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LONDON: Justin Fashanu, who in 1990 became
the first English professional footballer to reveal
he was gay, will be honoured on Wednesday by
being inducted into the National Football
Museum Hall of Fame.

Fashanu will be honoured on what would have
been his 59th birthday — he hanged himself in
May 1998 — an occasion also marked by a
reminder from Manchester United that homo-
phobia still exists in football.

Chelsea had issued a statement on Tuesday
saying “a large group of Manchester United fans
made unacceptable homophobic chants. “A num-
ber of these away supporters were prevented
from entering the stadium and others were eject-
ed during the game.”

United also issued a statement in response.
Anti-gay chants “directed against Chelsea FC —
or any other club — by some of our fans runs
counter to our values,” read the statement.

“We were the first club to sign up to the
TeamPride coalition and continue to collaborate
with Stonewall and other anti-discriminatory
organisations in this area.”

Fashanu’s niece Amal, who recalls her uncle’s
tragic death when she was aged nine, will accept
the award in Manchester. Fashanu had a sublime
talent and a penchant for scoring spectacular
goals — one for Norwich against Liverpool in
February 1980 was voted goal of the season.

Such efforts earned him a one million pound
move to Nottingham Forest in 1981 — the first
black player in British football to break that bar-
rier — but he failed to click with the manager
Brian Clough. For Amal — who through the Justin
Fashanu Foundation combats homophobia,
racism and mental health problems in football —
the award is long overdue.

“It is something quite important that is hap-
pening,” she told the Daily Mirror. “It’s just like
‘wow’, he’s finally getting recognised and it is
very, very impressive. “People forget just how
talented he was at football because he was gay.

“I was there at the museum four years ago and
in my mind, I know this is bad, I was thinking,
‘Why isn’t Justin here?’ “It is a big move and a
big step because they are recognising Justin on a
whole new level now.”

‘THROW FLOWERS AT YOU’  
Amal says there is still no appetite for her

friends who play football and are gay to come
out publicly. “It would have to be a tough foot-
baller. He would have to have a thick skin,” she
said. “It is still great, but I can’t lie and say it will
be a rosy path and they are going to throw flow-
ers at you.”

One person who found Fashanu’s coming out
difficult to handle at the time was his younger
brother John, Amal’s father, who accused Justin
of being an “attention seeker”.   John — a mus-
cular striker who was part of the ‘Crazy Gang’
Wimbledon side which stunned Liverpool in the
1988 FA Cup final — has changed his views and
is now a trustee of the foundation.

“He (John) is championing the fact that there
needs to be a change and we need to do it
together to honour Justin,” said Amal.    — AFP

Tragic gay trailblazer
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Liverpool seek home comforts 
after Atletico wake-up call

LONDON: Liverpool’s return to the scene of their
Champions League triumph last season was not a hap-
py one. A 1-0 defeat by Atletico Madrid in the first leg
of their last-16 tie on Tuesday leaves the European
champions relying on another Anfield comeback to
progress.

Jurgen Klopp’s men famously thrashed Barcelona 4-
0 in their last knockout tie at home to overturn a 3-0
deficit in last season’s semi-finals. There is no need for
such a dramatic turnaround when Atletico visit on
March 11. But after being frustrated by how an intense
atmosphere at the Wanda Metropolitano affected the
performance of Polish referee Szymon Marciniak,
Klopp is keen to harness the power of Anfield.

“We speak from time to time (about) the power of
Anfield and the power of a stadium and what a stadium
can have, tonight we saw it,” said Klopp. “The whole
stadium only wanted a result, the stadium was not here
for seeing sensational football. They wanted a result
and they got the result, so they are now happy in this
moment and we are not.”

Liverpool were unhappy at the award of a throw-in
which led to Saul Niguez’s fourth-minute opener, while
Klopp replaced Sadio Mane at half-time for fear
Atletico’s play-acting would earn the Senegalese star a
second yellow card.

Defeat was just the Reds’ second all season with a
senior team. A near flawless Premier League campaign
has them 25 points clear at the top of the table and
romping towards a first league title in 30 years.

The Club World Cup and UEFA Super Cup have also
been won along the way, but there is a pattern in the
European champions struggling to hit top form on the
road in the Champions League.

TROUBLE ON THE ROAD 
Liverpool have lost seven of their last 11 away games

in Europe’s premier club competition — more than they
have lost in their last 106 Premier League games. For all
its TV-revenue fuelled wealth, that raises questions of
the overall quality of the Premier League, particularly
with the likes of Manchester United, Tottenham
Hotspur, Chelsea and Arsenal at a low ebb.

Yet, even amidst that run, Liverpool have reached
back-to-back Champions League finals and have never
lost a two-legged European tie in four seasons under
Klopp. If travel sickness has been a problem, fortress
Anfield has always more than made amends.

Roma and Manchester City were also blown away in
the latter stages in recent years before the miracle of
Barcelona. “The second half will be played in a different
stadium, in our stadium, and that will be different as
well,” added Klopp. “Atletico will feel that and that’s
what we are looking forward to.”

Three weeks from now Liverpool will also be fully
up to speed. They were also sluggish in a 1-0 win at
bottom-of-the-table Norwich City on Saturday after a
two-week winter break. A similar 11-day break last year
due to an early exit from the FA Cup allowed Klopp to
take his players on a warm-weather training camp. On
their return, they drew five of their next seven games,
which ultimately cost them the title.

However, they finished the season in supreme form,
winning 14 of their last 15 matches to be crowned
champions of Europe and register a club record
Premier League points tally of 97. As long as they find
their groove in time, Klopp’s men will be confident of
breaking Atletico’s resistance on home soil. — AFP

MADRID: Liverpool’s Brazilian midfielder Fabinho (up) and Liverpool’s English defender Joe Gomez (C) challenge
Atletico Madrid’s Spanish midfielder Vitolo during the UEFA Champions League, round of 16, first leg football
match between Club Atletico de Madrid and Liverpool FC at the Wanda Metropolitano stadium in Madrid. — AFP

‘Defeat was just the Reds’ second all season with a senior team’

SEOUL: Barcelona great Andres Iniesta set up a last-
minute winner as Japan’s Vissel Kobe beat Suwon
Bluewings 1-0 to stay perfect in the AFC Champions
League yesterday.

Elsewhere, Teruhito Nakagawa and Ado Onaiwu
plundered two apiece as Yokohama F-Marinos
thrashed Sydney FC 4-0 to emulate their J-League
rivals Kobe with two wins out of two in the coron-
avirus-hit competition.

Iniesta, 35, was quiet for much of the night in Suwon
but he finally unlocked the defence with a through-ball
to Gotoku Sakai, whose cross was met first-time by

Kyogo Furuhashi. It was far from Kobe’s swashbuckling
Champions League introduction last week, when they
became the first Japanese team to score five goals on
debut with a 5-1 hammering of Johor Darul Ta’zim.

But it was enough to give Kobe an early grip on
Group G in a competition missing most Chinese teams
so far after their entry was delayed until April by the
deadly coronavirus outbreak. Meanwhile, Onaiwu
sparked a home rout for Japanese champions
Yokohama after just 12 minutes, turning to smash a
deflected, left-foot shot past Sydney goalkeeper
Andrew Redmayne from the edge of the box.

Nakagawa bagged the first of his quickfire double
with an exquisite chip on the half-hour mark to double
Yokohama’s advantage before effectively killing the tie
in his team’s next attack. The pint-sized winger
pounced on a clever pass from Thai Theerathon
Bunmathan to wriggle free and score with a clinical
close-range finish as the visitors, by some distance the
A-League’s best side, fell apart.

A die-hard Liverpool fan, Yokohama coach Ange

Postecoglou, who led Australia to their first Asian Cup
title in 2015, has brought his own version of Reds boss
Jurgen Klopp’s high, counter-pressing style to the J-
League, and his hardworking team squeezed the life out
of Sydney. They continued to suffocate the Aussies
after the break and Onaiwu grabbed his second of the
night five minutes after the restart, tapping home fol-
lowing a slick exchange between Keita Endo and the
industrious Marcos Junior.

Yokohama, who beat South Korea’s Jeonbuk Motors
2-1 last week in their Group H opener, never seriously
looked like conceding as they gave the A-League lead-
ers a reality check in the Asian competition.

In Suwon, neither side could gain the ascendancy in
the first half with Douglas and Thomas Vermaelen both
heading over for Kobe and Yang Sang-min doing the
same at the other end. Kobe’s Leo Osaki nearly bundled
a cross into his own goal just before half-time and
Suwon’s Han Eui-gwon fired into the side netting in
what were the game’s closest chances before
Furuhashi’s goal. — AFP

Iniesta sparks Kobe 
to late win in Asian 
Champions League

DORTMUND: Teenage record-breaker Erling Braut
Haaland scored twice as Borussia Dortmund sealed a 2-1
win over Paris Saint-Germain, for whom Neymar scored
on his return to action, in Tuesday’s Champions League
last 16, first leg in Germany.

Forward Haaland took his tally to 11 goals in seven
games since Dortmund paid Salzburg 20 million euros ($22
million) for the 19-year-old with second-half goals either
side of Neymar’s equaliser. Having also scored eight times
for Salzburg in the group stage, Haaland now has 10 goals
in just seven Champions League games this season.

“These are the moments you play football for. I really
enjoyed it,” beamed the Norwegian, who insisted
Dortmund will still have it all to do in the return on March
11. “We want to go through, but we will have to raise our
game again,” he warned. “It’s going to be a hard game, but
we are a good team and we have to keep going.”

His performance left Kylian Mbappe and Neymar in the
shade, with the latter struggling to truly make his mark
having been kept on the sidelines for the last two weeks
ahead of this game due to a rib injury.

However, the Brazilian superstar’s away goal means
PSG remain very much in contention to reach the quarter-
finals after three consecutive exits in the last 16.

The presence of the world’s most expensive player was
a major boost for his team, after he missed last season’s
surprise last-16 loss to Manchester United with a foot
injury. He also sat out the second leg of their defeat by
Real Madrid at the same stage in 2018.

However, Dortmund deserved the win as PSG’s star-
studded attack, with Angel Di Maria supporting Mbappe
and Neymar, was repeatedly frustrated by the home side,
for whom the midfield duo of Axel Witsel and Emre Can
regularly helped snuff out attacks.

There was little to separate the teams in the first half
although Dortmund’s English winger Jadon Sancho squan-
dered one chance on the counter-attack and then forced a
fine save from Keylor Navas just before the half-hour
mark. Witsel was calling the shots in midfield, while his
midfield partner Can — whose loan deal from Juventus
was made into a permanent move earlier in the day — had
a penalty appeal waved away by Spanish referee Mateu
Lahoz after being clattered in the area by Marco Verratti.
After the goalless first half, Dortmund poured forward and
kept finding spaces to exploit down the flanks. Dortmund’s
Swiss coach Lucien Favre then brought on Giovanni
Reyna, who only turned 17 last November, for his
Champions League debut midway through the second half.

Moments later Haaland got the breakthrough when he
stabbed past Navas from close range after Thiago Silva
had blocked a Raphael Guerreiro shot.

The game had now come to life, and with their German
coach Thomas Tuchel frantically urging them on, PSG drew
level six minutes later when Mbappe unpicked the
Dortmund defence and presented Neymar with a straight-
forward finish. However, the scene was set for Haaland to
continue his phenomenal scoring run with a stunning finish
from the edge of the area following a Reyna pass. — AFP

Haaland double
gives Dortmund
edge over PSG 

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA EUROPA LEAGUE

Sporting CP v Istanbul Basaksehir F.K 20:55

beIN Sports 

Getafe CF v Ajax Amsterdam 20:55

beIN Sports HD 6

FC Kobenhavn v Celtic 20:55

beIN Sports 

CFR Cluj v Sevilla FC 20:55

beIN Sports 

Club Brugge KV v Manchester United 20:55

beIN Sports 

Ludogorets Razgrad v Internazionale Milano 20:55

beIN Sports 

Eintracht Frankfurt v Red Bull Salzburg 20:55

beIN Sports 

Shakhtar Donetsk v SL Benfica 20:55

beIN Sports

Wolverhampton Wanderers FC v RCD Espanyol 23:00

beIN Sports 

Bayer 04 Leverkusen v FC Porto 23:00

beIN Sports HD 6

Apoel Nicosia v FC Basel 1893 23:00

beIN Sports 

Olympiacos CFP v Arsenal FC 23:00

beIN Sports HD 1

AZ Alkmaar v Lask Linz 23:00

beIN Sports 

VfL Wolfsburg v Malmo FF 23:00

beIN Sports 

AS Roma v KAA Gent 23:00

beIN Sports 

Glasgow Rangers FC v Sporting Braga 23:00

beIN Sports

DORTMUND: Dortmund’s Norwegian forward Erling Braut Haaland (R) heads the ball next to Paris Saint-Germain’s
French defender Presnel Kimpembe during the UEFA Champions League Last 16, first-leg football match BVB
Borussia Dortmund v Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) in Dortmund, western Germany. — AFP


