
‘Made in Qatar’
sponsors honored
KUWAIT: With the pres-
ence of Qatar’s minister of
commerce and industry Ali
Bin Ahmad Al-Kawari and his
Kuwaiti counterpart Khaled
Al-Roudhan, Qatar Chamber
held a special ceremony to
honor the sponsors of ‘Made
in Qatar 2020’ expo recently
held in Kuwait. The ceremony
was also attended by Qatar
Chamber Chairman Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Jassem Al Thani
and the deputy chairman of
Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
Abdul Wahab Mohammad
Al-Wazzan. 

Speaking on the occasion, Qatar Chamber Director
Saleh Bin Hamad Al-Sharqi stressed the Qatar Chamber’s
first exhibition was held in Kuwait coinciding with
Kuwait’s national celebrations, “which is a special occa-
sion for us, and upon which we extend our heartiest con-
gratulations to Kuwait, it’s leadership and people, wishing
them all happiness and prosperity.” Sharqi then invited
Kawari and Al Thani to the podium to hand accolades to
the honorees and sponsors starting with Roudhan on
behalf of the exhibition’s patron His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

Honorees also included Abdul Aziz Bin Nasser Al
Khalifa, CEO of Qatar Development Bank; as the
expo’s strategic partner, the head of Qatar Petroleum’s
Public Relations Department Rashid Hamad Subaih,
QNB Corporate Business Manager Khaled Ahmad Al-
Saadah, Qatar Industrial Manufacturing Company CEO
Abdurrahman Al-Ansari, Baldna Company’s Marketing
Manager Marwan Dimas, Ooredoo Kuwait CEO
Sheikh Mohammad Bin Abdullah Al Thani and Kuwait’s
daily Al-Jarida’s Editor-in-Chief Abdullah Bin Ghanem
Al-Mohanadi.  

OTTAWA: Kuwait Embassy in Ottawa hosted a cele-
bration to honor a number of Canadian veterans who
took part in Kuwait Liberation War in 1991. The func-
tion, attended by Canadian Minister of Veterans
Affairs and Associate Minister of National Defense
Lawrence MacAulay, coincides with the celebrations
marking Kuwait’s 59th National Day and 29th
Liberation Day. Kuwait’s Ambassador to Canada
Reem Al-Khaled presented orders, shields and certifi-
cates of appreciation to a number of Canadian veter-

ans during the celebration and then delivered a
speech to the gathering. On behalf of the leaders and
people of the State of Kuwait, Ambassador Khaled
renewed gratitude to the global coalition, including a
4,000-strong Canadian force, for their role in libera-
tion from the Iraqi invasion. She spoke highly of “the
great sacrifices offered by the Canadian forces which
will remain in our memory forever.” 

She also appreciated Canada’s participation in the
UN peace keeping force which signals the country’s

commitment to the world peace and security.
Meanwhile, MacAulay thanked Kuwait and
Ambassador Khaled for the kind initiative to honor
the Canadian veterans. “It is a kind gesture to honor
the veterans despite the elapse of 29 years, which
reflects the noble attitude of the political leaders and
people of Kuwait,” he pointed out. On the sidelines of
the celebration, a photo gallery was organized to fea-
ture the sacrifices offered by forces of the global
coalition during the Liberation War. — KUNA
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More than 50 years have passed since the
beginning of parliamentary life in
Kuwait. In this period, citizens have lived

the experience of democracy, which may be short
compared to Western countries, but it has been
rich, with both felicitous and unsuccessful prac-
tices. But, last week’s incident led some of us to
rethink what we have learned from this experi-
ence as a whole, its defects and means of reform
in order to preserve our democracy.

Unfortunately, the National Assembly wit-
nessed fighting and chaos, and everyone has been
shocked by the low level of dialogue and curses. I
know that many parliaments in the world may
have animosity among deputies, but we are a
small country and events such as these are never
acceptable.

After this unfortunate incident, some people
and dailies started to speak up openly about the
importance of evaluating our democratic experi-
ence and the need to reconsider a new democrat-
ic mechanism. I believe that the defect is not in
what some claim is the one-vote system. Or that
changing the number of votes or number of dis-
tricts will fix the situation. The problem goes
deeper than that. The most prominent example
was the rejection by some people to establish an
independent citizenship commission that Speaker
of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem
called for, which is a national demand to clear the
society of fraudulent citizenship and preserve
national identity.

The solution now lies with a proportional rep-
resentation system or proportional list of candi-
dates in each of the constituencies. The list sys-
tem combines individual and group work with
electoral programs and consists of people who
are able to define specific platforms of action
plans. Also, this will stop sectarianism and
enhance the democratic experience in Kuwait.

MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain has submitted a
proposal to amend the electoral system by adopt-
ing proportional lists. The proposal stipulates:
“Kuwait is divided into five electoral constituen-
cies; each constituency will elect 10 members, and
nomination will be based on lists. The number of
candidates in any of them in general or supple-
mentary elections may not exceed the number of
members to be elected.”

The amendments aim to ensure the success of
the largest number of candidates agreeing on a
unified electoral program that serves different
segments and groups of society, with each candi-
date in the list reaching the largest possible num-
ber of the total voters to obtain the largest num-
ber of votes. I think the problem lies in the parlia-
mentary system that makes an individual think
that passing laws should proceed according to
their personal ideas or that of their close circle or
group, and that passing laws can be by their sole
desire and not the nation they represent.

The current electoral system still depends on
individuals facilitating wasta and services and
gaining loyalties in order to satisfy the voter, to
the point that offering reform electoral programs
has become impossible. Therefore, it is time to
develop an engine of modern democracy that
adopts the list system, which is a universally-
known system whose effectiveness is proven.
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local spotlight Kuwait Embassy honors Canadian
veterans of Liberation War

OTTAWA: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Canada Reem Al-Khaled and Kuwait’s Embassy staff in a group photo with honored Canadian veterans of the Liberation War. — KUNA

Qatar Chamber Director
Saleh Bin Hamad 

Al-Sharqi addresses
the audience.

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan is honored during the event.

Ooredoo Kuwait
supports entrepreneurs
in Al-Souq Murouj 
KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, the first to launch inno-
vated digital services in Kuwait, partnered with Al-
Souq Murouj for the fourth consecutive year to organ-
ize the Murouj Market, a monthly weekend market for
local entrepreneurs and businesses. The market, which
was held at Murouj Complex, included an Ooredoo
dedicated booth, local farm produce, artisanal food
products and crafts, with a ‘street food’ section aimed
at highlighting the culinary diversity of Kuwait’s local

food community. The market
also offered a section dedi-
cated for children’s activities.
It is held once a month on
weekends, until March 2020.

Commenting on this
sponsorship, Ooredoo
Kuwait Senior Director of
Corporate Communications
Mijbil Alayoub said: “We are
happy to be supporting local
businesses and entrepre-
neurs through this engaging
project. This sponsorship

comes in tandem with our social responsibility strategy,
which in turn is based on our core values of caring,
connecting and challenging.” 

Mijbil Alayoub


