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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s longtime aide
Roger Stone will be sentenced in a case that has
caused a stir in Washington following meddling
by the US president and his attorney general.
Stone, one of the Republican leader’s allies and
“oldest friends,” was convicted in November of
lying to Congress, tampering with a witness and
obstructing the House investigation into whether
the Trump campaign coordinated with Russia to
cheat in the 2016 election.

Just 10 days ago, four US prosecutors asked
a judge to sentence the former political consult-
ant to between seven and nine years in jail.
Trump chimed in via his favorite method of com-
munication-Twitter-to denounce what he called
a “miscarriage of justice.” The US Justice De-
partment weighed in the next day, determining
the recommended sentence was “extreme and
excessive.” The four government attorneys who
prosecuted Stone resigned from the case in ap-
parent protest.

A new prosecutor was named to the case
who then filed a sentencing memo suggesting a
three to four year term in prison. Trump quickly
took to Twitter once more to hail the decision,
praising Attorney General Bill Barr for interven-
ing. “Congratulations to Attorney General Bill
Barr for taking charge of a case that was totally
out of control and perhaps should not even been
brought,” Trump tweeted.

Barr was quick to state that the president’s
comments had no impact on his department’s
decision, but he still found himself at the center
of a firestorm. In addition to opposition from
Democrats, more than 2,000 former Justice De-
partment officials have signed a statement call-

ing for Barr to resign. “A person should not be
given special treatment in a criminal prosecution
because they are a close political ally of the
president,” the open letter said.

‘Impossible’ 
On the defensive, Barr-one of Trump’s most

staunch defenders-insisted that the president
had not asked him to intervene in Stone’s case.
Barr also blasted his boss in a highly unusual
public rebuke, saying the president’s tweets
were making his job “impossible.” “I think it’s
time to stop the tweeting about Department of
Justice criminal cases,” Barr said in an interview
with ABC News.

White House advisor Kellyanne Conway de-
fended Trump’s actions on Fox News, insisting
the president had not issued Barr any orders
while contending it was “disingenuous” to say
presidents don’t comment on criminal matters.
Trump himself had also tweeted he has the “legal
right” to intervene in criminal cases whenever he
likes, though he said he had “chosen not to” do
so in Stone’s case. On Tuesday, multiple US
media outlets citing anonymous sources re-
ported that Barr had informed the president’s
inner circle that he might resign if the tweets
continued to fly. But the Justice Department
spokeswoman quickly brushed off what she said
were unfounded “rumors.” “The Attorney Gen-
eral has no plans to resign,” said Kerri Kupec.

Dirty trickster 
Despite his attorney general’s warning,

Trump continued this week to be vocal in his
support for Stone, who has requested a new

trial. The self-avowed dirty trickster was found
guilty of lying in testimony to Congress about
acting as an intermediary between the Trump
campaign and WikiLeaks, which released
hacked documents that embarrassed rival Hillary
Clinton during the 2016 White House race.

Stone, who maintains his innocence, accused
jury members of being biased against him and
appealed to overturn their verdict. Federal judge

Amy Berman Jackson refused Stone’s request to
postpone the sentencing, which was scheduled
for 10:00 am (1500 GMT). But she said the sen-
tence would not be carried out until a decision
on Stone’s call for a new trial. Jackson had pre-
viously forbidden Stone from posting on social
media about his trial, after he shared a picture
of her on Instagram with what appeared to be
the crosshairs of a gun sight. — AFP
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Former Mexico 
leader Nieto 
investigated 
MEXICO CITY: Former Mexican president Enrique Pena
Nieto is being investigated over a graft scandal at the coun-
try’s massive state oil company Pemex, the Wall Street Jour-
nal has reported. The probe relates to the conduct of the
firm’s former chief executive Emilio Lozoya, who was ar-
rested in Spain last week and faces extradition over claims
he accepted millions of dollars in bribes.

An unnamed senior judicial official told the Journal that
Lozoya’s corruption “reached the highest level” and impli-
cated Pena Nieto, who left office in late 2018.  The ex-leader
could be charged as the investigation continued, according
to the official quoted in the newspaper’s Wednesday report.

Lozoya is wanted in Mexico for involvement in a vast cor-
ruption scandal involving Odebrecht, a Brazilian construction
firm accused of paying almost a billion dollars to politicians
across Latin America to win lucrative contracts. He allegedly
began taking payments from the company in 2012, when he
was chief international strategist for Pena Nieto who at the
time was running for president. Part of the money was allegedly
used to finance Pena Nieto’s campaign. Lozoya denies the ac-
cusations against him. Pemex is Mexico’s largest firm but has
been beleaguered by more than $100 billion in debt, making
it one of the world’s most indebted companies. — AFP 

Dems bare fangs 
at Bloomberg 
in fiery debate
LAS VEGAS: Former New York mayor Michael Bloomberg en-
dured a punishing assault in his debut Democratic presidential
debate Wednesday from rivals who savaged him for parachuting
in late and throwing astronomical amounts of money at the race.
The Las Vegas showdown came at a tense time in the party’s nom-
ination race, with leftist firebrand Bernie Sanders coalescing as
the frontrunner and some challengers fighting for survival.

US media magnate Bloomberg found himself targeted from the
start, as candidates from Sanders to former vice president Joe
Biden impugned the man whose sudden prominence in polling has
scrambled the race to defeat President Donald Trump.

“Understand this: Democrats take a huge risk if we just sub-
stitute one arrogant billionaire for another,” Senator Elizabeth
Warren said in a fiery attack on Bloomberg. “Democrats are not
going to win if we have a nominee who has a history of hiding his
tax returns, of harassing women, and of supporting racist poli-
cies,” she added.

Sanders hit Bloomberg hard on his vast wealth at a time of
“grotesque” income inequality in America.

“Mike Bloomberg owns more wealth than the bottom 125 mil-
lion Americans,” Sanders said in one of the night’s many abrasive
moments. “That’s immoral.” All eyes were on Bloomberg’s first
appearance on the debate stage after spending hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars on campaign advertising. He endured a very pub-

lic vetting and struggled to highlight his roles as problem solver,
businessman, city manager and philanthropist. He found himself
on the defensive when pressed to explain sexual harassment
claims against him and employees, his delay in releasing his taxes
and more.

Political analyst Aaron Kall of the University of Michigan said
Bloomberg proved “really weak” in the face of the onslaught. “It’ll
be interesting to see... whether that’s disqualifying for a lot of peo-
ple that have recently gone on his side,” Kall said.

Bloomberg at one point managed to push back forcefully
against Sanders, saying if the self-declared democratic socialist
is the nominee, “we will have Donald Trump for another four
years.” But Trump himself was dismissive of Bloomberg’s perform-
ance onstage. — AFP
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NEW YORK, NY: Democratic presidential candidate former New York
City Mayor Mike Bloomberg is shown on a screen during a debate
watch party at the candidate’s field office on Wednesday in the
Brooklyn borough of New York City. — AFP

WASHINGTON, DC: Roger Stone (right), former advisor to US President Donald Trump arrives with
family members at court prior to his sentencing hearing yesterday in Washington, DC. — AFP


