzi-Orbon said the state was 
not willing to accept a partial verdict at the moment. 
“Please resume your deliberations,” he said, without 
directly answering their question. 

The defense said it was OK with a partial verdict. The 
jury was dismissed at 3:00 pm (2000 GMT) and will 
reconvene at 9:30 am Monday. The charges relate to ex-
actress Jessica Mann and former production assistant 
Mimi Haleyi. Mann, 34, says Weinstein raped her in March 
2013, while Haleyi alleges he forcibly performed oral sex 
on her in July 2006. To convict on predatory sexual 
assault, they must believe one or both of the women plus 
“The Sopranos” actress Annabella Sciorra who says 
Weinstein raped her almost 30 years ago.—AF 

K-pop superstars BTS released their new 
album “Map of the Soul: 7” Friday, breaking 
records even before it came out as the coun-

try’s most pre-ordered album ever and its lead sin-
gle making its debut on video app TikTok.  BTS-or 
Bangtan Sonyeondan, which translates as 
Bulletproof Boy Scouts-have gained a huge global 
following, becoming the first K-pop group to top 
charts in the US and Britain with a string of sold-
out shows in Los Angeles, Paris and London’s 
Wembley Stadium. Their latest effort was given a 
simultaneous worldwide release online at 6 pm 
South Korean time (0900 GMT). 

Just 30 minutes later, the video for its lead sin-
gle “ON”-a song about the artists’ aspirations and 
sense of purpose-had been viewed by nearly half a 
million fans on YouTube, with more than 134,000 
comments. “We’ve voluntarily entered this beauti-
ful prison,” the song’s lyrics read. “Even when we 
fall, we rise again, as we always have.” The hashtag 
#BTSComeback2020 trended following the 
release, as well as #WeONWithBTS, with fans 
posting videos of themselves in tears after listening 
to the album. 

“Can we just appreciate how perfect the cho-
reography, those moves, those voice, and those 
faces? I’m speechless,” one fan posted on Twitter. 
Another wrote: “I’ve been crying listening to the 
songs without knowing the meanings of the 
lyrics... how am I gonna cope when lyric transla-
tions come out?” 

 
Seven years  

The album’s title alludes to both the number of 
members in the band and the time since the group 

made their debut. The song “ON” is “like a diary of 
our past seven years”, member RM told Apple 
Music before the release.  “We stumble from time 
to time but we got back up,” he said. “It’s like a 
declaration that we have admitted our destiny.” 
The group had managed to “expand out musical 
spectrum”, RM added. 

“In 2013 we had a performance in front of 300 
people, 500 people. But now we are doing stadium 
tours, so everything’s got bigger and happier.” 
“Map of the Soul: 7” was the most pre-ordered 
South Korean album of all time, with more than 
four million copies sold before its release. The 
group had rolled out a 30-second preview “ON” 
exclusively on TikTok Thursday, momentarily caus-

ing the app to crash. They are the first band to 
introduce a single via the short-form video plat-
form, and the snippet offered a challenge calling on 
fans to use the music to create their own videos. 
More than 33,000 videos were made using the 
track by Friday morning, showing fans dancing to 
the song in classrooms, bedrooms, airport termi-
nals and elsewhere. But one dark cloud on the 
band’s otherwise stellar horizon has emerged: a 
high-profile concert initially scheduled for March 8 
in Daegu has been cancelled due to the novel 
coronavirus outbreak in the city. — AFP 

 

Pixar’s new film “Onward” hits screens around the 
world at the end of the month with the much-loved 
animation company hoping that it will restore a little 

glitter to a brand that has dulled in recent years. “Onward”, 
which screened at the Berlinale on Friday, is Pixar Animation 
Studios’ first original animated feature since “Coco” in 2017 
and is closer to the world of Harry Potter than Buzz 
Lightyear. It is a tale of unicorns and magic in which two 
brothers-Ian and Barley Lightfoot voiced by Tom Holland 
and Chris Pratt-have 24 hours to reconnect with their father 
who died many years earlier, before Ian, the younger of the 
two, was even born.  

It is a buddy movie that opens up fraternal relations as 
well as the father-son relation.  But things do not quite go as 
planned, as one might expect in a Pixar quest movie, and the 
two brothers stumble through a fantasy universe with magic 
wands, spells, dragons and unicorns.  In some respects it 
unfurls like a video game, a world unfamiliar to director Dan 
Scanlon who previously teamed up with “Onward” producer 
Kori Dae on the 2013 film “Monsters University”. “I didn’t 
know very much about that but luckily we are working with 
Pixar and they brought their love of these games, and they 
taught us a lot,” Scanlon told a news conference prior to the 
Berlin screening on Friday. The story came from Scanlon 
who lost his own father when he was a child. 

“After ‘Monsters University’, we wanted to make some-
thing more personal, from an honest place,” said Scanlon. 
“I told Kori about my own experience, having lost my 
father when I was a one-year-old and my brother only 
three. “We had so many questions about what he was like 
and how we were like him, we did not remember him at all”.  
“That becomes kind of the seed of the story.” Pixar cer-
tainly has high hopes for “Onward”. The success of “Toy 
Story 4” at this year’s Oscars meant the company had 
racked up 10 academy awards for best animated feature 
since the category was created in 2001.  However, they 
have come under fire for the fact that four of their last five 
films have been sequels. — AFP 

US President Donald Trump on Thursday scorned the 
best picture Oscar for the South Korean film 
“Parasite,” asking how a foreign movie could get the 

honor. “How bad was the Academy Awards this year?” 
Trump asked the crowd at a packed re-election campaign 
rally in Colorado Springs, Colorado. “We got enough 
problems with South Korea, with trade. On top of it, they 
give them the best movie of the year?” Trump asked in 
disbelief. “Parasite,” a dark comedy exploring class 
divides, made history by becoming the first non-English-
language film to win Hollywood’s biggest prize. Saying 
“was it good? I don’t know,” Trump seemed to indicate he 
had not watched the film. 

Neon, the US distributor for “Parasite,” answered the 
president on Twitter, saying his opposition to the subtitled 
film was “Understandable, he can’t read.” Trump, whose 
presidency has been built on a nationalist “America first” 
platform, said it was time to bring back classics from 
Hollywood’s golden age. “Let’s get ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Can we get ‘Gone With the Wind’ back please? ‘Sunset 
Boulevard?’” he said. The success of “Parasite”-which also 
garnered the Oscars for Best Director, Best Original 
Screenplay and Best International Feature-has caused 
huge excitement in its home country, and South Koreans 
dismissed Trump’s comments as unsurprising and tasteless. 
“I feel sorry for American citizens” for having Trump as 
their president, one Korean poster wrote on Facebook.   

Another added: “Trump just proved that the Oscars had 
indeed been very local,” referencing an earlier description 
of the awards by “Parasite” director Bong Joon-ho. Bong 
and the movie’s cast were invited to lunch at South Korea’s 

presidential Blue House on Thursday, where President 
Moon Jae-in said he was “particularly proud of the fact 
that... Bong’s ability was so excellent that it broke down 
the barrier”. At his rally Trump also took a crack at Best 
Supporting Actor winner Brad Pitt, calling him “a little 
wiseguy.” Pitt used his award acceptance speech to sup-
port the president’s impeachment. — AFP 

 

Protest-hit Chile takes a tentative step back to normal-
ity on Sunday when Latin America’s biggest music 
festival gets underway at Vina del Mar amid height-

ened security. Protests that flared up in October-initially 
over a rise in metro fares-abated during the summer holi-
days before breaking out anew in recent weeks, raising 
authorities’ concerns over mass gatherings. Ricky Martin, 
Maroon 5 and Puerto Rican star Ozuna are the headline 
acts as the annual festival in the Pacific Coast resort city 
begins amid threats of protests. 

Calls to disrupt the festival have circulated on social 
networks, with protests to center on the Quinta Vergara  
amphitheater where the festival has been held for more 
than six decades.  Organizers have installed metal detec-
tors at entrances and brought festival opening times for-
ward for the duration of the six-day festival.  In another 
sign of official nervousness, the festival’s traditional 
Hollywood-style red carpet opening, one of Chile’s most 
watched televised events, has been canceled. 

 
Ricky Martinʼs message  

Ricky Martin, who supported the social protests, will 
open the festival on Sunday with a performance from his 
Movimento Tour. At the height of the protests, Martin 
addressed a message to Chile’s President Sebastian Pinera 
on social media: “You have to know that the will of a peo-
ple is respected, is obeyed, is fulfilled. Listen to your peo-
ple.” Outspoken Chilean star Mon Laferte’s performance 
will be closely watched. She bared her breasts in a mes-
sage of support for protesters at the Latin Grammy Awards 
in Las Vegas in November. 

Stand-up comedians have been warned to refrain 
from making jibes at the authorities during the festival, 
which runs through February 28. Since authorities 
announced a modest hike in metro fares in the capital 
Santiago on October 18, more than 30 people have died 
in protests. They quickly mushroomed into wider dis-
content over inequality and the rejection of conservative 
billionaire Pinera and his government. A nationwide ref-
erendum on  changing the dictatorship-era constitution 
is set for April. — AFP 

 

 

Media groups Fox Corp. and NBCUniversal 
are looking to buy ad-supported stream-
ing platforms meant to lure customers who 

don’t want to spend money on subscriptions, the 
Wall Street Journal reported Friday. Fox, the 
Murdoch-family controlled media group which 
owns the Fox News Channel, has said it would be 
willing to shell out some $500 million for Tubi, a 
streaming platform which airs mostly older movies 
and TV shows, the report said. 

A tie-up could help expand the footprint of Fox, 
which last year sold much of its film and television 
assets to Disney but retained its broadcast televi-
sion network in the deal. Tubi, sometimes called the 
“free Netflix,” claims to have some 25 million users 
and recently announced an expansion into Europe. 
It already operates in the United States, Canada 
and Australia. NBCUniversal, a subsidiary of 
Comcast, is meanwhile engaged in what the WSJ 
called advanced talks with Vudu, a Walmart-owned, 
ad-supported service that allows users to rent and 
buy movies or watch them online via a free stream-
ing platform. 

NBCUniversal already has plans to launch a new 
streaming television service called Peacock in April, 
which can be accessed both ad-free or with ads at 
different payment tiers. The potential Fox and 
NBCUniversal acquisitions come as internet plat-
forms and entertainment groups are launching 
streaming and on-demand services as part of a 
larger trend to attract viewers who are veering 
away from traditional television.—AFP 

 
 

Ricky Martin 

In this file photo South Korean film director Bong Joon Ho poses 
with his engraved awards as he attends the 92nd Oscars 
Governors Ball at the Hollywood & Highland Center in 
Hollywood, California. — AFP 


