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Speaker Ghanem lashes out at
opposition for assembly chaos

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanem yesterday issued a very stern warn-
ing to those who try to breach the constitution
and the assembly internal charter, saying he will
continue to face them and will stop them.

Ghanem told reporters that His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah is aware of what happened and he asked
him to convey his greetings to the majority of
lawmakers who complied with the constitution
and the law.

Ghanem accused what he called a “small mi-
nority” in the assembly of attempting to repeat
the “black Wednesday” when hundreds of op-
position lawmakers and activists stormed the
National Assembly building in 2011, insisting that
this will never happen again in Kuwait.

The speaker reiterated that it was one oppo-
sition MP - he previously named as MP Moham-
mad Al-Mutair - who started the chaos and
problems in the assembly and called on the op-
position MPs to be brave enough to criticize him.
He reiterated that no pardon will be granted ex-
cept from the one who grants pardons, in a clear
reference to His Highness the Amir.

Ghanem also insisted that “we will not bow to
intellectual and media terror” from any side. But
leading opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri still
held Ghanem responsible for the clashes and

chaos that took place in the National Assembly
on Tuesday. Muwaizri described the incident as
unprecedented in Kuwait’s 58 years of parlia-
mentary life and called on the speaker to inves-
tigate the incidents by watching all videos that
were taken.

The lawmaker charged that crowds sat at op-
posing sides of the gallery and supporters of the
speaker sat on one side and they hurled insults
at opposition lawmakers and the speaker did not
make any attempt to stop them.

Muwaizri also asked the prime minister if the
newly-appointed minister of electricity and
water Mohammad Bushehri will continue in his
post after the court of cassation convicted him
in a case and ordered him to pay a fine of KD
3,000.

Meanwhile, MP Saleh Ashour said yesterday
that a special panel formed by the National As-
sembly to probe suspected irregularities at
Kuwait Airways has been entrusted to carry out
a comprehensive investigation into all the deals
with the national carrier.

The lawmaker said the panel elected MP
Bader Al-Mulla as its chairman and Ashour as
the rapporteur and will commence its investiga-
tion immediately following the national holidays.
He said the investigation will include the deal to
purchase 25 aircraft from Airbus amid suspected
kickbacks and also reported financial and ad-
ministrative violations and irregularities in ap-

pointments. The panel will also investigate other
deals struck by Kuwait Airways.

The National Assembly on Wednesday
formed the investigation panel and also asked
the Audit Bureau to launch a comprehensive in-
vestigation into the deal and report to the as-
sembly within one month. The investigation was
ordered by the assembly after the names of
Kuwait and several Kuwaiti personalities were
mentioned in a ruling by a British court last

month which covered a settlement with Airbus
which agreed to pay $4 billion in relation to
charges of paying bribes.

Similar actions were taken by some countries
over similar allegations. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani,
who first raised the issue, said yesterday that
records related to the Airbus aircraft deal must
be examined and necessary procedures must be
taken to refer the whole issue to the public pros-
ecution. 

KUWAIT: In this file photo, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem (left) argues with MP
Mohammad Al-Mutair during a parliament session at the National Assembly on February 18, 2020. 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait does not plan to grant amnesty to visa vi-
olators this year, a local daily reported yesterday, citing the
‘large number of violators’ who allegedly take advantage of
the grace period to leave without paying fines and retain the
ability to return to the Gulf state in the future. “There is a
large number of violators who use the amnesty as a way to
circumvent the law,” an anonymous security source told Al-
Rai daily, adding that once arrested, violators of labor regu-
lations “will be deported after their fingerprints are taken, and
will not be allowed to enter Kuwait or any other Gulf country
for five years.”

According to the source, local authorities have noticed an
increase in the number of workers reported absconding by
their sponsors, who are later found working for others ille-
gally, while hoping that a grace period would help them avoid
arrest and leave Kuwait without paying fines, then return later
with a new visa. “Many domestic helpers escape from their
sponsors, especially before the Ramadan season, to collect
large amounts of money by working in homes on hourly basis
while waiting for a pardon,” the source argued, noting that
the “harm this situation causes for citizens and their families”
is a main reason that authorities keep in consideration while
making a decision not to grant an amnesty for violators.
Measures taken by security authorities through raids and field
tours contributed to reducing the number of residency law
violators to around 120,000, according to the source.

Kuwait has no plans
to grant amnesty
to violators: Report

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Some areas in Kuwait might experience tempo-
rary power cuts in the coming few days as the Ministry of
Electricity and Water is carrying out a comprehensive main-
tenance plan for power stations to boost the grid’s produc-
tion capacity in parallel with population increase. According
to a statement the ministry made available to the press yes-
terday, power cuts are expected to occur from 8:00 am to
11:00 am for five days in the following areas: Mangaf, Um Al-
Haiman, Fahad Al-Ahmad, Hadiya and Mahboula in Ahmadi
Governorate, Salmiya and Hawally in Hawally Governorate,
Faiha, Kaifan, Mansouriya, Mirqab and Ghernata in the Cap-
ital Governorate, as well as Omariya, Rabiya and Ferdous in
Farwaniya Governorate.

Disabled employees
The parliament’s committee for disabled people’s affairs ap-

proved several amendments on the disabled rights’ law, panel
member MP Khalil Al-Saleh said yesterday, adding that one
of the amendments excludes disabled citizens from the social
securities law in regards to retirement, allowing employees to
receive a full pension after serving for 10 years as long as the
pension’s amount does not exceed KD 2,750 a month. “We
approved giving the right to the disabled or those who care
for them to apply asking for a reduction of two working hours
a day for employees with medium or sever disability, and one

hour a day for employees with mild disabilities,” he added.

Retirement
The Interior Ministry has started calling high ranking offi-

cers who reached 60 years of age in order to prepare them
for referral to retirement, sources said, adding that this step
comes on the heels of recent promotions that saw several
Colonels promoted to Brigadiers. “One Brigadier has already
been asked to retire,” said the sources who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity. This comes as the ministry looks to ‘inject
new blood’ especially amongst supervisory staff, the sources
explained, further suggesting that many of the current assis-
tant secretaries and department directors will be replaced.

Temporary power cuts
expected in several
areas around Kuwait

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower began re-
jecting applications to renewing work permits for expa-
triates who reach 70 years of age regardless of their job
titles, Al-Anbaa daily reported yesterday quoting an offi-
cial source at the authority. Speaking on the condition of
anonymity, the source explained that this decision is a first
step that will likely be gradually followed with another to
reject work permit issuance applications for applicants
who reach 65 years of age. Expat laborers who reach that
age limit can still transfer to a family dependency visa ac-
cording to the rules and regulations of the Interior Min-
istry’s Residency Affairs Department, said the source. 
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