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During the process, the unit will be synchronized with 

the power grid and the first electricity produced. “Our 
teams are trained, certified and ready to safely commence 
the testing and start-up processes for Unit 1,” said 
Nawah CEO Mark Reddemann. Abu Dhabi authorities 
said in January that the plant, on the Gulf coast west of 

the capital, would start operating within a few months.   
The UAE has substantial oil and gas reserves, but 

with a power-hungry population of 10 million it has 
made huge investments in developing clean alternatives, 
including solar energy. The plant is a regional first - 
Saudi Arabia, the world’s top oil exporter, has said it 
plans to build up to 16 nuclear reactors, but the project 
has yet to materialize.  

It is being built by a consortium led by the Korea 
Electric Power Corporation at a cost of some $24.4 bil-
lion. When fully operational, the four reactors have the 
capacity to generate 5,600 megawatts of electricity, 
around 25 percent of the nation’s needs. The other 
three reactors are almost ready. — AFP  

UAE loads fuel  
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military aircraft deals involving Airbus - a $9 billion 

Eurofighter Typhoon warplanes deal and a contract for 
30 Caracal military helicopters costing $1.2 billion. 

The Assembly also passed a few other laws, including 

one on the Central Bank and another on the judiciary. 
The Assembly saw nothing close to the chaos it wit-
nessed on Tuesday during the debate on the general 
amnesty law, when MPs quarreled, traded insults and 
guards pushed crowds outside the chamber. Speaker 
Marzouq Al-Ghanem said the Assembly office will inves-
tigate the events but again blamed opposition MP 
Mohammad Al-Mutair for triggering the chaos. The 
Assembly will meet again on March 10 following extend-
ed holidays on the occasion of the National and 
Liberation Days on Feb 25 and 26.

Assembly launches 
probe into Airbus...
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“I offered her the option of egg freezing after IVM, 

and also freezing ovarian tissue,” he said in a statement. 
“She rejected the second option, which was considered 
too invasive a couple of days after cancer diagnosis.” 

So-called cryopreservation of ovarian tissue is an 
experimental method in which the outer layer of an 
ovary - which contains immature eggs - is taken out of 
the body and frozen for future use. In the case of the 

French patient, ultrasound revealed that there were 17 
small, fluid-filled sacs containing immature eggs in her 
ovaries. But using hormones to stimulate the ovaries to 
ripen the eggs would have taken too long and might 
have made her cancer worse, leaving retrieval of the 
immature eggs and freezing as the best option. 

After five years, the patient recovered from breast 
cancer, but she was unable to conceive naturally. The 
chemo had made her infertile. Six of the eggs that had 
been frozen five years earlier survived the thawing 
process, and five were successfully fertilized. One of 
these fertilized eggs was transferred to the patient’s 
womb, and she gave birth to a healthy baby boy - 
named Jules - on July 6, 2019. “This success represents 
a breakthrough in the field of fertility preservation,” 
Grynberg said. — AFP 

Infertile cancer  
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they plan their air missions.” The coalition did not 

respond to AFP’s request for comment. 
Saudi Arabia has long asserted dominance over Yemeni 

air space. The kingdom has faced repeated international 
criticism for its aerial bombing raids in Yemen that have 
often resulted in civilian deaths. But the rebels are coun-
tering the threat by bolstering their air defense capabili-
ties, notably with what they call self-made surface-to-air 
missiles. “While the Houthis claim a self-produced missile 
shot down the Saudi Tornado, it remains to be seen 
whether that is truly the case as this has been an area 
where they have received Iranian assistance,” said Wasser.  

Last year, the Houthis claimed to have downed an 
American drone with a rebel-made missile. At the time, 
the US military said it was probing reports of the inci-
dent, which came amid heightened tensions between 
Washington and Iran. A UN report seen by AFP earlier 
this month said the rebels obtained new weapons last 
year with “technical characteristics similar to arms 
manufactured in the Islamic Republic of Iran”. The 
report compiled by a panel of UN experts did not say 
whether the weapons were delivered directly by the 
Iranian government. 

But earlier this month, Saudi media said coalition air 
strikes killed four operatives of the Iranian ally Hezbollah, 
Lebanon’s powerful Shiite movement, close to the rebel-
held capital Sanaa. The presence of Iran-backed opera-
tives in Yemen likely boosted “Houthi preparedness in 

combating Saudi Arabia’s aerial activity”, Fatima Abo 
Alasrar, a scholar at the Middle East Institute, told AFP. 
“They did not have this capacity five years ago,” she said.  

The rebel group’s increasingly lethal drones are also a 
cause for alarm. Some of the components found in Houthi 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) were identical to those 
in Iranian-made UAVs, said a report released yesterday 
by the Britain-based Conflict Armament Research. One 
small instrument - a gyroscope - inside the drone used to 
attack a Saudi oil facility last year appeared similar to that 
recovered from an Iranian drone downed in Iraq, it added. 
Friday’s events followed fresh clashes in northern Yemen 
after a months-long relative lull as the warring parties 
showed an apparent interest in de-escalating the conflict.  

In November, a Saudi official said Riyadh had an “open 
channel” with the rebels, with the goal of ending the war. 
Riyadh had reportedly hoped for a quick win when it led a 
military intervention in Yemen in 2015, but instead waded 
into a quagmire that has cost it billions of dollars and dev-
astated the Arab world’s poorest country. The Houthis had 
also offered to halt all attacks on Saudi Arabia as part of a 
wider peace initiative. But those efforts appear to be 
unravelling, with some observers saying the rebels have 
repeatedly used periods of quiet to bolster their military 
capabilities. 

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia, which labels the Houthis an 
Iranian proxy, is looking to extricate itself from the grind-
ing conflict. Friday’s crash triggered coalition air strikes in 
the area where the plane went down that were widely 
seen as a Saudi retaliation. The United Nations said 31 
civilians were killed and 12 others wounded. But the 
strikes may have had another motive, some analysts say. 
“The decision to bomb the crash site was most likely to 
ensure that key technology did not fall into Houthi hands 
and increase their ability to better target coalition air-
craft,” said Wasser. —AFP 

Jet ‘downing’  
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He had to explain that it was only the sound of 

children playing for the Muslim holiday of Eid al-
Fitr. “After that, whatever was coming to us from the 
air, I would take out my phone and tell her: ‘Come, 
let’s laugh together, these are children playing for 
Eid,” he says. “I try not to show her that what is 
happening as a bad thing but rather show it as 
something funny,” he explains. 

“One day, she will know that this is a sound of death 
but by then, she will have understood who we are and 
what our story is,” Mohammed says. The north of the 
province of Idlib is a dead end for hundreds of thou-
sands of civilians displaced from other former rebel 

bastions across Syria. It has been described by aid 
groups as the world’s largest de facto open-air dis-
placement camp. 

Hundreds of people, many of them children, have been 
killed in recent weeks as pro-regime bombardment 
spares nothing, from homes to hospitals. According to 
the United Nations, 900,000 people have been forced 
to flee their homes and shelters since December alone. 
Tens of thousands of them are left to sleep rough in the 
thick of winter, with temperatures dipping to minus 7 
degrees Celsius in some areas last week. 

More than half of the displaced are children and at 
least seven of them have died from the cold and the bad 
living conditions. For those who have a shelter, the trau-
ma of the intensive shelling is an issue that overwhelmed 
health services and relief organizations can scarcely 
address. After nearly nine years of a conflict that has 
killed more than 380,000 people, Salwa’s father says he 
no longer has dreams or hope. “We are tired of sending 
messages, we have no aspirations. We just want these 
children to have a decent life,” he says.  — AFP 

Syrian dad and  
daughter laugh...

DUBLIN: The purported owner of a “ghost ship” 
grounded off Ireland’s south coast after drifting crew-
less for more than a year has made contact with 
authorities, a government agency said yesterday. The 
77-m cargo ship MV Alta ran aground on rocks out-
side the village of Ballycotton near the southern city 
of Cork, during high seas caused by Storm Dennis last 
weekend. Under Irish legislation, the Revenue service 
acts as the “Receiver of Wreck” and has administra-
tive responsibility for dealing with wrecked vessels. 

“I can advise that an individual purporting to rep-
resent the owner has made contact and the Receiver 

of Wreck will be pursuing this matter further,” a 
Revenue spokesman said. Legislation dictates that a 
person claiming ownership has up to a year to register 
their case with the receiver, which can then give them 
the opportunity to salvage the vessel. Cork County 
Council said Tuesday it was satisfied the Alta was not 
causing pollution spillage in the surrounding waters. 

A marine contractor boarded the vessel and found 
fuel levels to low. “There is no cargo on board but a 
number of sealed containers of oil and other materials 
incidental to the running of a ship were found which 
may pose a pollution risk in the event of their 

spillage,” the local authority said in a statement. 
“Plans are currently being evaluated in order to have 
these materials safely removed from the wreck.” 

High seas caused by Storm Dennis ended the aban-
doned ship’s odyssey, which began in September 2018 
when she became disabled in the mid-Atlantic en 
route from Greece to Haiti. Her 10 crew members 
spent 20 days on board as it floated 2,220 km south-
east of Bermuda, before they were taken off by the 
crew of a US Coast Guard cutter. The US Coast Guard 
said at the time it was working with the ship’s owner 
to arrange a tug back to shore but her subsequent 

movements are shrouded by mystery. 
Maritime news site Fleetmon reported receiving 

correspondence from the alleged owner, saying the 
ship had been twice hijacked from Guyana in the 
process of being salvaged. The 44-year-old vessel 
came on the radar again in Aug 2019 when British 
Royal Navy ice patrol ship the HMS Protector found 
her drifting crewless in the mid-Atlantic. Since then 
the Alta seems to have continued her crewless voy-
age which ended on the rocks outside Ballycotton - 
a traditional fishing village which crops out into the 
Celtic Sea. — AFP 

‘Owner’ makes claim to grounded ‘ghost ship’ 

BALLYCOTTON, Ireland: The abandoned 77-metre cargo ship MV Alta is pictured stuck on rocks near this village southeast of Cork in southern Ireland on Tuesday. -— AFP 

PARIS: Switching in old age from a bland, unvaried 
diet to a Mediterranean mix of fresh veggies, fruits and 
fish restores a balance of intestinal bacteria linked to 
good health, researchers said Tuesday. In a clinical trial 
with 612 volunteers aged 65 to 79 across five European 
countries, those who adopted a typical MedDiet for a 
year showed more “good” microbes linked to better 
brain function, and a net drop in gut flora thought to 
trigger inflammation and increased frailty. 

The results held true regardless of age or weight, 

both of which influence the community of bacteria 
species - numbering up to 1,000 - that make-up the 
human microbiome, the scientists reported in the jour-
nal Gut. “This diet might act on gut bacteria in such a 
way as to help curb the advance of physical frailty and 
cognitive decline in older age,” lead author Paul 
O’Toole, head of the School of Microbiology at 
University College Cork in Ireland, told AFP. 

In the later stages of life there is a natural decline of 
bodily functions and a tendency for the immune system 
to overreact, leading to a clinical condition known as 
frailty. “In an older person, the immune system is strik-
ing at shadows,” O’Toole explained. “It is constantly 
turned on and firing into deep space.” Cognitive func-
tion - especially short-term memory - also “goes 
downhill as we get older”, he added. 

Previous research has suggested that the restricted 
diet common among older people, especially those liv-

ing alone or in institutions, sharply reduces the range 
and types of bacteria found in the gut, thus helping to 
speed the onset of these conditions. “At the same time, 
we have long known the Mediterranean diet” - rich in 
fresh produce and olive oil, and fish rather than red 
meat - “is good for you,” O’Toole noted. This style of 
cuisine correlates with less frailty and inflammation, and 
better cognitive function, he added. But researchers 
didn’t know why this was true. 

O’Toole and his colleagues in Ireland were part of a 
European project that set up an experiment to see if 
gut microbes might play a role. Coordinating with 
teams in Poland, Italy, France and the Netherlands, they 
compared seniors eating a narrow range of mostly pre-
pared foods with those who had switched to eating 
fresh, MedDiet ingredients delivered to their doorstep 
every week. In the second group, good bacteria flour-
ished while microbes associated with poor health were 

reduced in number by the good diet. 
But the strongest evidence of the MedDiet’s impact 

came in looking at who adhered to the new regimen 
most closely. “We interviewed everyone in detail to 
measure compliance,” O’Toole said. A year was long 
enough to see a measurable change in mix of microbes, 
but seniors would have to stick to the diet far longer to 
see “clinically significant” changes in inflammation and 
frailty scores, the study found. “I would recommend this 
diet to anyone in that age group, but at the same time 
I’m realistic,” he said. 

“My priority is to find a supplement that contains all 
the ingredients of a MedDiet to replace the missing 
microbes in frail and order people. If you have been on 
a bad diet for a really long time... it’s like the World 
Wildlife Fund says: ‘extinction is forever’, and it may 
not be possible to bring the microbes back even with a 
good diet.” — AFP 

Mediterranean diet  
boosts good bacteria,  
curbs harmful ones


