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Sanders warns Russia, 
as Trump scoffs amid 
new meddling charges 
WASHINGTON: Bernie Sanders on Friday warned
Russia not to meddle in the Democratic presidential race,
as Donald Trump angrily dismissed assertions that
Moscow was again seeking to boost his election
chances. Trump has come under fresh fire for removing
US intelligence chief Joseph Maguire, replacing him with
a loyal partisan with no direct experience in the field,
days after Maguire’s staff told lawmakers that Russia
was again interfering in a US election to support Trump. 

Sanders, a self-described socialist who is leading the
race for the Democratic nomination to challenge Trump
in November, told reporters that US officials briefed him
“about a month ago” of efforts to interfere in the 2020
race. “Unlike Donald Trump, I do not consider (Russian
President) Vladimir Putin a good friend. He is an auto-
cratic thug who is attempting to destroy democracy and
crush dissent in Russia,” Sanders said in a statement. “I
don’t care, frankly, who Putin wants to be president,” he
added. “My message to Putin is clear: stay out of
American elections, and as president I will make sure
that you do.”

His comments came moments after The Washington
Post reported that US intelligence told Sanders that
Russia was seeking to help his campaign. The form of
assistance was unclear but Sanders has suggested that
Russia could be behind belligerent online remarks by his
professed supporters that have drawn condemnation
from other candidates. “They’re trying to cause chaos,
they’re trying to cause hatred in America,” Sanders told
reporters in California. An exhaustive report by former
FBI chief Robert Mueller found that Russia backed
Trump’s 2016 campaign, including by manipulating social
media, but did not find that the campaign colluded with
Moscow. Trump has showed irritation at any suggestions
he won because of Russia. Speaking at a rally in Las
Vegas, Trump said he had heard a “rumor” that “Putin
wants to make sure I get elected.” “Wouldn’t he rather
have, let’s say, Bernie?” he said.

He earlier tweeted that accounts of Russian support
were a “hoax” and “misinformation campaign” by
Democrats “who still have been unable to, after two
weeks, count their votes in Iowa,” which held the first
contest among candidates. In Moscow, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said the allegations were “like
the usual paranoid announcements, which unfortunately
will multiply as we get closer to the election.” “Of course,
they have nothing to do with the truth,” he said.

‘National security crisis’ 
President Vladimir Putin, however, acknowledged

when he met Trump in July 2018 that he supported the
populist billionaire’s campaign, seeing him as friendlier to
Moscow than rival Hillary Clinton. Trump was later
impeached in a separate scandal over holding back mili-
tary aid to Ukraine, which is fighting Russian-backed
separatists, to pressure the Kiev government to dig up
dirt on a Democratic candidate. Former CIA director
John Brennan, who served under presidents Barack
Obama and George W Bush, said the United States had
entered “a full-blown national security crisis.”

“By trying to prevent the flow of intelligence to
Congress, Trump is abetting a Russian covert operation
to keep him in office for Moscow’s interests, not
America’s,” he wrote on Twitter. Democratic presidential
candidate Elizabeth Warren said the 2020 election reve-
lations showed the “enormous” challenge. “It should
worry all of us that we now live in an America where one
political party seems to think that foreign interference
helps them in an election,” she said at a CNN forum with
voters in Nevada.

Senator Chris Van Hollen denounced both Trump’s
appointment of a “novice” new intelligence chief and the
Senate’s blocking of election reform bills backed by
Democrats. “Our intel agencies say Putin is interfering in
our election to help Trump,” he wrote on Twitter.
“What’s the definition of treason?” Representative Eric
Swalwell, who serves on the House intelligence commit-
tee, tweeted simply: “Agent for Russia.” —AFP

PARIS: They may lack centralized organization or even
a common goal, but white supremacists encouraged by
the exploits of extremist “heroes” canonized on social
media pose an ever-growing security threat, analysts
say. After nine people in Germany were killed by a gun-
man with “a very deeply racist attitude,” the country’s
interior minister on Friday warned that the far right still
posed a “very high” security threat.

The shootings on Wednesday at a shisha bar and a
cafe in the city of Hanau were the latest in a growing list
of attacks in the West attributed to self-appointed
defenders of a “white race” perceived to be under threat
from migration, globalization and Islam. From
Christchurch to Pittsburg, Halle to El Paso, militants have
been emboldened by a narrative of hatred spread on the
internet with an ease that observers find worrying.

Internet a ‘facilitator’ 
“This digital ecosystem is fuelling a cumulative

momentum, which serves to lower ‘thresholds’ to vio-
lence for those engaged in this space, both in the
United States and elsewhere,” Graham Macklin, assis-
tant professor at the Center for Research on Extremism
at the University of Oslo, said in a recent article. One
attack “encourages and inspires another, creating a
growing ‘canon’ of ‘saints’ and ‘martyrs’ for others to
emulate,” he wrote-noting that Norwegian neo-Nazi
Anders Behring Breivik, who massacred 77 people in
2011, had become “an aspirational figure” for many.

According to the Soufan Center, a global security
think-tank, white supremacism has entered a phase of
globalization driven by niche websites popular among
neo-Nazis, such as Gab and 8chan, and even the so-
called “white power” music scene. “White supremacy
extremists rely on a diverse set of techniques to radi-
calize potential recruits,” it said in a recent report, with
attackers “lionized” on such platforms “as heroes, mar-
tyrs, ‘saints,’ ‘commanders’ and other honorifics.”   

White extremists do not share a single, common
goal-some seek self rule, others the expulsion of
minorities-but all believe their “race” to be under
threat. “Many adherents to transnational white
supremacy extremism hold millenarian and apocalyptic
beliefs about an imminent race war, with some ardent
believers in the end of time and influenced by elements
of Christian identity,” Soufan said. 

Some believe their governments are conspiring with
minority populations to bring about their demise-the so-
called Great Replacement theory, based on the title of a
2011 book by French writer Renaud Camus. Anais Voy-
Gillis, an extreme right specialist at the French Institute of
Geopolitics, said: “The current context, with notably the
migrant crisis of 2015, has surely contributed to the radi-
calization of many people who are now ready to cross
over to action.” Not only fringe sites are used to spread
messages of fear, hate, and racial superiority. The gun-
man who attacked two mosques in Christchurch, New
Zealand, last March, killing 51 Muslim worshippers,

live-streamed his attack live on Facebook. A few
months later, an anti-Semitic attack in the east German
city of Halle, which claimed two lives, was posted on the
streaming platform Twitch. “There are many radical
groups in the world and the internet is a facilitator for
them to get together nationally and even international-
ly,” Voy-Gillis said.

‘Exporter’ of white supremacism 
In Europe, a well-organized coordination of far-right

efforts seems unlikely, for now. Last June, a French par-
liamentary committee conducted an analysis of far-
right groups in the country, including attempts to make
contact with like-minded organizations elsewhere in
Europe, notably in Germany, Greece, Belgium, Italy,
Britain, Spain and Austria. At the time, the boss of
France’s DGSI domestic intelligence service Nicolas
Lerner told investigators the chances were “extremely
limited” that these movements would have the ability to
work together at a European level. But within a coun-
try’s borders, the threat is real. German Interior
Minister Horst Seehofer said Friday that right-wing
extremism was the “biggest security threat” facing his
country, as he announced a more visible police pres-
ence and bolstered surveillance at mosques, train sta-
tions, airports and borders. In the United States, an FBI
report last November showed that 65 percent of “lone
wolf” perpetrators of terror attacks where white.

Nearly a fifth (19 percent) of 52 such attacks com-

mitted in the United States between 1972 and 2015
were motivated by ideologies “advocating for the supe-
riority of the white race,” it found. It was the same per-
centage as attackers motivated by radical Islamist doc-
trine. “For almost two decades, the United States has
pointed abroad at countries who are exporters of
extreme Islamist ideology,” Russell Travers, acting
director of the National Counterterrorism Center, said
in November. “We are now being seen as the exporters
of white supremacist ideology; that’s a reality with
which we are going to have to deal,” he said. —AFP

‘White race’ perceived to be under threat from migration, globalization, Islam

Emboldened by ‘heroes’ and hate 
music, white extremists on the rise

Filipino-Americans 
‘fired up’ as Tagalog 
added to Nevada poll
LAS VEGAS: Manny Pacquiao, dinners and prayer
services: Activists are using every tool possible to get
the booming Filipino-American community in Las
Vegas to the polls for Saturday’s Democratic nomina-
tion vote. Overlooked in the past, Filipinos have rapidly
become the western desert state’s largest Asian-
American community - almost 200,000 by some esti-
mates, in a state of three million people - forcing candi-
dates to take notice. 

For the first time, the Tagalog language will be used
on voting cards along with English and Spanish at the
Democratic caucuses. “We’re proud that they are rec-
ognizing us,” said Margie Gonzales, a Filipina commu-
nity leader. “It means a lot - it means recognition.”
Gonzales, who chairs the county’s Asian American and
Pacific Islanders (AAPI) commission, has also begun
training politicians to speak a few Tagalog words. 

“When you start knocking on doors, it helps if you
greet a Filipino family opening the door in Tagalog,”
she said. “That’s a way to make that person smile - you
feel welcome.” Feeling welcome is key for a minority
community in which immigration and xenophobia are
major concerns. Like Latinos, Filipino-Americans tend
to vote Democrat. “When Trump talks about not bring-
ing in relatives and things like that, that same thing
applies to Asians,” said Tick Segerblom, a commission-
er for Clark County, where Las Vegas is located. 

‘Squeak of a mouse’ 
“So Trump has really been a boon as far as organiz-

ing Asians.” But traditionally Filipino-Americans have
not voted in large numbers. To counter that, Gonzales
and her fellow activists introduced a tradition commonly
found during election campaigns back in the Philippines
- the Kamayan, a large communal feast. These typically
see politicians mingle at long tables covered in banana
leaves, with a whole roast pig on the menu.

The feasts hosted in Las Vegas by Gonzales so far

have not endorsed specific candidates. A grand
Kamayan is planned once the Democratic Party settles
on a nominee - but that has not stopped those in the
race from reaching out. Democratic candidate Tulsi
Gabbard, who is Hawaiian, has made inroads, as have
Pete Buttigieg and Elizabeth Warren. “This is an over-
looked and often ignored community and I feel like
Elizabeth Warren celebrates our existence and doesn’t
use us as props,” said Filipina campaign volunteer
Ninna Diaz, 27.

The community is “definitely taking notice,” she
added.  More recently, Gonzales has conducted
Tagalog-language caucus training for campaigns
including that of Bernie Sanders. “The mere fact that a
lot of politicians are calling me and other Filipino-
American leaders, it shows you that we are becoming

important,” she said. “They are paying attention to us,
because they know now that we vote.” She added:
“Our voice used to be like the squeak of a mouse... But
we are getting fired up now.”

In a sign of the group’s growing visibil ity,
Segerblom and others are leading a campaign to
rename a stretch of eastern Las Vegas, which is home
to many community restaurants and stores, Little
Filipinotown. But Gonzales turned to one of the most
visible icons of all - global boxing superstar and
Philippines Senator Manny Pacquiao, who was in Las
Vegas for a fight in 2014. “We were able to get to his
suite - he posed with us, holding our banner,” said
Gonzales, who now uses the image to boost voter reg-
istration drives. “It gets the Filipinos excited - in fact,
even non-Filipinos!”- —AFP

Terrorists 
are ‘generally
Muslims’: 
Ryanair CEO
LONDON: Muslim men should be profiled
at airports as terrorists will “generally be
of a Muslim persuasion”, Ryanair CEO
Michael O’Leary said in an interview pub-
lished yesterday, sparking accusations of
racism.  “Who are the bombers?” the
budget airline’s controversial chief execu-
tive said while discussing airport security
in the interview with the Times newspaper.

“They are going to be single males travel-
ling on their own... If you are travelling
with a family of kids, on you go; the
chances you are going to blow them all up
is zero.”

“You can’t say stuff, because it’s racism,
but it will generally be males of a Muslim
persuasion. Thirty years ago it was the
Irish.” A spokesman from the Muslim coun-
cil of Britain accused O’Leary of
“Islamophobia”.  O’Leary was “encourag-
ing racism”, Labor MP Khalid Mahmood
told the newspaper. “In Germany this week
a white person killed eight people. Should
we profile white people to see if they’re
being fascists?” The Ryanair CEO is known
for his controversial views and has floated
proposals to charge fliers to use the toilet
during Ryanair flights and a “fat tax” on
obese passengers.  —AFP

ROME: In this file photo taken on March 30, 2019, a Ryanair plane taxies on the
tarmac at Fiumicino airport. —AFP

HANAU, Germany: Videograb taken from footage made available
on YouTube shows Tobias R, a man suspected to have killed nine
people at a shisha bar and a cafe in this western German city
late Feb 19, 2020 before apparently killing himself. —AFP

Prince Harry, 
Meghan to stop 
using ‘royal’ brand
LONDON: Prince Harry and his wife Meghan will no
longer use the “Sussex Royal” label when they begin
their new life outside the royal inner circle in the
spring, their spokeswoman said Friday. The couple will
formally step down as senior royals from March 31 and
will no longer carry out duties on behalf of Queen
Elizabeth II after that date. “The Duke and Duchess of
Sussex do not intend to use ‘SussexRoyal’ in any terri-
tory post Spring 2020,” said the spokeswoman. They
will also not use the name for their new non-profit
organization, due to be announced in the coming
months, she added.

The couple currently use the name for their popular
Instagram account and a website set up after their
shock announcement. They also have made dozens of
trademark applications for various products. They
announced on Wednesday that their new life will begin
on April 1, when they will give up their office at
Buckingham Palace-the queen’s London residence.
Harry, the 35-year-old second son of the heir apparent
Prince Charles, will remain sixth in line to the throne,
with no change in the line of succession. 

The former army officer will also keep his military
ranks of major, lieutenant commander and squadron
leader in the army, navy and air force, the spokes-
woman announced. He and Meghan, 38, will continue to
be known as the Duke and Duchess of Sussex. They
have been living in a luxury mansion on Canada’s
Pacific west coast with their baby son Archie since the
New Year. Harry and Meghan first used the Sussex
Royal name when they created their own household
following a split from brother Prince William. —AFP

LAS VEGAS: Elizabeth Warren supporter Ninna Diaz poses with material she will distribute while out knocking on
doors of registered Democrats and Independents to make sure people are registered to vote on Friday. —AFP

LONDON: In this fi le photo taken on Oct 15, 2019,
Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, and Britain’s
Meghan, Duchess of Sussex attend the annual WellChild
Awards.  —AFP


