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LUCKNOW: US President Donald Trump
vowed to “drain the swamp” of lobbyists and
elites in Washington DC. Now, one Indian city
is racing to clean up a stagnant river as he pre-
pares to visit. Trump arrives in India on Feb 24
on a maiden two-day trip that aims to repair bi-
lateral relations hurt by a trade spat. He plans to
visit the western city of Ahmedabad and India’s
capital New Delhi, as well as Agra, where he will
view the famed monument to love, the Taj
Mahal, at sunset.

In the city, authorities are on a clean-up drive,
including the polluted waters of the Yamuna
river, that backs on to the monument complex.

Jal Singh Meena, an officer with the Agra
Ganga Nahar, the government body that man-
ages the canal network that feeds into the Ya-
muna in Agra, said yesterday an additional 17
million liters of water are being released from
three locks in the week preceding Trump’s visit
on Monday- more than double the usual
amount.

The extra flow had been ordered “to keep it
clean and remove the foul smell,” he told
Reuters. Yesterday, workers scrubbed walls and

fountains at the monument, commissioned in
1632 by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan in memory
of his late wife Mumtaz, TV channels showed.
India’s best-known attraction, the Taj Mahal is
visited by nearly seven million tourists a year,
according to official data, but has been blighted
by overcrowding and pollution.

Along with polluted water, authorities are
battling some of the world’s filthiest air that
stains the white marble of the monument, and
increasingly aggressive troops of monkeys that
have been known to attack visitors. District au-
thorities have denied local media reports they
have relocated some of the more troublesome
primates for the visit, and that a bridge on a
proposed route taken by Trump will be unable
to bear the weight of his armor-plated limousine
known as “The Beast”. 

India will not rush into a trade deal with the
United States, an Indian foreign ministry
spokesman said yesterday, days before US
President Donald Trump’s visit. The two sides
have been trying to narrow differences over tar-
iffs and US demands for greater access to
India’s poultry and dairy markets.

“We do hope to reach an understanding
with an outcome that strikes the right balance
for both sides. These are complex negotia-

tions. We would not like to rush into a deal,”
foreign ministry spokesman Raveesh Kumar
told reporters.  —Reuters
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AGRA: In the city of Agra, authorities are on a clean-up drive, including the polluted waters of the Yamuna
river, that backs on to the monument complex. —File photo

Westinghouse 
set to sign pact 
with Indian firm 
for N-reactors 
NEW DELHI: US energy firm Westinghouse is
expected to sign a new agreement with state-
run Nuclear Power Corporation of India for the
supply of six nuclear reactors during US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s visit next week, officials
said, aiming to kickstart a long-running project.

The agreement will lay out timelines and the
lead local constructor for the reactors to be built
at Kovvada in southern India and also address lin-
gering concerns over India’s nuclear liability law.

The United States has been discussing the sale
of nuclear reactors to energy-hungry India since
a 2008 landmark civil nuclear energy pact and last
year the two governments announced they were
committed to the establishment of the six reactors.
Last week representatives from US energy and
commerce departments, Westinghouse, the US-
India Strategic Partnership Forum and The Nu-
clear Energy Institute were in India for talks with
government officials as part of a commercial mis-
sion to promote nuclear exports to India.

“We are encouraging moving forward with
Westinghouse and NPCIL to sign a MoU. It cer-
tainly is a private industry to private industry, a
business to business decision,” Dr. Rita Baran-
wal assistant secretary for the Office of Nuclear
Energy in the US Department of Energy, told

Reuters in a phone interview.
“We’re optimistic that an MoU will be signed

shortly,” Baranwal, who was part of the mission,
said. Once that is cleared the two sides will
begin contract negotiations, delivery schedules
and pick vendors. The plan for a new MoU has
not been previously reported.

Westinghouse did not respond to a request
for comment nor did NPCIL. But Indian foreign
ministry spokesman Raveesh Kumar said yester-
day Westinghouse and NPCIL were in talks to
move forward with the project. “Following res-
olution of Westinghouse’s bankruptcy issues, the
two sides are in discussion regarding the divi-
sion of responsibility of the work,” he said.
Trump has made bilateral trade with India a top
priority, seeking greater market access for US
products from farm goods to motorcycles. Ne-
gotiators are trying to put together a limited
trade deal before a bigger agreement that
Trump said this week will probably happen after
the US presidential elections.

Lack of movement on the nuclear reactors
has been a sensitive issue, another member of
the US delegation said, after Washington made
an exception for India by agreeing to provide it
civilian nuclear energy technology even though
it has not given up its nuclear weapons program.

A longstanding obstacle has been the need
to bring Indian liability rules in-line with inter-
national norms, which require the costs of any
accident to be channeled to the operator rather
than the maker of a nuclear power station. Pitts-
burgh-based Westinghouse’s plans to supply
the AP1000 reactors to India which it has also
sold to China were thrown into further doubt
when it filed for bankruptcy in 2017 after cost
overruns on US reactors. —Reuters

Kashmir journalist 
wins AFP’s Kate 
Webb Prize
HONG KONG: Freelance reporter Ahmer
Khan was named the winner of the 2019
Agence France-Presse Kate Webb Prize yes-
terday for his coverage on the ground in
India-controlled Kashmir during Delhi’s lock-
down of the region. The award, named after
one of AFP’s finest correspondents, recog-
nizes journalism by locally hired reporters in
Asia operating in risky or difficult conditions.

Khan, 27, was honored for a series of video
and written reports that vividly illustrated the
impact on locals in the Muslim-majority area
following India’s decision to strip Kashmir of
its semi-autonomous status in August. The
country’s Hindu-nationalist government im-
posed restrictions on movement and a com-
munications blackout, virtually cutting the
Himalayan region off from the outside world.

India insisted the move was aimed at
bringing prosperity and peace to a region
where tens of thousands of people have died
in a decades-old separatist rebellion that
India blames on arch rival Pakistan. Despite
curfews and a heavy security presence, Khan
took to the streets with his camera to docu-
ment the tensions, concerns and frustrations
among the residents of Srinagar and other
cities in Kashmir.

Unable to skirt the communications shut-
down, he flew in and out of Delhi to file his
stories. “Reporting from Kashmir at this time
has been extremely challenging for everyone,
including the established foreign media,” said

AFP’s Asia-Pacific regional director Philippe
Massonnet.

“For an independent, local journalist those
challenges have been far greater, and it is to
Ahmer’s enormous credit that he managed to
provide accurate, high-quality journalism
when it was so sorely needed.”

Khan said on learning of his win: “This is a
real honor, and a huge motivation to carry on
my work with enthusiasm and determination.”
“I want to dedicate this award to the coura-
geous and resilient journalists from Kashmir
who have been reporting in extremely difficult
conditions for the past six months. This is a
collective award.”

The Kate Webb Prize, with a 3,000 euro
($3,400) purse, honors journalists working in
perilous or difficult conditions in Asia, and is
named after a crusading AFP reporter who
died in 2007 at the age of 64, after a career
covering the world’s troublespots. The award,
which in 2018 went to reporter Asad Hashim
for his coverage of the plight of ethnic Pashtuns
and blasphemy issues in his native Pakistan, is
administered by AFP and the Webb family. The
prize will be formally presented at a ceremony
in Hong Kong later this year.  —AFP
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