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I’d dived before but needed a refresher
and my friend was trying diving for the first
time, so we wanted to make sure we were in
safe hands. We found the team to be rep-
utable and trustworthy, but also down-to-
earth.  Established almost 20 years ago by
father and step-son Amjad Sulaibi and Rod
Abbotson, Dive Aqaba has a unique history.
Aqaba’s dive sites were named by Rod him-
self, who also holds the record for the deepest
dive in Jordanian history (167m if you were
curious).

Wrecks
The wrecks play a pivotal part in what lures

divers to Aqaba each year. You can find a
tank, a plane and a spectacular ship all within
meters of each other and the beach. There’s
also the well-preserved Al Shorouk shipwreck
at between 30 and 60 meters depth, and a
more technical dive at the Taiyong shipwreck.
These sunken beauties are, quite literally, fit
for a king - King Abdullah II of Jordan fre-
quents the waters often.

Marine life
Flitting above and amongst vibrant hard

and soft corals, you’re likely to see a brilliant
selection of fish when snorkeling or diving, the
most recognizable being parrotfish, clownfish

and lionfish. More rarely, you can spot sea-
horses, sea turtles, rays and moray eels. You
can also find life in the nooks and crevices of
the wrecks, such as starfish, crabs and
shrimps.

Accessibility
I’ve had some incredible diving experi-

ences before, from coasting alongside green
sea turtles in Bali to seeking out the sardine
run in the Philippines. In comparison, the div-
ing in Aqaba Marine Park was the most ef-
fortless and varied because the sites are so
easy to find and there are a whopping 23 to
choose from.

For those who want to base themselves in
the heart of the diving community, there are
good dive hotels and hostels lining the reefs
at South Beach such as the Red Sea Dive
Center and boho Darna Village, though there
is little else nearby. For others, you can easily
jump into a cheap taxi from Aqaba city and be
at the waterfront within 20 minutes.

My snorkeling experience
The Marine Park’s shallow corals make for

fabulous snorkeling. We spent two days snor-
keling and took our own masks and breathing
tubes - we didn’t feel the need to wear wet-
suits, but for some the water can feel a little


